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PREFACE. 

The manufcript of this Volume was 
given to the Editor, with permif- 
lion to publifli it, by the Honour- 
able Lord Gardcnftone. If it fhall 
meet with public approbation, a fe- 
cond \'olume may perhaps be fent 
to the Prefe in course of next 
Spring. 

It is unneceffary to fperik of the 
merit of the work, or to enlarge on 
the tafte, liberality, and public fpir- 
it of its Author. To fome char- 
acters panegyric cannot add dig- 
nity. 



Edinburgh, -i 
^ov. 25. 1791. J 
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TRAVELLING 
MEMORANDUMS. 



jfVT the age of fixty-five, being in eafy 
circumftances, but in a declining ftate of 
health, I refolved, by advice, to travel, 
and try the efFeft of fouthem climates, for 
one or two winters. Before my departure, 
I obtained confultations of able phyficians, 
both at Edinburgh and London ; one of 
them was my worthy friend Dr. Garden, 
then refiding in London. He had praftifed, 
with high reputation, for many years, in 
Carolina. As he was beft acquainted with 
the common efiefts of a hot climate on 
A perfons 
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perfons bred in northern countries , ; 
fidered his advices as moft mztcHal 
I have experienced the fuccefs of ^^.^ 
I feleft fome part of his opinion fo:^;^ ^ 
benefit of othera in fimilar circumftat>^ 



The Doftor treats the iinportfent article 
of reginoLcn and diet in an unufual, but, as^ ^ 
1 think, in a very fenfible manner. " Be 
" moderate habitually. — ^Whatever yatur 
*^' palate reliflies, and. your flomach digefts 
" eafilyjisbeft..— In diis, youmuft be your 
** own phyfician, and prefcribe from ex- 
** perience. — I know no better, . and pro- 
" pofe no other rule of regimeh. — In cof-^ 
** tivc habits, and cafes, of weak digeftion, 
« ripe fruits, efpecially grapes, figs and 
** fweet oranges, are good. — Such fimple 
" refrefliing diet; and thofe mineral waters 
" which both nourifli and purify, are pre* 
" fcrable to any medicines. — However, I da^ 

'* advife 



*** advife you, oecafionally, to ufe laxative 

** medicines. Here, again, choofe, by 

** your own experience, with this material 
** precaution, not commonly adverted to, 
" that you fliould obtain the prefcription 
" for making fuch pills as bett agree with 
" you, fo as to have them frefh made 
*' from time to time, becaufe, when kept, 
" they grow hard, and are apt to pafs 
^* without effed. H e thinks rhubarb 
" the fafell laxative, and an excellent 
" flrengthener of the ftomach ; but, for 
" the reafon fuggefted, he advifes not to 
" ufe it in pills, but to cut it into fmall. 
" pieces^ of five or fix grains, and to chew 
*< it. — By this means, it diflblves frefli in 
" the ftomach. — Hot climates are, in fum- 
" mer, dangerous for us of the* north.— 
** They produce fevers in the young, -and 
" dyfenteries in the old, often fatal. There- 
** fore, he advifes a retreat to more tem- 
A 2 ' " peratc 



4 TRAVELLING 

" perate climates ; and, in particular, he 
" recommends Laufanne, or Spa, for our 
** fummer retirement." 

Thus provided with found advice in re- 
gard to health, I was defirous to have aid 
and information from proper books of tra- 
vels. — I purchafed many volumes, notverj 
ftiuch to my fatisfa6i:ion. — I chiefly con- 
fulted Keyfler, Moore, and Smollet, as mo- 
dem writers who defcribe the courfe which 
I intended to«take. — -I found Keyfler heavy, 
tedious, trivial, and certainly not improved 
by the Englifli tranflation from the origi- 
nal German. — Though deficient infubftan- 
tial information, yet he points out many- 
uncommon objefts to the curious travel- 
ler Dr. Moore writes with propriety, 

fome fpirit, and with better information ; — 
but, to my taftc, he expatiates too much.— 
I was beft pleafed with my old and excel- 
lent 



BfEMORANBUMS. 5 

lent friend Dr. Smollet. — Tc&y anddif- 
contented as he is, he writes with perfpi* 
cuitjr. — His obfervations are generally fen- 
fible, and even his oddities are entertain- 
ing*. In the progrefs of this journal, I 
make fome renaarks on the travels of Mr. 
Addifon and Bifhop Burnet j-r-but my me- 
morandums are relative to Sn[iolIet, and are 
cither fupplementary or corred:ive of his 
book. — I fouiid Dutens's journal very ufe- 
ful J and every traveller on his routes ough^ 
to have it. — ^Guthrie's geographical gram- 
mar is the beft book of that kind, fo far as 
I know. — It is concife, accurate, and iLftruc- 
tive.— -And I think it is one very proper 
FisLde mecum for travellers. 



♦ One of his fellow-travellers reports this ftory of 
him, that, at an inn on their route, the landlady was 
a coarfe red-haired wonr.an, and a great fcold. — Dr. 
Smollet immediately fet down in his poclcet-book, 
•* All the women in this town are red-haired, and in-; 
** fttffcrablcflircws."' 

A3 I fet 
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I SET out from London for Dover on 
the 5th of September 1786, attended hy 
t\vo uncommonly good fervants ; one of 
them a foreigner, fpoke French, Italiair 
and German. By good advice, I avoid fa- 
tigue; and though I travel by poft, my 
daily joumies are very eafy. For the firft 
night, I was at the King's Head, Rochef- 
ter ; on the fecond night, at the Rofe-Inn, 
Sittingboume ; next day, the 7th Septem- 
ber, I arrived at the City of London urn, 
Dover. Many travellers have complained 
loudly of extortion on this road I experi- 
enced no caufe for this complaint. At both 
the above inns, I had good fare, and more 
moderate bills than ufual in the fouthem 
parts of England. I was uncommonly 
pleafed with the inn at Dover. — The land- 
lady, a widow, is fenfible, civil, remark- 
ably and linaiFeftedly kind and attentive to 
her guefts. — Juft after my arrival, four or 

five 
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'five captains of yachts, all together, entered 
uxy room, and, rather in a blunt and forward 
manner, feverallj preffed for my employ* 
ment. After fome refleftion, I told them 
that I had a friend in town with whom I 
would advife ; that i wiflied them to retire 
for the prefent ; and that, 2f they thought 
proper to return in about an hout and an 
half, I fhould be then ready to determine 
myfelf. — In the interim I converfed with 
my landlady on the matter .-r-She appeared 
ihy of explicit and particular advice, for 
fear of offence to any of them ; but from 
flirewd hints, I perceived that flie had the 
beft opinion of a Captain Sharp, whofe good 
countenance and gentle manner had already 
prepoffeffed me in his favour. According- 
ly, when they returned, which they did 
very pundually at the time appointed, I j 
difmiffed the reft, and dealt with him.— 
From his very fair and obliging behaviour, 
A 4 I had 
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I had good reafon to be fatisficd i 
choice-— I told him, that as I trai? 
health and amufement, being old» 
nar J, and tiniorous at fea, I was de 
not to embark without a profpe£t 
babilit^ of an eafjr paffage ; nor 
fail in the night time. — Our bargai 
gulated in thefe terms, and fix guii 
as his fare, for myfelf, ipj ferv 
carriage. — ^Next morning early he 
me, and honeftljr told me there w 
gale ; that as the wind was crofs 
the paffage would be fafe enough, 
be tedious and uneaf j ; but that I 
down to the port and judge for my 
was willing either to fail or ftay till 
as I pleafed. — ^When at the port, '. 
what he called a frefli gale, was j 
tempeft ; fo I declined to go. — t 
wasweUfatisfied; and that from ap] 
he hoped foon for. a favourable 

w 
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weather. — ^Twoothet yachts failed, and had 
a very diftreffing paffage. — My good cap- 
tain proved a true prophet. Next morning 
be announced a moderate gale and fair wind* 
— We failed, and had a delightful pafiage 
in three hours. — Before we parted, Captaia 
Sl^arp gave m^ an adviqe, which I believe 
to be very jufl and material for travellers 
tp know. — ^He i3aid, that, in returning froia 
the Continent, it is more eligible to Osdl 
from Boulogne than from Calais, as wa 
fave twenty four-miles of laud joumey,k 
and generally have a more favourable and 
expeditious paiTage. — In Calais, I put up at 
the celebrated hotel of Deffcin, — I was im^ 
mediately vifitedby abegging Capuchin, a$ 
I fuppofe, the fame perfon who is defcribe4 
by Sterile. — I told him, that being a herc^ 
tic, he could expefl: nodiing from me,«^ 
His behaviour was mild and decent...«.He 
laid there were good men of all religions^ 



«nd that charity wa» a general prlncipli 
I (haU give him fomething, althoug 
think it a vile pradice, and one of ] 
fanaificdmodcsofpickingpockets. — ^It ^^ 
me two guineas to clear aU charges^ ^x/^ 
landing, and cuftom-houfe claims. — ^This,I 
believe, is moderate, efpecii^j as I was a£- 
fured that a large cafe of EngUfh kniveft 
and forks would be liable to forfeiture, if 
the cuftom«-houfe officers were rigorous—— 
In this and other points, I think I can per- 
ceive fjmptoms of conciliating meafures 
with France. — The quaintnefs of Sterne's 
wit (which has many admirers) ftruck me 
forcibly when I again converfed with the 
Capuchin. — ^This inn is not only magnifi- 
cent, but conmiodious, and remarkably- 
well ferved. — It well merits the encomiums 
bellowed on#it by travellers. — Mr. Deffein 
appears to me a feniible, confiderate, unaf- 
f^ed man.^-*^He is very attentive and fer^ 
m viceablc 
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Ticeable to travellers who defire to con^ 
verfe with him, and, I think wifelj, leaved 
travellers, who exprefs no fuch defire, ta 
their own difcretion. — I thought mjfelf 
much obliged to him for his kind fervice, 
and good advice in feveral particulars. — H^ 
aided me to fettle with the cuftom-houfe.— 
He gave me French money for my Eng- 
lifh guineas, at the beft rate of exchange* 
He advifed me to keep my Englifli crowns 
and half crowns, as they have a profitable 
currency in all parts of France. — ^He ex- 
plained to me, that, by the king's ordi- 
nance, if I kept the pole of my carriage, I 
muft employ four horfes ; but that, by quit- 
ting it, three would ferve, which proved 
a confiderable faving in the courfe of m^ 
long journeys through France, 

On the ii/£, I set out for Paris, and 
proceeded no farther that day than to tb% 

poft 
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poft houfe at Boulogne.^— I bad good e^^^ 
tainmentt below the common rates in ^C^ 
land.* — Five livref for two bottles of ^%7i;r 
good BurgundjiT-^Foar livres for dinner tc 
two perfons, and three for my lodging8«<.-*i 
^ere fome Britiih gentlemen, bj recom^ 
mendation from firiends at London, waited 
on me, and offered me manj civilities, which 
m/ftate of health obliged me to decline. ■■■ 
So, on the 1 2th I proceeded to Montreuili 
and lodged at the court of France inn, 
where my entertainment was elegant, and 
my bill very moderate* — My fervants were 
on board wages, at the rate of three livres 
each per day, 

i^tb September » — ^DiHED at the Tete d« 
Beaf,at Abbeville, very wcU, with abotU^ 
of good burgundy, for a reckoning of (ix- 
livre$,.-^upped and ftaid at the poft houfe 
Fdiwowt, tM fimd wd}, for feyen livres, 

—Id 



—-In feveral articles, the expence of pofting 
here is mote moderate than in Britain.-:-^" 
The xztcper mile is lefs. — ^We pay no tolls, 
no charge to waiters, hoftler, or boot-catch, 
-i— The waiting maids and drivers are well 
contented with one livre each. 

i/^th September. I breakfasted at the 
Duke de Burgognc Anns. — ^The French 
people are joyous and happy in all ranks, 
down to the loweft poverty, — They are more 
properly objefts of our envy than pity.— * 
My ragged driver this morning enjoyed 
his pipe, and fung a merry fong by turns ;— 
whilft, with fome Britiih thoufands of in- 
come, I could not divert a fit of Britifli me- 
lancholy. To me, e\ery thing appeared 
imder a gloom. — ^The ill condition of vil- 
lages I had paffed through ;— half inhabited. 
^Houfes in dreary difrepair.-^Numbers 
of beggars^ of whom the moft deteftable arc 

Capuchin&. 
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Capuchins .-^Cuftom-houfe extortions— ^lA ' 
fine country, ill cultivated and nninclofecL 
—Nothing like the accommodations fiir 
travelling in Britain. — ^N« B. I had been 
reading my friend Smollet*s obfervatioas 
on this route. 

t^tb September^ I DINED and flspt at 
Bretuil. — After dinner, I imbibed with my 
excellent burgundy a portion of French fpi- 
rit and good humour.1— I perceived that, the 
ill condition and ruinous flate of villages, as 
dcfcribed, was exaggerated. — I confidered 
that it was better idle people be allowed to 
beg, than that the induflrious fliould be 
obliged to maintain them. — The difgrace of 
begging is fome reftraint on the pradice, 
and the miferable imcertainty of its fuccefs 
a ftill greater difcouragement. — But legal 
maintenance is the reverfe. — It is a never- 
failing incitement to idlenefs, and difcou- 
ragement 
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x^gcment to induftry. — The Capuchins are- 
refpeftful, generally modeft in their appli- 
cations, and very pioufly thankful,, return- 
ing prayers as value for our charity j and 
what better pennyworths have we from our 
own eftabliflied clergy ? — The cuftom-houfe 
officers are on public duty. — A moderate 
bounty contents^ them^. and they are always 
polite. — The farmers begin to makefomeinw 
provements in this country, ajjid they feem^ 
to be in a good train — In the north of Eng* 
land and Scotland,, the theory and pradlice 
of ornamental and profitable agriculture are 
of a very modem date. — If the acconmio*- 
dations for travelling, in the articles of hired 
carriages, drivers, hamefs, are not yet fo good 
here as in Britain, they are cheaper; and 
this advantage is only a modem impr^;|Q|e^ 
ment, in which, with other more important 
reforms, it is not improbable that they 
may foon excel us. — Moll kinds of provi.- 

fions 
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lions ate good and plentiful in thil tountr^ 
— Cookerj, to the general tafte/is faperi* 
or ; the wine better, and cheaper ;— good 
burgundy for the price of adulterated port 
in the Englifh inns. — Thefe are capital art!* 
cles for honed fellows who love good cheer, 
and deiire not to join any of thofe multi- 
tudes who difturb this world fo often about 
ferious, andy for the moft part, incompre* 
hedible matters. 

i^tb Septemher. I DIKED and fupped at 
the Hotel d' Angleterre, Chantilly. Many 
years ago, I faw the grand palace, gardens, 
and famous ftables here, objedts of admira* 
tion to travellers of tafte, for the greatefE 
diftin£lions of high life. — I, as a plain philo- 
fophical fort of a man, am better pleafed to 
obferve, that the prefent Prince de Condi 
encourages induftrious people to fettle and 
build good houfes in his village.^— He fays, 

I am 
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I tim told, and I think moft nobljr^ that he 
would gladly furrender one great houfe 
appropriated to himfelf and his fandlj for 
feverdi thoufands of free induftrious peojde, 
thriving and happy, every one in his owit 
houfe.'-^He has taken one meafure con*^ 
dticive to this good end, by ercdting a china 
manufaftoiy here, which fucceeds very welL 
— The Englifli landlady at this inn is fen* 
fible and civil. — Here I have paid the high* 
eft bill of any on the road, chiefly owing to 
the circumftance, that, in the mode of the 
fouth of England, every article is charged 
feparately ;*— ^y«t I was far from being dif- 
latisfied; — for my accommodation and en* 
tertainment have been remarkably good. 

I NOW approach to Paris, and recoiled 

that on all this route I have not feen oni^ 

male waiter ; — only one landlord has made 

his appearance; — and, alack a day ! not one 

B pretty 
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pretty girl. — ^In this country all kinds of 
vehicles^ on the high-roada ;aiuft give way 
to pofl^arciagesy by the King^s ordinance^ 
which is conftantly ohferved.— Our coin* 
monality are apt to fpum at fuch ufeful re«* 
gulations. — If they hada proper fenfe of li- 
bertyi they would at leaft be as well dif- 
pofed to obey the a£b of our legiflature, a» 
the French are to revere the royaledi&s. 

i6th September* — I this day arrived in 
P^Sy at the Hotel de York, without any 
inftance of ill ufage or impofition in the 
courfe of this journey, except that at the poft 
koufe,firfl ftage from ChantiUy,. they exa£led 
thirty-fix fous for my breakfaft, which is 
more than double the ufual rate.— The land- 
lord is a veryfenfible civil man.^ — ^His wife, 
well qualified i&£ her ftation, is an Englifh 
woman; and he fpeaks the language well« 
thaug^bQmatDunkirk.r— I have two hand* 

fome 
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Tome apartments for ipyfelf, and fufEcient 
accommodation adjoining for ray two fer- 
vaats at one Louis d'or and a half ^r week. 
I pay fifteen livres a day for a good ychariot, 
two horfes, and driver* — The lateTcarcity 
of fodder occafioned an edid, which autho- 
rifes, for a limited time, a rife in the rates 
of hired horfes, both on the poft roads and 
in cities. — I have fettled terms with a ren- 
table Traiteur, at the rate of five livres, 
when alone, and fix livres a-head, when I 
have company, — I am very well ferved 
and fo plentifully, that the fragments are 
always fufficient for the ufe of my fervants* 
— I am well ferved with wines, by my 
obliging countryman Mr, Madagan, who is 
in company with Monfieur Boufiee, pre- 
fently at London. As a i^pecimen, I fet 
down the following note . of wines, now 
fent to me. 

£ a Burgund/« 
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X. ST. 

Burgundy, one dozen, at four 

livres per bottle, 48^ o 

Three tsottles vin de Grave, at 

three livres^r bottle, 9 o- 

Three bottles vin de Chablea^ 

at fifteen fous per bottle, 5 5 



Amounting totwo louis d'ors, 
fourteen livres, and five 
fous, - 6^' S; 

The vin de Grave is the white wine of^ 
out favourite Bourdeaux or Claret, very 
pleafant and falutarjf, though I know not 
if it is at all imported to our country. The 
£nall wine called Chables is a white Bur- 
gundy, very refrelhing, and ferves, I think,, 
with advantage, for fmall beer. — I -wag 
happy to meet with a countryman, and 
very old acq^uaintance, Chevalier Macgre- 

got. — 
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gor. — To him I owe a great fliare of the 
amufements, comforts, and information I 
have enjoyed, during my refidence here. 
At an unlucky and early period of his life, 
he was obliged to retire from his native 
country. He engaged in the French fer- 
vice, and has diflinguiihed himfelf, little to 
his advantage, though honoured with a 
badge of merit. If he could have recon- 
ciled himfelf to make a profeffion of the 
Catholic religion, his advancements in the 
fervice would certainly have been confide- 
rable. 

2^th September. This day I entertained 
9i fmall and choice party of friends at la 
Rape, near the Boulevards, and on the fide 
of the river. — It is a houfe in high vogue 
for dreffing a luxurious difli, called Matef- 
lot. — It is a kind of filh Olio, compofed of 
eels, carp, &c. with a high feafoned and 
B 3 favoury 
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favoury fauce. — I own I have a vulgar 
tafte, and like what, in Scotland, we callfiDi 
and fauce, if well made, much better. — 
We had other nice diflies, and very good 
wine. — ^We difcovered an evident defign to 
impofe upon us as Engliflmien ; but my 
honeft friend Macgregor reftrained them 
within moderate bounds. — ^We were well 
diverted with fome circumftances which I fet 
down. — Our landlord affured us we Ibould 
have dinner on the table, dans une bonne 
demi heure.-^Kix&x waiting an. hour and an, 
half, we called ; — the waiter, fomewhat a 
wit, and very much a knave, affured us 
that dinner- fliould be ferved in a minute ; 
but he added pertly, une minute ici ejl 
compofee d^un bon quart d^ heure. Our 
friend the Chevalier had, before hand, fo 
correftly fixed the rates of every article in 
cur bill of entertainment, that the houfe 
had no extraordinary advantage to expeft. 

—The 
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—The mettled waiter, however, tried to re- 
mtdy this grievance, by whifpering to me 
that we might have a bottle of excellent 
Champaigne. — I demanded the price ;--i^ 
to which he gave an evaEve anfwer ; — I 
then faid aloud, ^ Aik Moniieur le Cheva* 
•* lier if we &ouldhave a bottle of Chatn- 
♦• paigne, without fettling the price.*' The 
anfwer was laconic and dccifive ** Non^ 
The lively waiter replied " MonJUur^ cela 
** €^ fort diJiinB.^'* So we had our enter- 
tainnv^t for a very moderate reckoning. 
When I paid the bill, my friend defired me to 
give the waiter no more than twelve fous. 
—However, I gave him two livres, which 
he received very thankfully, and acknow- 
ledged that he always had four times more 
from the Englifh and Iriih, than from his 
own countrymen. — There are delightful 
walks at the Palais Royal, furrounded with 
rich, at leaft fplendid ihops, containing all 
B 4 forts 
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forts of wares. It will be a monument to^ 
the memory of the prefent Diike of Or- 
leans^ and a great revenue to his family. 
Here I was condu(^ed one evening, to {e» 
a very Angular fpecies of dramatic enter- 
tainment, performed by a company, called 
Zes petits comedUns^ of his Highnefs the 
Duke^s fon. The Royal Theatre , has an* 
ezdufive right to exhibit plays. — At this. 
Theatre they have fallen upon a very curi- 
ous artifice to eludie the privilege. — ^The> 
ad:ors who appear on their ftage, do not 
fpeak one word ; their lips move, and 
they go on with correfponding^ aAion and 
attitudes. But every wocd of the play is 
uttered with furpriiing propriety and cha- 
rafter by perfons behind thefcenes. The 
play was near over before this iingu- 
larity was ' difcovered t<J me, and others 
of our party. The whole was fo ftrange-- 
ly managed^ that we could have fwom 

thQ 
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die yifibk aftors were alfo the fpeakers.. 

The Bibliotheque Rojral is a grand bu51d- 
ingy filled with bodLs, manufcriptSy bufts^ 
medals, paintings. The Garde Meuble 
duRoj is another great building, which 
contains all the fine, rich, and curious fu-^ 
petfluities of the monarch. 

Herjb we faw, in great variety, armour, 
arms, ftatues, bufts, Chinefe figures, tape- 
ftries, and feveral cabinets of precious 
ftones richly ornamented ; — ^a mafs of valu- 
able and fplendid property, ufelefs to 
the owner, and only amufing to others. — 
The king was ignorant of thefe precious 
ftores, till the emperor, who eagerly went 
about to fee every thing during his late 
vifit here, informed him of its exigence, 
curiofity, and value ; — ^it is now open to 
be leen on one particular day of every 

monthc— 
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month.— A company of us obtained ^ 
fpecial warrant from the proper officer for 
accefs to it. — ^Though I was' at no imali 
expence for falhionable articles of drefs, 
and kept a handfome carriage, I felt too old 
and aukward to afpire at what is called 
the beft company and high life. — ^Yet I 
renewed old acquaintances, and made fome 
agreeable new ones, both French and Bri- 
tiih. — My old acquaintance, Mr. Colbert, 
now bifliop of Rodez, received, and treated 
me with manj marks of liberal kiadnefs. 
•—He is a man of fuperior talents, and 
highly efleemed in France, 

At this time, L d B ■ 1 biihop 
ofD J was at Paris ; — ^he honoured me 
with very obliging attentions. — ^He is an 
extraordinary man, and appears to me re- 
markably pleafant, fpirited, and intelli- 
gent. — He has made the tour of Europe 

moftly 
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y en horfeback. — He mull be very 

kind and hofpitable to his clergy. 

X One day at dinner he aiked his principal 
fenrant, — " how many hogflieads of claret 
" did we ufelaft year ?" The anfwer was, 
" Sixteen, pleafe your Lordfliip." — Such 
infiances prove the great benefit of dignities 
with high revenues in the church of Chrift, 
and how much it is advanced and improved 
fince the days of the apoftles. 



I BECAME acquainted with feveral Eng- 

liih travellers of diftindion, particularly 

Mr. H— ly, and Mr. F s, fenfible and 

well-informed gentlemen, and both lately 

from the Eaft Indies. — I had the pleafure 

to be fometimes in company with Lord 

John Murray, the oldeft general in the Bri- 

tiih fervice, paft eighty, the fineft and mod 

agreeable figure of an old man of falhion 

I ever beheld. 

Somebody 
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Somebody of my aoqnaintance infonh^w 
the famous old natural philofopher, jMoa- 
fieur BufFon, that I bad a dog begot by ^ 
wild fox on a terrier bitch in the mountain^ 
of Scotland ; — ^he fignified, by a mefTage, 
his defire to be fatisfied as to the truth of 
this matter. — I was not able to wait on him, 
as I intended ; but I communicated to him 
the grounds of my belief.-^^* That the 
** original owner, a peribn of cftdit, afifu- 
" red me of the fad. — I ftated his fierce- 
'< nefs and furly temper, and his conftant 
" praAice in the early part of every fpring, 
** to commit fome depredation on young 
*' poultry, and to hide his prey, till reftrain- 
** ed by feverc corre&ion, as indications 
" ofhisparentage.— That the figure of this 
** dog wasveryiingular, withaftrikingand 
* handfome refemblanceto the fox, inlhape 
** and colour, and other circumftances."— • 
Had he lived .to publiib a &€w work, I fup- 
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pofe mj dog would have made a figure 
in Natural EUftoxy.— -At cofFeehoufes, and 
•ther places of public refort^ this creature 
drew manj curious perfons to converfe 
with me. — ^For fome hours in the fore- 
nooUf I bad levees even from perfons of 
diftin&ion to vifit him, and I began to ap- 
prehend, that if I had ftaid longer at Paris, 
k would have introduoed me to too much 
good company of both fexes. 

I HAVE heard many fevere complaints 
againft the Parifian tradefmen andihopkeep- 
erS| &c* for undue advantages upon firan- 
gers, of which I did not experience one in- 
ftance. Mrr Marjv mj banker, ufed me 
in the moft liberal and candid manner y. 
from my bookfeller Laureat, Rue Tur- 
rennou, I made many purchafes of books, 
maps. Sec. at very moderate prices. His 
wife, remarkably handfomei as well as good 

humoured 
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humoured and polite, furprifed me indeed ( 
when I made fome complime*it on he^ 
beautj and blooming looks, fhe told m^ 
flie was the mother of twenty children. My 
merchafit taylor, was Henry Mitman, Rue 
de Sien ; he ferved mse unexceptionably* 
Mr. Courhon, au Palais Marchand, fup* 
plied me with very fine, and indeed, coftly 
laced ruffles, without any fort of impofition. 
I had feveral wigs a la mode, from Mon*- 

fieur , at half the price they would 

iiave coft either at Edinburgh or London. 
I muft not omit fincere acknowledgments 
to my landlord and hoftefs at the hotel, for 
their civil treatment and moderate charge. 
In fhort, I am convinced, that no traveller 
is in danger of being impofed upon at Paris, 
if he is at due pains to inform himfelf con- 
cerning the charafter of the perfons with 
whom he deals. Dealers at random with 
tradefmen and fhopkeepers, are no doubt 

in 
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in hazard of being cheated, but alwajs in a 
more polite and obliging manner than an/ 
where elie. 

Though I believe Paris is die moft 
sgreeable place ofreiidence for young and 
gay people, or even for literary men in per- 
fea healdi ; yet I do not think it a pro- 
per phcc for valetudinarians. While there, 
I found my health declining ; — the air 
eannot be wholefome, where one is offend- 
ed, in almoft every quarter, with di£- 
agreeable or bad fmells* — This,. I believe^ 
isoccaiioned by the narrow dirty ftreets, 
tnd the univerfal pradlice of frying cook- 
eries, which about dinner time of day, 
in feveral quarters, is almoft fuffocating. 

As I am a lover of dramatic entertain- 
ments, I hoped to find at Paris fome mo- 
dem pieces in a better tafte, lels in the 
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quaint and outr6 ftyle, than many aI 'i 
thefe, which, of late years, have been ap- * 
plauded at London ; — hitherto I am dif- 
appointed. — ^They eameftly ftudy to imi- 
tate nature: — ^But to ufe Shakefpeare'4 
expreili6n, — they either overdo or cotne 
tardy off for Wiant of that rare and preci* 
t)us gift of nature, — the power of original 
genius, — So, like ours, their dramatic pro- 
duflions are not eafy imitations, but ftrain<i> 
ed affeftations of nature. — ^They refemble 
us too in quaintnefs for wit, and the outre 
in place of fublime. — ^Voltaire himkfelf^ 
with all his fame, abounds in thofe modem 
qualities of excellence, in dramatic com-^ 
pofition, and in his Henriade. — ^We feem 
to have infenfibly formed a fort of treaty 
of dramatic commercl&.-^We mutually 
borrow fantaflical plays from each other* 

This harmony of tafte feems to havft 

chiefly 
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diieflj prevailed under the monarchy of 
David Garrick over our London Tlieatre. 
—He had great talents as an a&or, but 
vns low in the charafter he much affec- 
ted, of a dramatic writer. — His alterations 
on moft of Shakefpeafe's plays, are as 
execrable, as his performance, in fome of 
kis capital charafters, efpecially in the 
comedies, was natural, juil, and admi- 
rable. — I difcoverthat Garrick's o»?rr cha- 
rafters, of Flafli and Fribble, which at 
this day give tranfports of mirth to the 
multitude of our fpetlators, were aim oft 
literally tranflated from a French play — 
I felt no plcafing fenfation when I faw his 
pifture fet up at Stratford upon Avon, as 
» companion for Shakefpeare. — He looks 
like a Harlequin in the company of a hero. 
—The fooleries of his jubilee throw ridi- 
tuleon our times ; — and are only pardon- 
fcblc for the good intention. — Had Shakef- 
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peare himfelf been a fpeftator, he woi^ 
have exclaimed, on hearing the ode, 

Eitreznely ftrain*d, and conn*d with cruel pam. 

Akd upon the baUad, he would have 
repeated thefe lines ; 

** Vd rather be a kitten, and cry mew / 

•* Than one of thefc fame metre-ballad mongers. 

*^ I'd rather hear a brazen candleftick tarn*d, 

•* Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree, 

'* And that would nothing fet my teeth on edgc^ 

" Nothing fo much as mincing poetry ; 

** It's like the forc*d gait of a ihuffiing nag. 

The inferior ranks of mankind, down 
to the loweft commonalty in Britain, cer- 
tainly enjoy more efFeftually an equal 
and impartial adminiftration of law and 
juftice in all points, either civil or crimi- 
nal. — They are much more fecure from 
the haughty inftdts or cruel opprefEon^ 
of the great, the powerful, and the nobles, 
than in France. — This is very obvious 

even 
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ben on a tranfient comparifon of the Con- 
don and nutnners of the people in Lon« 
, don and Paris. — Our people in general 
ue alfo UJi involved in the miferable de* 
hfioos of fuperitition and prieftcraft.-— 
Thefe are glorious advantages for us ; 
bat fenfible and confiderate men will not 
. Tainly boaft of and overvalue thofe bene* 
its-^Trace our hiftory fairly, and it will 
be fDund evident that we owe them more 
to accidental and fortunate circumftancesy 
than to fuperior virtue or exertions. — We 
twc the reformation of religion, to the 
brutal paiEons of one tyrant*, and of go« 
Temment, to the extraordinary folly and 
^jncarance of anotherf. — Do not the bulk 
rf our people in the South and North, 
oftoi fly into all exceffes either of wild 
cothufiafm or licentioufnefs, and fome- 

• Henry Vin. f Ja»« "• 

C a timesi 
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times, bj a ftrange aflbciation, into botii 
at oiice. — In point of abjedt credulity, we 
are a match for the French. — ^Not to men-* 
tion an J abfurdlties in the common tenets 
of our eftabliftied faith; — and leaving thefe 
to dealers in controverfy ;— in divinity, 
phjfic, law, and politics, quacks thrive 
among us,' and no people on earth are 
more egregioufly duped. — The Catholic 
belief of miracles and cures performed by 
relics of faints, is not a greater proof o^ 
weaknefs in the human underftanding, 
than our prevailing credulity in the adver- 
tifed puffs of infallible remedies, for every 
diftemper. — We are, almoft in a conftant 
fucceffion, mifled by pretenders to patriae 
tifm. In politics, thofe who are not • the 
interefted creatures of faftion and party, 
form their opinions from the fuperficial 
information of feeble news-mongers, and 
declamatory pamphleteers 5 — and we value 

iiew 
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new books generally according to the 
' diftates of ' thofe affiiming critics, who 
call themfelves reviewers ; and, who for 
&c moft part, are neither wife nor impar- 
dil judges. 

On the iStb September^ I fet out on the 
load through Burgundy from Paris to 
Lyons ;— all night at ElTone, only twenty 
miles, at the Lion d'or ; — a dear bill ; fix 
livres for lodging, and fix for poor enter- 
tainment, 

2^th September^ I passed, with little 
oWervation, Fontainbleau diftinguiflied only 
«s die King's hunting feat in the middle 
.0' a wild barren country ; yet the grapes 
froluced in it are remarkably good. — I 
proceeded no farther that night than to 
Moret, twenty-fix miles ; — put up at the 
Lclle image, which Dutens fays is a good 
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inn ; — I found it execrable for entertam* 
menty though my bill was moderate* 

30/i September^ I BREAKFASTED at the 

poft-houfe, Villencuve. My landlady,^ 

when I called for a bill, faid, (he knew 
the cuftom of this road was to charge the 
Englifh higher than any other travellers ; 
—that fome of them were offended at tfiia 
pra&ice as an impofitiony and others feesn^^ 
ed difpleafed at vulgar reckonings, — She 
therefore begged I would pay what I 
pleafed ; — or at the fam^ rate as I thought 
reafonable at any other inn on the road.—-. 
I know not from what motive, but this 
lingular fort of difcretion induced me to 
pay her very liberally. — I was all night 
at the poft-houfe Villeneuvc le roi, — rwell 
ufed. — Advancing fouthward, I think I 
already feel a milder climate, and fome 
benefit to my health, fmce I left Paris^ 

from 
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> bom change of air and moderate journeys. 
—This day I have advanced about thirtj- 
fiz miles. The grapes begin to be of 
a better relifli and richer flavour ; — the 
pears in France are excellent ; — the apples 
and the peaches in general no better 

dum our own ;- theftrawberries, goofe- 

krries, and other finall fruit not fo 
good.— I do not think the wheat bread 
ib bvourj and nourifliing as in Britain. — 
I know not for what reafon, whether from 
Me& of foil fit for producing that grain, 
finom want of proper cultivation, or from 
die cifcumitance, that thej ufe leaven^ 
and np barm or jeaft ; — or from all thefe 
cades.— I obferve that through all this coun* 
tijr, they have at the inns, &c. great plenty 
of pigeons, turkies and other poultry. 

ifi OSiober^ I diked very well and 

ccftfbnably at the poft-houfe Auxerre, a 

C 4 xjQ\ytx 
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town of coniiderable trade, and proceed^C^^ 
to Vermenton all night; — about thirty-*^ 
fix miles ; a delightful day's joumej, th^ 
hills covered with luxuriant vineyards » 
and a very extenfive plain alfo covered 
with rich vineyards, and intennixed with 
fertile corn-fields. — I faw little pafture ; ' 
—and muft inquire how their cattle^ 
flieep and horfes are maintained. — I ob- 
ferve many^dd carriages,, commonly drawn 
by two or four cows, for tranfporting 

wines and other merchandife I was par-. 

ticularly captivated with a fpecies of pop- 
lar or willow abounding in this country ; 
— they are beautiful, finely buiked, and 
grow both in thickets and rows very fail, 
and to a great height. — They refembleboili 
the Lombardy poplar and Huntingdon 
willow ; but are of. a different fpecies, and 
more beautiful than either. — ^I am aflurcd 
that I may have excellent plants of them 

fron^ 
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^ ftom die nurfery-men near Lyons ; and I 
an refolvcd to try the experiment of pro-» 
pagating them in our country*. I ob- 
fenre, that the peafants and villagers in 
Ais country, employ an uncommon, arid 
faiprifing number of aflfes for riding and 
petty cvriages ; — ^which is a certain indi- 
cation of general oppreffion and poverty ; 
equally detrimental and difgraceful to men 
of power and property in all countries. 
I feel difturbed with fome apprehenfions, 
tirnt enormous taxes, and the ill judging 
avarice of many landlords in Scotland, may 
in time force our people to fuch ufe of this 
fluggifh, but ferviceable and eafily fupport- 
ed little animal, 

2d O&obevy I BREAKFASTED Well at the 
poft-houfe Lucy le bois ; — all night at the 

^ In fiad, I have fince done fo, with every promiGng 
tppearapce of fuccefs. 
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Afaifon Neuve, thirty feyen tniles, very 
well ufod ;— for dinner, wine, lodging and 
fire only ^elve liyres. — On the firft two 
polls of this day's journey, the country 
s^ppears barren ^d fto^y ; it mends as we 
go on; — ^is moftly a com country, feiv 
vines to be feen except on diftant hills.-— 
Some attempts appear to form inclofures 
in the Engliih msuiner, by thorn hedges 
^d rows of trees j— unfuccefsfuUy, for 
want of ikill and care in the modes of planter 
ing and prefervation ; — ^yet at a diftance^ 
and on a general view, the trees, ^nd eveu 
defe£tive hedges, give an ornament to (he 
face of the country .-rr-I have remarked 
that the men and women, and alfo tha 
horfes, are larger and handfomer, in Cham-* 
paigne and Burgundy, than in the other 
parts of France wher^ I have travelled. — 
Certainly the French people in general 
have naturally a greater portion of what 

IS 
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is called fpirit, than the Britifh j — ^yet 
dieir horfes gre moftlj fluggifh, and have 
sot the figure, fire, and mettle of ours >-« 
chiefly I fuppofe from defed of pafture, 
bdder, and proper grain, 

08<lk(T Sdi I BREAKFASTED at the poft- 
bpofe Viteaux. — I obferve, that mj old 
fiiend Smollet when overcharged iat the 
iDOs, was jn a violent paffion and threaten** 
ed v^geancp by force or law, ever with- 
out redrefs.-^-On fuch occafion^, hitherto 
are, I have tried a different method with 
better fucpefs. — At this inn, the landlady 
deomided forty fous for my breakfaft, — I 
calmly rcmonftrated, to this purpofe : — 
*? I am no imexperienced traveller; — I 
^* know your demand is extravagant, near 
<* double the higheft ufual rate : — Yet, if 
^ you infift, I fliall pay you ;— -but be 
^ fure I iball hereafter avoid yqur houfe. 
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<< — and report your behaviour to other 
" travellers." — The woman readilj re-i 
ft rifted her bill to twenty-four foii3, equal 
to one ihilling fterling, and received it 
thankfully. — By the fame argument at 
the Lion d'or, E^one, I reduced an extra-^ 
vagant bill, no lefs than fix livres, — ^which 
made it reafonable, — ..and the balance was 
alfo thankfully received. — Indeed, on fuch 
occafions, the experience and honeftj of 
my foreign fervant have been materially 
ufeful. — He generally fettles my bill be- 
fore I enter the inn ; — but when this pre-» 
caution has been omitted, I never fail to 
reform an unreafonable bill, in the above 

method I put up all night at the Prince 

de Conde, Dijon, — capital of burgundy. — 
It has a very agreeable fituation, and thriv- 
ing appearance, — populous and cleanly. — 
The prince has a handfome palace here^ 
»**and there is a large fine building for an 

acade^njT 
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academy of fciences. — Near this cltj, there 
is a fmall territory, the prince's property, 
which produces the wine called Romania 
of much fuperior quality and flavour to 
any other Burgundy. — The great family 
of Conde had long been in ufe to engufs 
all this excellent wine ; and what could 
be fpared from their own hofpitality, they 
gave in prefents moftly to the king of 
France, and other fovereign princes — 
This prince of Conde finding meafures of 
economy very neceflary from the Hate of 
his finances, among others, had ordered 
this precious wine to be faved for feveral 
years paft ; — and a large quantity of it 
was lately fold to the merchants at Paris, 
of which my friends purchafed a cpnfide- 
rable fhare, at fuch a price, that they fatis- 
fied me, it could not be fold in retail at 
London, under the rate of one guinea j&^r 
bottle. — After repeatedly tafting it, I ex- 

pre3e4 
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prefled regret, that I could not, witfiditt 
apparent extravagance, take anj wine at 
fuch a price.— They very obligingly agreed 
to let me have a hamper of nine dozen^ 
without profit«^-This parcel flood me at 
the rate of nearly nine livres per bottle^* 
prime coft in Paris.— *In faA, it came into^ 
my pofleffion in Britain, happily, without 
adulteration % — ^but not without fome break-* 
age and embezzlement on the pailage«— « 
I have occafionally regaled my friends with 

a bottle of it ^When finifhed, I defpair 

to have again fo exquiiite a h(mne boucbe 
for their entertainment..'— The profpeds 
and environs of this town are delightful; 
*— for a great part of this day's journey^ 
the country is mountainous ;-<-We faw few 
vines, and poor crops of corn. — lobferve, 
that plantations of foreft trees would thrive 
well ; — ^but they are quite neglefted. — la 
fome of the low grounds, efpecially on the 

borders 
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Iniders of rivulets, mj favourite poplars 
make a charming figure, and again invite 
jne to an experiment at home« 

Ml rate of polling has been generally 
low,— feldom, above, and, for the moft 
part, below ^X Englifli miles per hour.— 
I do not blame the drivers.-— I obferve no 
inftance of their being obftinatelj or will- 
fiiDy tardy, as they fometimes are in Bri- 
tain. — ^They pufh their horfes even unmer- 
cifully, and their apology is commonly 
juft J " Monfieur fai fait man pqffihle.^^ — 
Fnwn thefirft ftage this morning, the horfes 
•were frefh, and I was treated with the ex- 
pedition of Engliih polling i — this merit I 
lewarded only by a fixpence extraordinary 
to the driver ; and by continuing this little 
bounty, always reported to the next pollil- 
lion, I was fo well ferved, that though this 
18 the longeil day's journey I have made, I 

reached 
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reached my evening quarters fome hourt 
earlier than ordinarj.-— I find the grapes 
here remaikabljr delicious. 

OBoher /[tHr, I BREAKFASTED at the poft- 1 
houfe La Baraque, and was all night at . ' 
Challon j — a fine, populous, and trading 
town, bcautifullj fituated on the Saone. — 
My entertainment was good, and a mode* . 
I'ate bill at the Cheval Blanc. — I have 
this day travelled forty-five miles, through 
a delightful and extenfive plain, abound'- 
ing with the richeft grapes of France, and 
m which fome of the higheft growths of 
Burgundy are produced. 

OBober ^thy BREAKFASTED at Sennecey^ 
at the ufual rate of one ihilling Englifli^ 
or twenty-four fous ; — dined and put up 
all night at La Maifou Blanche ; — forty-* 
fevea n^iiles. On my journey this day, 

the 
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die fiacc of the country has varied confider* 
Mj, — ^For the firft two pofts, it is bleak, 
without produdion of vines, or any other 
crop except Turkifh com, refembling to- 
btcco ; — of this we faw various and exten- 
five fields. About half way between 
Seonecey and Toumus we pafTed a fieep hill, 
from which a delightful profped opens 
iawn upon the river Saone, and fine 
extended fields on each fide of it, ftill 
irithout large vineyards till we come 
near to this ftage.* O n the latter part 
of this day's journey, I obferved fome 
iinall fields of turnip, and more than 
commoaly good paftures. — The turnip is 
not of the fame form and fize as ours, but 
has a root like our parfnip and carrot. 
—Their cows are numerous, all white, 
which id reckoned a bad colour in our 
breeding countries.-*-They are much em- 
ployed lA labour, both for carriages and 
D plowing, 
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plowing, which is very flightlj performed^, 
by one man, fometimes bj a woman, and 
two cows.— In the courfe of this jawmejf 
I have not obferved any field of potatoes^ 
though I am perfnaded they might have 
great and ufeful crops of them in tliei;r 
light gromids. 

I AM habitually, if not naturally iby ia 
the company of ftrangers— I do not re« 
member, that in any part of Britain, I ever 
^1^ was the firit to break filence \^ ftrangers 
whom I accidentally met, from an appre* 
henfion, I fuppofe in general miftaken, of 
an unkind or furly reception. FronoL an 
opinion of French good humour and cheer* 
ful politenefs, I have begun to take the 
firft word with a ftranger, of which I have 
experienced this day no lefs than three 
very agreeable inftances.— -About halfway 
on the firft ftage, we met a poft-chaife ; 

both 
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both poftillions ftopt to exchange horfes; 
»— a pra&ice ufual, and verj convenient, 
for obvious reafons. — I faw, in the other 
po&-chaife, a gentleman of a verj pre-en- 
pging appearance—^-He had much the air 
rf a well-J>red perfon^ and the drefs of a 
tailitarj manof diftin&ion. Hedroptfome 
qncftions to my fervant in Englifli, which 
Ik fpoke eafilj, though he had never been 
m England. — ^I took the hint ; a conver- 
bdonenfaed, which could not be lafting ; 
*-Imt to me it was verj aggreeable. — I 
gave him the firft intelligence of our com- 
tncrdal treaty, at which he expreffed great 
iatisfisi£Uon in the politeft terms. — ^He re- 
commended Arms de la Pays at Lyons, 
IS an excellent and reafonable hotel. — My 
kcotti interview was with a prieft, as we 
1>odi walked on the defcent of the hill 
Aove mentioned. — ^He appeared to be a 
decent, fenfible man ; and alfo expreiT- 
D 2 eA, 
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«d, in' liberal terms, his joy to hear of di 

cominercial treaty with Britain. tKj 

third interview was with a genteel-loob' 
ing man, who walked about, while I< 
waited for poil horfes at St. Albion. — S 
underftood that he had the management 
of an eftate, the property of a monafteryV 
in that neighbourhood. — He invited me t^ 
take fome refrefliment at his houfe adjoin-* 
ing— I excufed myfelf, by telling him I 
was impatient to get on to a warm clixnate 
for health. — It was then furprifingly coldv 
— He told me, in that part of the country, 
the climate, from local circunfiflances^. is 
unfavourable, and that I fhouM find no 
material alteration till after I pafTed Lyons* 
For fomc time, I have paid four livrcs for 
bed and fire. — He informed me, that thia 
is the fctded rate for travellers by poll, 
though lefs than the one half was com- 
monly exafted jfrom. others.— >• At my even- 
ing 



i 
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iog inn, the bill was very moderate ; and 
here I find the white grapes are exquifite. 
—1 have no where yet met with a meUow 
and highly flavoured red grape*. 

08ober 6tb^ Breakfasted at St. 
George's ; — a paltry village, where theland- 
hdj attempted unfuccefbfuliy to impofe on 

me. In the afternoon, I arrived at 

Ljons. — ^At Paris, I had been recommend- 
ed to the hotel d' Artois ; but I have qo 
leafon to repent, that, as advifed on the 
nmd, I went to the hotel de la pays. — 
The country through which I have this 
day pafled, is finely diverfified by hills moll- 
Ij covered with vines to the tops ; — vai* 
lies of com fields interfperfed with vine- 
jards ; — and a more extenfive trad of mea- 
dow and padure grounds along the banks 
of the beautifiil river Saone, than I have 

* At Lyons, t found them excellent. 

Dj yet 
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yet fecn, — Some attempts to inclbfe with 
thorn hedges appear; — thej have ini£« 
* carried for want of ikill and care.^-.^^-There 
is a fhew of trees over the face of the coun^ 
irjj and on fome hills ; hut not being fen<«- 
ced| thej are not thriving. 

The city of Lyons and its environs, ms 

vrt approach, make a glorious appearance; 
~-wiId and romantic, yet highly cultivated' 
and |>opulQUs.*— Near the city, I faw, for 
the firft time on this road, a field of fine 
clover, which would certainly be one valu^ 
able produ& for the country.^— The French * 
have this evident advantage over us in 
Britain, that they may profit by o»r exam- 
ple in the culture of grafs and grain, and 
in improvements by inclofures and plant- 
ing ;-^whereas we can derive no advan* 
tage by their ikill and experience in the 
management of vines* 
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' OBober 'jtby This day I prefented 1x17 
ktter of recommendation and credit from 
Monfieur Mary to Meflrs. Andrew Faje 
tad Company here. — ^Mr. Faye is a man of 
fade, of very obliging manners, and agree- 
ibk converfation«— He and other gentle- 
men of this place confirm my purpofe of 
refidingy for moft part of the winter, at 
Hyeres, as a climate almoft invariably mild 
and lierene.—- They reckon one hmidred and 
fifty thoufand people in this city. — It is 
•a common obfervation, that at Marfeilles, 
where the occupations of the people are 
more in trade, than in manufa6lures, great 
nnmbexis appear every day on the ilreets ; 
—bat here they are all manufadurers or 
ihop*keepers ;— fo that on ordinary week- 
days, the ftreets appear almoft empty; — 
bat on fundays and holidays, we fee a pro- 
digious population. 

D 4 I am 
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I AM very defirous to proceed on my 
journey, partly on horfeback. — I am told^ 
that in this country they have a good breed 
of faddle-horfes, and they deal with Swit- 
zerland for ferviceable horfes. — Monfieur 
Faye ailifts me in treating with a great 
and reputable dealer.^-^He informs me of 
an agreeably cafy, and cheap mode of 
' travelling from here to Avignpn by water 
in two days and a bajf. — I fliajl confides 
of it ; — if I cannot find a proper horff^ £ox 
my ufe, which indeed is difficult ; 

«* A horfe ! a horfe \ my kidg^om for a horfc !** 

I HIRE a good carriage here at the rate 
of twelve livres per day. — My landlady 
is an excellent perfon ; I have not been 
in aij hotel where the accommodation iis 
more commodious and elegant, the enter- 
tainment better, and the attention to a 
traveller more agreeable. 
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OBober 8rf, I was this daj condufted to 

the very beautiful chapel of .There is 

one capital pidhire here by Rubens,—. 
Chrift juft expiring on the crofs, and Mag- 
dalen, a figure of wonderful beauty and 
affecting diftrefs, at the bottom — To be 
charmed by true genius, and mafterpieces 
in painting, it is not necefiary that we be 
cither artifls or connoiffeurs. — ^We croffed 
the river by the fineft timber bridge I have 
fccn, — flight, well proportioned, and fub- 
ftantial. — ^We paffed through a delight- 
ful alley of poplars, and then arrived at 
one of their greateft hofpitals. — All appear- 
ed clean, decent and orderly. They 

were at dinner ; — on no other provifions 
but bread, milk, vegetables, or legumes ; 
.— with every fymptom of health, content- 
ment, and even cheerfulnefs. 

Ik this great city, there is a numerous 

body 
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body of merchants, moftly in retail-trade. 
-—Though few of their citizens make large 
fortunes, many of them are in eafy circum- 
ftances.-— Monfieur Faye made mention of 
a £Eimous Doftor, Monfieu r ^ » who, 

in twenty years praAice, may have Acquir- 
ed twelve or fourteen thoufand poinds 
Sterling. — I propofed a confultation pn niy 
complaints, with a fee of two or -three gui- 
neas, in our fafliion. — ^My friend todd m6, 
I fliould run no hazard of difcrediting my 
country, if I left, on the dodor^s table, a 
fee of two pieces, of fix Kvres each, — ^that 
is, ten fhillings Sterling. — My Scotch pride 
raifed it to one Louis d*or, for which I had 
good advice — ** to ufe the beft bark I could 
" find, moderately, and not habitually." 
He gave the fame opinion precifely, 
which I had from our eminent old DoAor 
Clerk, more than thirty years ago, — ** That 
♦* my nervous compkints are not curable, 

" but 
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** but may be mitigated and relieved,—- 
** not by medicines, but by proper regi- 
^* men, moderate exercife, and change of 

." air,*' He approved highly of Dodor 

Garden's opinion, with regard to regimen, 
and he bade me take for my motto, 
ITEVER REST, anda£t accordingly. — He very 
liighly cpnuuends th^ qlimate of Nice* — 
He does not diffuade me from a temporary 
refidence at Hyeres, but makes one objec- 
tion to it, — that there is in that pleafant 
territory, a degree of dampnefs arifing from 
the nature of the foil. 

My efteemed Undlady has made me ac-» 
quainted with two very agreeable feUow- 
lodgers;---a Mr. P. . e from Ireland, 
—I have rarely feen a more ingenious, 
well-bred, and promifing youth. — My o- 
^er agreeable acquaintance is a Monfieur 
PiaiTi — a French gendeman advanced ii| 

yearsv 
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years, but, in fpirit, perfe&ly youthful^ 
and in charadker, he appears a true philo- 
fopher. — I have occafion to obferve and to 
know, that he delights in offices of kind- 
nefs said humanity, without any objeft of 
intereft. — Though his incomes, from a 
fmall eftate in the neighbourhood, are very 
moderate, his habits of life are correfpond- 
ing, frugal, fimple, and genteel; — and he 
often fays, I believe fincerely, ** Give me 
" a ducal fortune, I will not, I cannot, 
" alter my mode of living in any one ar- 
" tide, — ^fo I have no motive of difcon-^ 
" tent, or dcfire for more than I poffefs." 
— ^His opinions ^e fen£ble and liberal, un- 
tainted by any fort of prejudice, and im- 
proved by ftudies of literature. — ^He pro- 

gnofticates great changes in France. ■-» 

With generous fervour, he often faid nearr 
ly thefc words, which I fliall not forget. — 
** The lights of human reafon derived 

** from 
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** from God hixnfelf, are now generally 
•* propagated in this country, and we def- 
** pife the fuperftition of Papal power ; — 
** fo that in ten years time, we may hav€ 
" Catholics; — ^but we fliall not have on* 
" difijiterefted Paptfi in France."' 

OBoher gtb^ I have paiTed a very plea- 
font day in viewing fome of the moll re- 
markable manufadories of this great place^ 
in company with my two friends at the 
inn, and Monfieur Faye as our guide. — 
The operations of the velvet manufadkories 
are very nice and perfeft. — ^Though I can- 
not fet down any particular or fatisfaftory 
defcription, I remark fome ftriking cir- 
cumftances. — ^The manufaftories here are 
diftinguiflied for beauty and elegance. — 
With fmall profpeft of ufc or ornament to 
myfelf, I was tempted to make fome coft- 
ly purchafes.— What is called the Cbinefi 

manufactory 
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manufaSory'of velvet is verj remarkabk^ 
-^Thej have a curious and fingular art of 
djiug little fpots of varous colours upoa 
the filk threads^ in ,fuch a manner, that 
when thofe threads are properly adjufted 
bj the artift^ and wrought in the loom^ 
thejr produce the intended figure of each 
j>attem for every piece of velvet, and there 
is no known xnode of executing the fineft 
patterns fo perfeftly as this-— The art is 
flridly preferved as a fecret among the o- 
perative artifts, who teach it only to their 
own children or defcendants-^At this 
manufaftory, a conunon journeyman will 
earn at the wte of fix livres^ or five fliiL- 
lings fterling per day. — If fuch wages 
were conftant through the yeiar, it would 
be very extraordinary ;— but the matter 
was explained, that if an ordinary weaver 
can finifh a piece of this work in a fort* 
nighty Qx tibjee weeks^-— he may, for a 

month 
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SAonth foUowingi be without anj iem- 
plojment ;— during which intervaly thejr 
are preparing materials for another web. 

OBober \othj We had this day a charm'^ 
juDig prpmenade through the moft beautiful 
iUej I ever law, with the river Saone on 
the pn^ fide, and the Rhone on the other. 
It terminates .at the noble confluence of 
thefe two rivers.— -On the Rhone we faw 
ft number of very curious mills for coiji, 
and various manufadories, ereded bj 
mesms of great beams of wood, bj which 
two large boats in thebodj, and near the 
fide jof the river, are fixed at a iknall difiance 
froip each other, and fb placed, that the 
water confined between them makes a 
ilrox^ ftream to turn the wheeb, for ma« 
chixierj of difierent kinds. — All this grand 
work has been lately executed at a vaft ex* 
^euce by a company who became bank« 

rupt.— 
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jhipt ;-— diough a hard, yet no unprece- 
dented fiite, to the firft projedors and ia^ 
ventors of the moil ufeful and valuable 
arts. 

The Hptel de Ville is a grand btuld* 
ing, which contains manj handfome apart* 
ments for the accommodation of all ranks 
of men in the offices of government ; — ^the 
Ecbeoiftj and Comodantj Procureur Generaly 
&c. — The great hall is truly magnificent; 
—the walls are covered round with por- 
traits of diftinguiflied charaders; — ^fome 
of them remarkably fine paintings. — ^There 
are feveral elegant apartments ornamented 
in the fame manner for the chambers of 
juftice, police, and commerce. — ^^Antiently 
this city was a republic. — By degrees the 
monarch engroffed, in efieft, all power— <- 
Still the community of merchants elefl: 
three perfons, and the king nominates one 

of 
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6f them td be Echevin^ or chief xxiagiftrate. 
i— In the neighbourhood 6i this and all 
flonriihing cities in France, thete are tnanjr 
fine villasy pofleiTed not onlj bj the nobles 
and perfons of affluent fortunes, but alfo 
hy thriving burgefl*es of all denominations* 
^-^My landlsldj informs me, that the mili-b 
tarj gehtleman whom I met on the road^ 
is le meiUeur bomme du monde*^fZ Monfieur 
Noye, of noble family and high rank in th« 
krmji 

iiYOifi enjoys sidvantagesfingulariy great, 
from its fituation, in a very temperate cli- 
Inate, in tlie heart of France, and on two 
great navigable rivers, which have a pro- 
digious extent. 1 am aiTured, there are 

many known proteftants in this city, who 
live unmolefted, and ezercife their religion 

♦ Thebeftman in the world. 

E privately. 
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privately.^— The archibiihop of Ljon^ 
^plds yery large revenues, and great pri-» 
vileges-— A prev^Iing fubje£t of popular 
ifDomp]aii|t is, that the prefent archbifbop 
)uu ^t§d tbofe privileges with improper 
Rigour )---which lately excited an infurreo 
tion of the pammon people, fupprefled by 
^lilitary force. — Some very fihe young- 
fellows, th^ ring4e^ra» were executed^ 
fmd the prelate, an old politician, is de« 
tefted. — It feems reafonable to believe, that 
fuch provincial infurre&ions, under efta* 
bliihed governments, rarely happen with- 
out real grievances or oppreffion, by met* 
unworthily raifed to power and places- 
Lyons has filk and raw materials for their 
fine manufa£ture from Provence and the 
other fouthem piuts of France. — ^It i^ 
ftrange, that we rarely fee the materials 
of induftry wrought on the fpot that pro- 
duces them beft.^-— The manufadurers 6f 

Lyowi 
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Xrjons alfo bring their raw materials from 
Italj, from Spain, and the fineft of all 
from Turin and Savoy. 

My good friend Monfitur Clair ^ in con- 
Terfation this day, expreflcd a fentiment 
which I think is a real hon moty and I can«- 

not forbear to fet it down ^He faid, ^^Les 

** bcnnetes gens font toutes de la meme reli-^ 
giottf ;" and he added," this is the true Catho-. 
•* lie church, which can only be formed by 
•* the confenting fenfc of the >vife, unbiaf- 
** fed and enlightened part of mankind, 
** without any other diftinftion." — In the 
courfe of the fame converfation he gave us 
two anecdotes, which I muft alfo fet down. 
«-^He faid, " the Abbe Raynal, for his 
** bold writings, was baniflied from Paris ; 
<* — ^but he has been fuffered to live quiet-t 

t Men of fenfe are all of one religion* . 

Ea " Ijr 
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" ly in the fouth of France. — In his o6-»' 
*^ fervations on Feunfylvania, he has thitf 
** expreffion, Peuple heureux^ fans rot I 
** fans pretre* /" — Second anecdote. — ^The 
** regent Duke of Orleans was certainly 
** one of the greateft wits any age or coun* 
" try has ever produced ; he (aid, Pour 
" rmjjir a la eouvy il faut etre fans bonneur 
*' etfans bunieur f.'* 

OBoher iitb^ I SET out from Lyons on 
my journey fouthward by poll; — not hav- 
ing fucceeded in my wifh to purchafe a 
fit horfe, and being advifed to avoid the 
paffage by water, for fear of catching cold. 
— The bill prefentedby my very good land- 
lady was manifeftlyundercharged.r— Imade 
her a prefent of two double louis d^ors ; 

* Happy people ! who have neither king nor prieft ! 

f To facceed at court, one mufl be without honour^, 
and without a will of oneV own. 

and 
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jtnd it was ilill moderate. — I proceeded 
no farther this day than to St. Simphorion ; 
— two polls, through ahillj country, cover- 
ed with vines.^ — At the inn, the poft-houfe, 
which is a very good one, I had a bottle 
X)f an exceedingly pleafant wine, I never 
before tailed, called St. Pi^re^ the growth 
oi Languedoc* 

OBoher 14^^, I was all night at St. Val- 
lier, — ^wcU entertained at the poft-houfe. 
— ^There is, in the country through which 
I have this day paiTed, an uncommon 
variety of hill and valley, fertility, and 
fterility. — ^The Rhone often made a chear- 
fiil, beautiful appearance in our view;-— 
and all the way we beheld, at no great 
diftance, a moft magnificent hill, near which 
the excellent wine called Cotte roti is pro- 
duced. — ^A long track of hills adjoining, 
firith a ftriking refemblance to our Gram- 
E 3 plans. 
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pians, excited in me a fond remembrance of 
my own country. — ^Woe be to the man who 
loves not his native land I — ^be it barren 
or fertile, — eaft, weft, north, or fouth, — 
I have feen, in the courfe of this day's 
journey, feveral fields of potatoes, — The 
inftruments of huibandry continue, in ge- 
neral, very bad ; — ploughs formed with- 
out our effential article of iron coulters, — 
not to turn the foil, but only to fcratch it. 
— ^Yet nature feems to fupply the defefts of 
art. — By a ftrong ftubble, we perceive that 
they have had good crops of wheat and o- 
ther grain. — In this part of the country I 
cannot conjefture how their cattle are main- 
tained. — ^We fee no fufficiency of pafture 
for many cows and fhcep, though of a di- 
minutive fize. 

OBoler i3tb^I BREAKFASTED at Teint, 
the poft-hdufe— A very agreeable ftage 

along 
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dong the banks of the Rhone, with fertile 
hillsy all around.-*— I reftri£l;ed» as ufnal, an 
-extravagant bill for Breakfaft. I was all 
night at Montellmart, the poft-honfe, verj 
well ; — ^biU for all, only ten livres. — ^A- 
bout half way from Teint to Valence wa 
crofled a large river, the Iferybjarefnark-* 
ably well conftrufted fly-boat- — ^We then 
proceeded through an cxtenfive plain, fur* 
rounded by hills j — one of which product 
the famous wine called Hermitage.- — I ob- 
fcrvc, fince I entered Dauphiny, many flocks 
of black turkeys. — I have this day felt, 
very fenfibly , the fymptoms of a fouthem cli- 
xnate. — ^The weather is as hot, and we ate 
as much peftcred with flies, as in our coun- 
try in the middle of Auguft ; yet, in the 
morning, there was a hoar froft. — ^The 
clover fields, and garden produds, are af 
verdant as with us, in a favourable and ad- 
vanced fpring-feafon. — Chefnuts^, walnuts^ 
£ 4 9iii 
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mnd TDulbeirieSy cover the fields— -ThU 
day I had one of mjcafual interviews with 
French people, which pleafed me very much. 
As I waited for poft-horfes at laPaiUaiiTei^ 
• very genteel company of three gentlemen, 
and three handfome ladies, with a moft 
attraAively beautiful girl, about nine or ten 
years of age, walked paft, and obferving 
tnyBritiih carriage, (made by Creighton of 
Edinburgh, and admired wherever I travel,) 
they ftopt at a fmall diftance. — In a little 
while one of the gentlemen, in the politefl 
manner, accofted me, and gave me a pretty- 
little nofegay, which, he faid, was prefent- 
ed by a young lady who had been married 
the day before, — a well-fancied marriage- 
token to a northern man. — At the fame 
" time he held in his arms the rifing beauty, 
who fmiled, and talked, and charmed like 
a cherubim. — ^I blundered out the beft ac- 
knowledgments I could ezprels of their 

pleafing 
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f»leafing attention, and mj good wiihes. 

•—Too itoon we parted. ^I find that our 

pofting expencesy in this countiy, with 
three horfes to the carriage, and one ri* 
ding horfe for a fervant, come nearlj to 
the fame charge as two poil-horfes in Bri- 
tain, inqluding tolls, %^c. 

OBober i^thj I yiND a bunch of ripe 
grapes, taken in mj carriage, anfwers well 
for break&ft ;— fo I go on, without any 
flop, except for frefh horfes, till I chufe to 
put up for night-quarters. — This evening 
I ftopt at Orange, — the poft-houfe, a good 
inn, where the bill was moderate, and the 
' wine excellent ; — ^particularly a rich and 
delicious white mufcade wine, at three 
livres per bottle. 

The face of the country through which 
J have thi^ day pafled, is much the fame 
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as yefterdajr. — ^We are now fairly in the 
fouth of Francc-^-The climate fenfibly im- 
proves as we advance, with circumftancet 
of local difiin&ion.-— This daj we faw in 
the fields great plenty of fig and olive- 
trees. — ^Till this nighty at my inn, I never 
taftcd a ripe and frefli fig.— It regaled 
xny palate, and was exceedingly agreeable 
to -my ftomadu — ^In pxflGing through the 
country this day, I obferved that cme mode 
of maintaining their fheep is, by feeding 
tliem on the vine-leaves, after vintage is 
paft. — ^Therc are many trafts, intermixed 
with the fertile lands in this country, of 
poor andftoney, or gravelly, foils j on part 
of which they raife a kind of black oats, 
which ferve for food to their turkeys and 
other poultry. — The turkey-corn is raifed 
in a better foil, and is alfo ufed for feeding 
poultry, tiff, 

Orahps 
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Orange. is fituated in an extenfive plain, 
watered by various fine riversv— yet the 
foil is generally poor-— In this plain, mount 
Ventoux makes a great figure, and is rec- 
koned the higheft hill in France ;— the 
top of it was covered with fnow. 

Oiiober tsth^ I oiNED at Avignon.— 
I was all night at Orgon. — ^Till we ap- 
proached near to Avignon, the country had 
little appearance of fertility. — The plain of 
Avignon is highly beautiful and luxuriant* 
•— Dutensfays it refembles the famous plain 
of Piedmont.— This territory belongs to 
the" Whore of Babylon*;" but it looks like 
paradife* I hope, in my return, to make 
fome refidence on this delighfiil fpot«— •! 
was allured to ftay and dine here, by the 
fight of fome fine fea^fifli, and fared luxuri* 
oufly on a freih young turbot, well drefled» 

•TbcPopc. 

~They 
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*— They reckon the filh on this quarter of 
the Mediterranean better than at Marfeilles. 
—As the produfts of different foils in the 
earth diverfifj the qualities of animal food; 
fo do the produ&s of feas and rivers vary 
the quality of fifh. — I paid only three livres 
for my regale. — ^I founds in the parlour 
where I dined, a decent, genteel looking 
man. I was in a hum->drum Britiih 
humour, diiinclined to fpeak firft, yet wil- 
ling to talk with him. After fome 

time he broke the filence, and I was much 
pleafed with his manners and converfation. 
•i— It is very evident that the Frendi, in 
general, are difpofed to favour and refpeft 

Britiih people. ^This gentleman, before 

we parted, fet down his name and refi- 
dence in my pocket-book, — and I promifed 
to vifit him, (Monf. Thievy,) at his villa, 
near Marfeilles— He reconcmiended le 
flotel de Prince, at Aix, as a very good one. 

Offqhr 
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OBoher x6thj I arrived at the Hotel 
dc Prince, Aix, the capital town of Pro- 
vence. — ^This inn has every promifing ap- 
pearance, with one of tho£e chearful, o- 
bliging, and heart j hofteiTes, who have 
merited my favourable opinion in the 
courfe of this tour.— -A great part of the 
country through which I have this day 
pafled is very deficient in foil ; befet by a 
trad of barren and rocky hills on each*iide. 
By mere force of cUmate the olive and mul- 
berry^trees are numerous, but unthriving. 
—We obferved the fymptoms of correfpond- 
ing poverty among the peafants ; — ^meagre 
and pallid looks of men and women \ — two 
afles in each of their fcratching ploughs ; — 
and the fheep kept fromftarving by ihaking 
down the autumnal lestves of thofe trees. 

O&ober l^th^ I FIND at this hotel (Aix, 
in Provence,) a landlord oftenfible ;— the 

firft 
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firft I have converfed with fincel left Paris. 
ii— The wife, formoft port, in French inns, 
is the aftive perfcm. — ^The landlords are 
generally ftupid drones. — I find this man 
fenfible and attentive. — As I propofe fome 
refidence here, and, if advifed, to drink the 
mineral waters, or to ufe the bath, I have 
fettled my terms for very commodious and 
genteel lodging to my£df andfervants, and 
am to pay fix livres per day, and dinner at 
the fame rate. — None of his wines exceed 
four livres the bottle. — The Bourdeaux, 
at that price, is excellent. — ^He has very 
good cinnamon waters from America.— He 
has allowed me to try his own riding 
horfe, which, though not handfome, is 
firm and fteady, fo that he will ferve 

me to a wifli. Except at Calais and 

Paris, I have not found, even in the beft 
inns of this country, our very Am- 
ple, but very material conveniency of hells, 

to 
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to ring for fervicc when wanted.— I am not 
diflatisfied with the articles of entertain- 
ment here in general, but I am concerned 
to find a difficulty to get good cow's milk. 
—My landlord informs me that there are 
but three cows for all the town, though it 
contains twenty-three thoufandinhabitants* 
.^-However, he has fecured for me one 
Engliih quart every morning. — To have 
it £reih,and to prevent mixture with water 
or ewe milk, the cow muft be brought to 
the inn, and milked in prefence of my fer« 
vant.— For this article I gladly pay at the 
high rate of one Shilling Sterling, for the 
Kngliih quart ; and I remark, that on fuch 
occaiions only, I experience the benefit, for 
myfelf, of a fuperfluous income. — I have 
for many years be^n in the praftice, almoft 
every morning, in bed, of drinking about 
an Englifh pint of warm milk from the 
•ow, mi;i:ed with a little fugar, and a table- 

fpoonful 
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fpoonful of good rum, tbe ftrength and 
fpirit of which is extinguifhed, and joi^ 
tafte only its cordial flavour. — In place of 
the fugar I have long ufed a table-fpoon- 
ful of honey ; — ^it is a moft delicious, nou-- 
rifhingy and falutarj dofe. — I have often 
been thanked for this prefcription, which 
I had at fecond hand from the great Dr. 
Mead, who found in many cafes that it was 
fuccefsfiil, when the milk of afles, or mares, 
and even of women, had failed; I now 
therefore fet it down for the benefit of o- 
thers, to ufe the words, without the in- 
fincerity of quacks. — ^Here, and in other 
parts of the fouth of France, they make 
what they reckon good butter, of milk, juft 
as it comes from the ewe, by toffing it with 
both hands in a barrel, or long wooden vef- 
fel made for the purpofe. — ^Here we have 
plenty of fea-fifh; — ^whiting excellent;—-, 
fole and turbot very good, when proper 

care 
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care is taken to have them frefh ;— but in 
this thej are commonlj deficient*— The 
dimate, from Orange to this place, is 
efteemed much the fame as at Marfeilles ; 
-— onlj this country is more liable to 
violent and fliarp winds, which is attri- 
buted to mount Ventoux, and other great 
hills— —I have long entertained an opi- 
nion, perhaps fanciful, that there is a cer- 
tain chara6ler applicable in general to the 
different profeffions of men in lower life, 
without diftin&ion of countries.— —Thus, 
the gardeners have more genius and know- 
ledge than any other clafs ; — next to them, 
fmiths, mafons, and carpenters are fagaci- 
ous and intelligent ; — weavers and flioe- 
makers are generally Ihallow fanatics ;— 
ploughmen and carters brutal and ignorant » 
taylors, and their allies, dancing-mailers, 
are formal, conceited fops ; ■ barbers 
are all talkative, but have rarely any com- 
F mon 



9t TRAVELLIITG 

mon feiife. — I was led into this odd train of 
refleftion by finding, on my arrival here, a 
tarber who furprifed me with a fay ing, which 
I think is a bon mot. — After fomc painful 
progrcfs in trying to Ihave my long negleft- 
*ed, overgrown beard, he faid, Mafoi^ Mon^ 
Jieur^ce n^ eft pas fans raifon^ quevous voukss 
etre rafi,^^*'^ I'faith, Sir, it is not without 
** good reafon that you wifh to be fliaved.'* 

OBoher igth^ I have now delivered my 
letter of recommendation and credit from 
M. Faye to Monf. Gregoir, merchant here, 
— a man of e^ccellent character ; — ^fenfible, 
honeft, and obliging. — He informs me of 
a curious faft, — that the mofl part of the 
great waggon loads of cotton, which I faw 
on the road; are carried from Marfeilles all 
the way by land to Rouen in Normandy, 
where it is wrought into thread, which is 
again tranfported back to different parts of 

the 
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the iimth of France, and manufa£hired 
chieftj into handkerchiefs ; — and that not- 
withftanding the great charges of carriage, 
and different provincial impofts, the manu- 
fafiure is fold very cheap. — He fays, it 
is now in contemplation of government to 
ahaliih all provincial impofts on the raw 
materials, or manufsi^lured goods. — ^Here 
I got the Courier de P Europe^ puhliihed 
at London ; a verj ufefuland general newf- 
paper« fiimifhed any where on the conti- 
nent at a moderate expence. — In place of 
rum, I find a fpoonful of excellent cinna- 
mon waters improves my precious morn- 
ing dofe of milk. — I believe cinnamon is 
the richeft and heft of all ftomachics. — ^I 
find it a moft falutary ingredient to correft 
the ill effects of tea on weak nerves. — ^The 
climate, the retirement, the fine airings^ 
and good accommodation, and the circum- 
ftance of having a fafe and fure-footed horfe, 
F2 at 
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at an eafy hire from my landlord, induces 
me to make a longer refidence here than I 
intended. — I obferve, that the expence of 
a frugal, experienced traveller, may be very 
moderate in this country.^ — ^He goes to the 
table de hxitCy and pays only two livres 
for dinner, and an allowance of wine. — 
At night his charge is only two livres five 
fols for fupper and lodging, with an allow- 
ance of wine; — ^but it fuits not me to 
adopt this mode of travelling, — though 

I fometimes try it for amufement Nei- 

theFthe butcher-meat nor poultry are good 
here. — They praftife not the proper me- 
thods of feeding either ; — fo I dine on foup 
and fifli^ if frefh, — eggs, ripe grapes and 

figs, and I fare excellent well. They 

reckon fix hundred thoufand inhabitants 
in Provence, of which number there are 
twenty-five thoufand within the town and 
territory of Aix. — The fituation of this 

town 
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town is very favourable and agreeable. — 
Though almoft furrounded with hills, — 
bj their moderate height and Hoping form, 
it lies open to the fun from morning to 
night ; — ^jet the climate, though generally 
temperate and mild, is changeable ; — the 
winds fometimes fharp, fometimes boifte- 
rous.. — The people are not long lived ; and 
it is rare to fee any perfon paft the age of 
feventy-five. — I afcribe this partly to the 
ill management of the animal food. — The 
avenues and promenades are remarkably 
pleafant and extenfive.^ The chief com- 
merce of this place arifes from the pro- 
du&s of its territory, in vines and olives, 
and from their diftilleries of brandy. The 
olives and the oils produced from them 
are efteemedthe beft in Provence. — Though 
their olive tree is fmall, it has thereby the 
advantage to be lefs in danger cf damage 
by tempefluous winds. 

F3 Jix, 
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Aixy in Provence, — As I am unquali- 
fied to purfue the pleafifres of youthful 
or fafliionable travellers, I muft find dif- 
ferent amufements, and am particularly 
attached to objefts of natural hiftory.— . 
In that line this is a precious territory. 
— It contains feveral marble quarries, pe- 
trified fhells, and other maritime bodies, 
although not near the fea ; — niineral oils, 
foffils, and coals, on fome pieces of which 
there appear impreffions of vegetables and 
reptiles. — ^I have colledlcd fome fpecimens 
of thefe rarities. — ^Monf. Darlue, profeflbr 
of Botany in the univerfity here, has 
publiihed an ingenious and accurate natural 
hiftory of Provence. — Upon the remains 
of antient volcanoes, vifible in this country, 
he obferves, that the foil of them is re- 
markably fertile, producing legumes and 
garden ftuffs of a fuperior quality, and 
cxquifite tafte j— he obferves, that iron oro 

abounds 
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abounds in volcanoes, and is a great ingre- 
dient of fertility in all good foils* — He re- 
marks that iron, fulphur and water, are 
the chief and mqil confiderable component 
parts of volcanoes and fubterraneous fires. 
—Though the foil of this territory is not 
rich, the good cultivation and climate pro- 
duce abundance of vines and olives, which 
are intermixed in the fields, Dr. Darlue 
fays improperly, and that they would thrive 
better if propagated in feparate fields. — 
The mineral fprings and hot baths, an- 
tiently efteemed for their falutary efFeds, 
were, in the courfe of general devaflation, 
deftroyed by the barbarous conquerors of 
the Roman Empire. — They were loft for 
ages. — ^About ,the end of the laft century, 
in digging the foundation for a houfe, a hot 

F 4 mineral 

* In this country, it is commonly underftood thac 
Iron Ore is the fign of a barren foil. 
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mineral fpring was difcovered — From this 
fpring, various fountains, in different parts 
of the town, were erefted, and public baths 
have been formed, and ufed, they fay, with 
fuccefs, efpecially in rheumatic cafes.-^ 
But none of thefe fountains are pure. — 
The water has an infipid taflc, and does 
not, like other fulphureous and hot mine- 
ral waters, give a tinfture to filver coin.— -« 
The lighteft and warmeft fpring is that 
which fupplies the public baths^ and is cal-» 
led lafource de Pincbinates^ 

When I am for fome time refident in 
any place of diftinftion, I confult a reput- 
able phyfician, not folely for advice in re- 
gard to health, but alfo to acquire learned 
and agreeable acquaintances, who are ge- 
nerally moft capable to give a curious tra- 
veller the beft information of whatever 
is moft interefting on the fpot. — ^With thefe 

views^ 
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Views, I confulted Dr. Philips, who is high- 
ly efteemed here. — He very candidly dif- 
fuaded me from ufing the hot baths, as im- 
proper for my complaints ; but he defir- 
ed me to try the experiment of drinking 
the water moderately, and to perfift or not 
as I found it agree with me. — I did fo ; 
but not finding the efFeft of the Bath-waters 
in England, which was to brace my fto- 
mach, and give me a (harp appetite at leaft 
fbr breakfaft, I foon defifled. — The inhabi- 
• tants ufe thefe waters ; they have no other, 
and it ferves well for all common purpo- 
fes. 

The Doftor informed me of a remark- 
able faft, relative to thefe waters. — About 
three or four years ago, the inhabitants 
were alarmed by a fudden and great defeft 
in the ufual flow of water from their foun- 
tains.— The flow gradually diminiflied, and 

iu 
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in a few days thej were almoft dry ; hap- 
pily the caufe of this fcarcity was foon 
difcoveredy and eafily remedied. — In fa£t, 
a fanner, ahout the diflance of half an Eng- 
lifh niile from Aiz, had, at this time, 
on fome fcheme of improvement, dug up 
part of his ground, when,^ at a (mail depth 
from the furface, a body of water ruflied 
out, and continued to flow very plentifully • 
—The faft being reported at Aix, they 
conje£i:ured that the farmer had thus acci- 
dentally fallen upon, and diverted theftream 
which fupplied their fountains ; but, upon 
enquiry, the farmer's ftream was found to 
have no degree of heat ; on the contrary, 
it was a very cold fpring water. — The ex- 
periment, however, was made. — ^The far- 
mer's ftream was replaced^ and immediate- 
ly the fountains of Aix were repkniflied 
with th^ fame plenty and quality of water 
2S formerly.— Thus it appears, with cer- 
tainty. 
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tainty, that this water acquires- its heat 
in the courfe of running from the farmer's 
ground to Aix ; but how or where it is im- 
pregnated with the quality of heat, is not 
yet difcovered. 

I CANNOT omit to fet down the relation 
which I have juft now received, on good 
fiuthority, of a long eftabliflied ufage in 
this country of Provence, becaufe it is ex- 
aftly fimilar to the cuftoms and manners 
of our Highlands in Scotland. — ^During 
the feafon of harveft, and their vintages, 
the inhabitants of the mountainous parts 
of this country, and of their adjoining vil- 
lages, aiTemble in bodies or hordes, and paf- 
fing through the low countries, and fertile 
diftrids, they perform vintage and harveft 
work for very moderate wages— Many of 
them continue to be employed, in the in- 
duftrious towns and villages^ during win- 
ter^ 
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ter, and return home when the fpring ad- 
vances. — If we form our opinion of thefe 
vagrant focieties from their innocence and 
jollity, thej fay, and I believe juftljr, that 
we muft rank them among the happieft of 
mankind, for this is the life of nature.— 
They laugh and fing, and dance, without 
vice, excefs of any kind, or irregular grati- 
fications—Though they lye promifcuoMfly 
for moft part in bams and outhoufes, the 
chaflity of their wives and young girls is 
lefs fufpefted than in the ranks of affluent 
and indolent life, with all the reftrainrs of 
pious or polite education. 

The language of the conunon people in 
this country begins to have fome mixture 
of Italian, and they often ufe the termina- 
tion of — 2iS jouro^ prominadoi voituroy &c. 

For fome days paft, I have experienced 

the 
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the changeable nature of- this climate. — 
The weather fuddenlj altered, and has been 
raw, and blowing ; — ^fo I (hall march on to 
Marfeilles. — It is now the third of Novem- 
ber. — Mj plan is to advance, with the pro- 
grefs of winter, to more favourable cli- 
mates. — Though the diftancc is fmall, the 
climate at Marfeilles is certainlj more ferene 
and uniformly mild than here. — In a more 
advanced feafon of the winter the climate 
of Hjeres, though alfo at a moderate dif- 
tance fouthward, is more temperate and con- 
ftant than at Marfeilles ; — and I have rea- 
fon to believe, that after the month of 
March, when the fpring feafon commences, 
the climate of Nice is preferable to either. 
— On the approach of May, an invalid muft 
retire from thofe countries, and move, by 
fome well advifed route, to cooler regions. 
— The intelligent Dr Philips advifes me 
to return and go to Montpellier in April, 

to 
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to refide there till after the- middle of Maj, 
and then proceed to the famous mineral 
waters at Baurege, in the Pjrrenean moun« 
tains. — ^From that fituation, I can eaiily 
take my rout either into Spain or Italy for 
the following winter.— -I am well informed 
and convinced, that the climate in the 
fouth of Spain, for the winter, is much fu- 
perior to any fituation either in the fouth 
of France or Italy; — though the accommo- 
dations of travelling in that country are 
very had and difcouraging to invalids. — 
Yet proper precautions can materially rec- 
tify inconveniencies of that nature. 

I FIND effential benefit and relief in the 
courfe of my journey through France, from 
very fiihple precautions fuggefted to me 
in England; — particularly, I was advifed 
to carry with me two cafes of piftols for 
myfelf and fervants ; the very fight of 

which 
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which fenres as a fafeguard ; and above 
idly good bed-linen, with pillows, and a 
couple of large flannel night-gowns. 

Nov. *jtb, — ^Having cleared all fcores, and 
being well enough contented with thecivili* 
tj and moderation of this hotel at Aix,I fet 
out, this forenoon, for Marfeilles. — I have 
purchafed from my landlord his riding horfe 
for fix Louis d'Ors. He is not young nor 
ha ndfome, but he is quiet and fure footed* 
—If I was to marry, I would look about for 
a wife of the fame defcription ; — ^but I have 
a fixed opinion, that if a batchelor, after 
three fcore, is capable of committing a fia 
againfl: the Holy Ghoft, — it is matrimony. 
—This evening, I arrived at the Hotel 

du Prince, MarfeUles ; ^where I arii 

quite fatisfied with the moderation, and 
every circumftance of my entertainment, 
though Marfeilles is reckoned the moft ex- 

penfive 
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penfive town in France. I have very good 
accommodation for mjfelf and fervants, 
with fire and candle at ten livres per daj ; 
dinner, with variety of excellent fifli, at 
fix livres, and the beft wines at three and 
four livres per bottle. — In the heart of the 
town, and near my lodgings, there are fpa- 
cious and pleafant walks, called the court ; 
—-but my chief objeftion to any continued 
refidence here, is the want of airy and con- 
venient avenues or roads for excurfions 
cither on horfeback or in a carriage ; — and 
I languifli for Hyeres, where I am ftill pro- 
mifed thefe, and all the enjoyments of a 
happy retirement. — Here there is too much 
buflle, fecial life, and gaiety for an old man, 

—yet, 

I cannot but remember fuch things were, 
And were moft dear to me.— 

therefore I wiih to continue as long as health 
and tolerable fpirits permit, 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE delivered various letters of re- 
Commendation to refpedlable perfons, and 
have been kindly received bj all of them. 
— My principal letters were as follow ;— 
£rom Mr Maclgan at Paris to Meffrs. Chef- 
- ter and DufF 5— -I find that Mr DufF has 
removed from this city, being appointed 
cooful at ♦**.;— I am deprived of Mr Chef- 
ter's converfation, which I highly valued^ 
by his fudden and threatning illnefs, foon 
after my arrival ;— letter from Mr Gregoire 
at Aix to Monfieur V Abbe Bertrand ; — 
a man of parts, and particularly eminent for 
knowledge in natural hiftory* — I find him 
both intelligent and agreeable. — He hat 
obligingly conduced me to fome of the 
moil noted cabinets of natural curiofities ; 
—among others, to a coUeftion which was 
the property of the deceafed Monf. Con- 
touel ; — ^it is now expofed to fale in parcels, 
by a handfome young lady, his daughter. 
G *— I foutvd 
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—I found the prices too high ; — ^however 
I purchafed one box of fine ihells for tea 
touis d'ors, and fome pretty pieces of cor- 
al. — At a fak, in London, I lately bought 
a colle&ion of ihells, not lefs curious and 
▼aluable, for \tb money. 

I DELIVERED a letter from Monf. Gre* 
goire to Monf. Brethow, negotiant^ a fen- 
fible man» to whom I am muchobliged:— « 
He has been taught here to fpeak Englifli 
well. — I alfo delivered a letter from Monf. 
Faye, of Lyons, with a large credit to- 

JVIeflrs. Chaulon merchants. By' thefe 

gentlemen I have been favoured with every 
mark of attention and kindnefs : — ^The 
youngcft of the three brothers proves an 
agreeable companion to me, — and goes 
about toihow me all the obje&sof a travel- 
ler^is curiofity ; — thefe are of a fubftantial 
DAture ^««-obje^ of induitiy, commerce,. 

poHce, 
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police, population, and growing wealth, 
which make fo glorious a figure that they 
lalreadj quite eclipfe, and maj in procefs 
of time extinguifli the deformities and in- 
funj of fuperftition. — Here we fee no 
great palaces, magnificent churches, thea- 
tres, nor extraordinary fine paintings ; — 
no prince — no court; — ^but we fee objefts 
more endearing, and refpedable to uncor- 
rupted minds, and the honeft lovers of man- 
kind. — ^This day I waited upon governor 
E — s.-i-My worthy friend Dr Garden, of 
London, introduced me to his acquain- 
tance, which I efteem a Angular favour. 
—The Governor is a gentleman of uncom- 
mon talents, and confiderable fortune. — 
la converfation he is remarkably agreeable* 
—He has fingularities of charafter, but, fo 
far as lean difcem, they are rational, bene- 
ficent and pleafant. More than twenty yeara 
figo, a voyage was performed, chiefly under 
Ga his 
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his direaion, for difcovery of the north- 
weft paflage to the Eaft Indies, of which 
he publiflied an account, which I have read 
with great pleafure.— I have experienced, 
that no man of affluent fortune entertains 
his guefts with more unlimited hofpitalit j, 
or greater variety of delicacies ; yet he 
himfelf adheres ftriftly to a Angular kind 
of Epicurean temperance. Though former- 
ly an invalid, he now enjoys perfeft health 
at the age of fixty-four.— His drink is 
pure water, mixed with a very fmall quan- 
tity of the richeft, moft coftly and cor- 
dial wines. — His diet is very abftemious, 
yet luxurious, efpecially in filh dreffed 
with all the ingredients, and art of the niceft 
cookery. He ufes little or no other ani- 
mal food of any kind. — For twenty years 
paft this gentleman has conftantly, on the 
approach of winter, retired from Britain 
or Ireland, where he has an ample eftate, 

to 
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to pafs the winter In the fouth of France 
or in Italj; — moftly at Marfeilles. — He 
recommends Pifa as the moil pleafant fitua« 
lion, and moft falutary climate in Italy. — 
In early fprlng, he reforts to Spa ; — and 
returns moftly to London till late in au- 
tumn. — In all his route through France, 
he is known and expeded like a bird of paf- 
fage. — No man is more able to give pru- 
dent and proper leffons to genteel travel- 
lers*. 

• 
• Note of the different forts of filTi to be. found 
at . Marfeilles ; turbot ; fole ; eel ; whiting ; macke- 
ifcl :— I have never fecn any haddocks-— The follow- 
ing fpecies of fiih are unknown in our fras, though 
plentiful in the Mediterranean ;— I fet them down 
with tlie defcriptions I had from a French gentleman, 
who is a boH vivant ;— 

J?* R»uger-^^ delicatc,y«r tout dans Vbyver* 
La vivt^^legere pour la digeJiioH. 

Foifon Royal'-^ulgairement Pifo rro,— -delicate. 

Le BoucboH^-^Jiime des Greet, 

L* Empereuf-'Bcn-i^^it is a large fifh ; and I take 

it to be a fpecies of cod. 



•^^ 
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To mix with my morning dofe of milk, 
I here get Martinico rum ; — it is ftrong, 
and in tafle not unpleafant , — ^but it wants 
the high and agreeable flavour of our beft 
Jamaica rum. — It is ftrange that no good 
hiftory of this great and renowned city haa 
ever been publiihed. — TTie only hiftory 
of it is written by one De Ruffe, very ijn- 
perfeftly, and in an old and obfcure ftyle, 
—The curious may find tolerable informa-. 
tion concerning it in various books of tra- 
vels ; and more particularly in the' follow- 
ing French books. — Monf. Darlue's Natu^ 
ral Hiftory of Provence ; in Monf. L'Abbe 
Croyer's Travels, feven volumes ; in Monf, 
— 's Sortes Provenciales ; and in L'Hiftoire 
de Provence. — ^There is a Marfeilles alma- 
nack which, I am told, contains a very 
diftinik defcription of all the objefts here 
deferving the attention of curious travel- 
lers 5 but I could not find it 5— fome de- 

fcriptivQ 
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fciiptlve and hiftorlc^ accounts of It are to be 
found in the books I have n»w mentioned* 
From what I have gathered in converfa- 
tion with intelligent and communicative 
French gentlemen here, I fet down a fliort 
detail of its origin and progrefs, with con- 
cife remarks. 

Marseilles is undoubtedly the moft 
lancient city in France ; — it was founded 
by a colony of Grecians feveral centuries 
before -the Ghriftian sera. — ^When the reft 
of Gaul was in a ftate of barbarity, Mar- 
feilles long fubfifted as an independent re- 
public, governed by excellent laws ;— 
flourifhing and advancing in wealth and 
population by its great commerce, to fuch 
a degree, that at different periods they 
fent out colonies, founded and peopled other 
cities and towns, on or near the Mediter- 
ranean coafty particularly Nice, Toulon, 
G4 Hyeres, 
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Hyeres, Antibes : — at length it was fub- 
jefted by the Romans, and governed by 
a maritime prefedl, fent annually from 
Rome. — Caefar's account of the fiege of 
Marfeilles is a precious morfel oi their 
hiftory. — They long enjoyed the impor- 
tant benefits of a free and independent re- 
publican ftate ; — during that happy period, 
they not only flourifhed by commerce and 
opulence, but were alfo diftinguifhed for 
learning, arts and fciences. — The Greek 
language was fpoken with high purity at 
Marfeilles*. — Cicero celebrates their lite- 
rary fame, and attefts, that in his time, 
the Romans fent their youth for education 
indifferently to the academies of Athens 
or to Marfeilles. ^With the lofs of liber- 
ty, as ufual, their glory and profperity 

• Their common language now is eitlicr a Cchic 
jargon, called Patois, or a mixture of corrupted French 
apd Italian ;— but the better fort fpcak French ^rq- 
perly. . 
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declined, and ceafed to make a great figure 
in the world. — This city almoft periihed 
in the common ruin of the Roman empire, 
when conquered by the inundation of bar- 
barous nations : yet in confequence of a An- 
gularly ^reat and natural advantage of 
fituation, they foon revived ; and even dur- 
ing the dark ages of Gothic ignorance and 
tyranny, they continued to praclife a very 
confiderable and extenfive commerce. — It 
is certain, and demonftrated by experience 
of ages and nations, that the government 
of petty princes is lefs favourable to the 
fecurity and interefts of fociety than the 
government of monarchs who poffefs great 
and extenfive territories. — The race of 
great monarchs cannot poflibly preferve a 
fafe and undifturbed ftate of government 
without many delegations of power and 
office to men of approved abilities and prac- 
tical knowledge, who are fubjed to com- 
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plamt, and refpox^ble for their admimftra- 
tion, or without an eftablifbed fjftem of 
laws and regulations ; — ^fo that no incon* 
fiderable degree of fecurity and liberty to 
the fubjeft is almoft infeparable froniy and 
eflential to, the fubfiftence and duration of 
a great monarchy ; — but it is ufual for 
petty princes to praftife an arbitrary and 
irregular exercife of power, by which their 
people are reduced to the condition of mife- 
rablc flavery. — Indeed, very few of them, 
in the courfe of ages, are capable to con- 
ceive any other means to maintain the of- 
tentatious flate, the luxurious and indolent 
pride, which they niiiftake for greatnefs. 
— I heartily wifh that this obfervation and 
cenfure may not, in fome inftances, be ap- 
plicable to great landed proprietors in fome 
parts of Britain, 

Ojiz of the moft pernicious confequen- 

ces 
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ces of the Gothic conquefts was, a diftri- 
bution of vail territories among their lead* 
crs, or petty fovereigns, with the various 
titles of kings, princes, dukes, marquiflesi 
counts, \Scn — ^A great part of France was 
fo divided and fubdivided.— This country 
of Provence, comprehending Marfeilles, 
was for ages governed by a race of Counts ; 
^—though they had affemblies of the ftates, 
or parliaments, thofe aflemblies never pof- 
fefled any regulated or eftabliflied conftitu- 
tion, and were no more than feudal head 
courts of the fuperior, or over-lord, which 
he might call and diflblve at pleafure.-— 
They were always either fervile or tu- 
multuary ; and no real fecurity or public 
advantage could arife from their unfettled 
and undefined pretentions to rights and 
privileges. — The ftate of Britain was not^ 
for ages, materially different. — Marfeilles 
knguiibed under this government ; — ^but 
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ever fince their union with the great mo- 
narchy of France they have been allowed 
to enjoy valuable public rights and muni- 
cipal privileges, — and they have made a 
* 

wonderful progrefs in induftry, popula- 
tion, and opulence* 

Marseilles, fince united to France,though 
locally part of Provence, is detached from it 
in regard tojurifdiftion and the adminiftra- 
tion of government. — They ele6l their own 
magiftrates, who have fufficient revenues and 
powers for internal police and good order. 
— ^The fubfidies annually impofed by the 
king's edi£ls vary according to public exi- 
gencies, and are proportioned at certain 
fixed and eftabliflied rates, on the different 
difl rifts and communities of the whole 
province. — TTie proportion laid on this 
city is nearly one third of the whole fub- 
fidy. — It is not levied by arbitrary or dif- 

cretionary 

\ 
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cretionary powers of a farmer-general, 
but by equitable and moderate rules of 
valuation, long eftabliihed, and under the 
authority of their own magiilrates, which 
is exercifed without either grievance or 
complaint. 

No perfon here will admit that the go- 
vernment of France is an abfolute and def- 
potic monarchy, — and, in fa6t, no great 
city in Europe enjoys a milder adminiftra- 
tion of government, or feels a lefs burden- 
fome taxation. — Really and fubftantially 
they poffefs all the advantages, comforts, 
and bleffings, of a republican flate, with- 
out its diforders, and under the fteady, ef- 
feflual proteftion of a powerful monarch. 
—Indeed there can be no reafonable ground 
to fuppofe, or fufpefl, that the fyftem of 
their free government, fo manifeftly bene- 
ficial to the flate of France, fo well and 

fo 
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fo long eftablifhed, can ever be fhaken olf 
overturned, or that any king or miniftry 
will ever be fo mad as to opprefs and pro* 
voke a great community, whofe fuccefsful 
application to arts and induftry acquires 
ever-growing wealth to the whole king- 
dom from diftant nations ; and whofe exten« 
five trade is the grand pillar which fup- 
ports the maritime power of Frafice.— With 
fuch benefits of government, and a fitua*- 
tionmoft remarkably conmiodious for trade 
to all parts of the world, with the addition- 
al advantages of a fine fertile country, and 
a healthful climate, it is no wonder that 
the people of Marfeilles do in reality enjoy 
an extraordinary and enviable meafure of 
public profperity and private happinefs. 

They reckon above two hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants ; — ^yet the progrefs of 
building and population goes on rapidly. 

-—Though 
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-.Though the Old Town is ill built, and 
indeed very naftj, it is moftly inhabited by 
a numerous, ufefiil, and uncorniptcd body 
of people 9 — ^fiihernEien, and their families » 
—They ftill preferve the fimple manners^ 
induftry, and friigality of their remote an- 
eeftors. — Strangers mayeafily diftinguifh 
them from the reft of the people by their 
drefs ; — the ruddy frefhnefs of their com* 
plexions, and by the appearance of their 
perfons, which are vifibly more hardy and 
robuft. — They have been for ages paft all 
memory an incorporated body, and have 
enjoyed certain privileges, which are re- 
gularly confirmed by letters patent from 
every king after his acceffion. — In particu- 
lar, they chufe their own judges, who are 
four in number, and are called Les prudes 



The charge of a lawfuit before them, 

by. 
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bj regulation ftrifUj obferved, cannot 
exceed two-pence halfpennj fterling to each 
partj, and this fum is configned when they 

«nter the court.- Thofe ruftic natural 

judges, feleftcd by the people fubjeft to 
the^ir jurifdidlion, have maintained an uni- 
form reputation for the good fenfe and 
integrity of their determinations. — ^I have 
an engagement to vifit their court foon, 
and may fe,t down farther remarks con- 
cerning them. 

The New Town is undoubtedly one of 
the moft beautiful in the world ; — the 
ftreets are clean, fpacious, and extenfive ; 
- — the houfes fine, regularly built, and com- 
modious. — The numeroussinhabitants, be- 
fides many rich families who live in eafe, 
gaiety, and luxury, are generally thriving 
merchants, manufafturers, tradefmen, or 
mariRers. — Their .port exhibits the moft 

admirable 
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Idmirable fpedacle of commercial induftry 
that can be feen or imagined. — At prefent 
they reckon above two thoufand fliips 
in this harbour. — The promifcuous and 
bufy multitude, who crowd a fine extenfive 
walk along the quay, have the appearance 
of a vaft daily fair, formed by a conftant 
refort of people of all nations and Ian-* 
guages. — ^Nothing can be more amufing 
to a curious traveller. 

There is an iidjoining territory, of fome 
extent, fubjedl to the jurifdidbion of Mar- 
feilles ; — upon this territory the opulent 
inhabitants have ere^ed a great number 
of country houfes, called Baftides, they 
reckon between five and fix thoufand,— 
The foil of this territory is, in its natural 
ftate, very poor, rocky, and barren ; — ^but 
by the force of climate, by cultivation and 
H manures, 
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manures, it is rendered fertile, and makes 
a charming appearance. 

About three miles from the city, 6n 
our approach from Aix, at a place 
called the Vifto, we are ftruck with 
ailoniihment and admiration at fo manj 
great and pleaiing obje^s, all together 
and fuddenlj prefented to our view; 
—the city ; — the port ; — the rail Clipping ; 
— the Mediterranean fea; — the prpfpeft 
of which is wonderfully varied and beauti- 
fied by romantic rocks, promontories, and 
iflands : — and, laftly, the large adjoining 
territory, fo covered with villas, that at 
this diftance it has an appearance of one 
extended town, intermixed with fine rural 
ornaments. — I was mofl heartily and hof- 
pitably entertained in one of thofe villas by 
my cafual acquaintance Monf. Thivy, by 
which I had a defirable opportunity of 

idfiting 
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Vifiting ether villas in his neighbourhood, 
fc— They are more neat and convenient than 
fplendidc— '-'^ — The adjoining lots of land, 
which, in various portions, every one pof- 
felTes along with his houfe, are properly 
divided into fmall inclofures bf vines, 
olives, or fine paftures. They neither afFeft 
the conceited, artificial gardens of the 
Dutch, nor the formal gravel walks and 
Ihrubberies of the Britifli.— -The owners 
are men thriving, or enriched by occupa-* 
tions of induftry. — Little vanity, but an 
agreeable, and evident mixture of good 
tafte and utility appear in their ftile of 

rural improvements. My kind landlord 

gave me a fimple and elegant dinner, ^«^ 
facotiy or fuperfluity ; and he faid, much 
to my fatisfaftion, " I never give a greac 
" dinner to one I wifli to enteftain as a 
" friend, and to fee often." 

Ha Th& 
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Ths trade of Marfeilks maj be faid to 
be nmverSA^ aitd their mamifa&ures aiie 
vcrj confixierable.— — — Tkej da not riral 
LjOQ6 kt the fine, and magnificenft fabrics 
of filk, £attkky and veWets^, b^t thejr maoja* 
fa&\kre the jEame kind of i^ufis from coarfer 
and cheaper materials, which have a more 
geaend demand and vent in the varions 
circles of commerce^ efpeciallj at Marti- 
nicoy and m the Levant.—-! fbrtiuiatdly 
became acquainted^ and conveyfed with 
fome of the firft-rate merchaats. — They 
allow that the Englifli excel in fome arti- 
cles, — particularly in the manufaftures of 
fleel and leather ; — ^but they pretend to haVe 
the advantage in others,— and they fpecify 
their prmted cottons and foap. — They fay 
they can vinderfell the EngliJh in many ar- 
ticles for the Americaa market ; — ^but that 
the capital advantage^of the Englifll hither- 
to lies in bebg able to feU on longer cre- 
dits. — 
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dks.— -Befides thofe mentioned, they have 
great JBamifadx>ries of ftigar, g^fs^ porce*^ 
laineyoil, coral, iSc. 

Reflecting on the happy date of Mar- 
feiHes, and other parts of France, I cannot 
forbear to fet down an obfervation, which 
I am fure muft arife in the nund of every 
ivorthy BritbQi man who has affbmed into 
kis heart the noblefi fentiment of humanity 
diat ever was well exprefied m words : . 

" ^omo fum, humani nihil a me allenum puto.*' 

Such men, and many fuch, there are in 
Great Britain, will rejoice to be undeceiv- 
ed in the prevailing opinion of a miferable 
and total flavery ^d defpotic oppreiBon in 
• France. — I fairly confefs that I had long 
been one of the multitude of my country- 
men who firmly believe that all the French, 
excepting their great people and clergy, 
H3 arc 
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arc mere flaves, without proteftion of laws, 
or a fccure enjoyment of property ; — that 
thej all wear wooden flioes, and live upon 
brown bread and garlic* 

Formerly the wines produced in this 
partof Provencewere in no eftimation, and, 
like other vines du pays^ were confumed 
at very low prices by the common people ; 
but within eight or ten years pall, they 
have difcoveredand praSifedfuch improved 
methods of managing their vintages, 
that they now make excellent wines, both 
red and white, which, in large quantities, 
arc annually exported, moftly to theif Weft 
India iflands. — ^They even rival the Bour- 
deaux wines, and make no inponiiderable 
branch of trade. 

jWw. 14/i, — I ttiis day vifited one of 
their great wiae .cellars, plentifully ftored 

with 



\ 
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With wines in tuns and other ca&s, ready 
for exportation. — I have alfo vifited one of 
their moft confiderable foap manufaftories ; 
— ^it belongs to a Monf. Bartholomey and 
Son. — ^He was originally a common jour- 
neyman at thefe works, and has raifed 
himfelf by extraordinary fagacity, fpirit, 
and perfevering induftry, to be the firft man 
in this great branch. — He has acquired the 
property of feveral different foaperies,— 
employs from eight hundred to a thoufand 
workmen, and is reckoned worth three 
millions of livres. — In the procefs of this 
curious and valuable manufadure, there is 
no myftery, no meafures taken to conceal 
the art ; — all is open to common infpeftion 
and enquiry. — I never attempt minute ot 
fcientificdefcription of arts 5 — I only remark 
fuch circumflances as may excite the curio- 
fity of fenfible travellers, without being 
ridiculous to ikilful artifts.— >In thismanu- 
H 4 faftur?^ 
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fafture there are a number of caldrons 
conftantly employed in fucceffion, for boil^ 
ing up the various ingredients. — The laft 
operation of boiling requires an extraor- 
dinary force of fire and heat ; — it is, when 
at the height, fo violent, that the liquid 
fluff rifes in a furprifing manner above the 
caldron; — it is then unfafe to ftand near 
it ; — it refembles, in this ftate, an artificial 
jet d'eau ; — a more amufing objeft than 
the King of France's grand, but ufelefs, 
parade of water-works at Marie, St Cloud, 
&c. — Dryden fays, with a Angular degree 
of wit and fatire, 

" WG*re all but children of a larger growth." 

This cenfure feems peculiarly applicable to 
fuch favourite objefts and amufements of 
high life. — ^Fine furniture, feafts, gaudy 
drefs, public fliews, fighting, gaming, maf- 
queradfes, races, only difcover the child's 

* tafte 
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tafte grown to maturity of age ; — the bau- 
bles are different, but the tafte the fame. 
■ .Thefe always have been, and will con- 
tinue to be, the moft proper fubjefls of 
poetical wit and philofophical fatire. — To 
fele& one of a thoufand inftances, Is there 
any thing in human life, civilized or fa-, 
vage, fo ridiculous as an ugly old woman, 
having a wrinkled face, bedaubed with 
paint| and a feeble perfon overloaded with 
embroidery and jewels ?— Rich drefs can 
neither correft deformity, nor improve real 
and natural beauty ; thpugh, if managed 
with art,, it may embeUifli mediocrity in 
either fex.-»^This idea is quaintly, but; 
pleafantly exprefled by Cowley ;-^ 

** Th* adorning thee with fo much art 

Is but a barb'rous fkill, 
Tis like the pois'ning of a dart. 

Too aj)t before to kill,"* 

I KETURH 
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I RETURN to my manufaaory :— they 
ufe coal for fire, which is brought from a 
pit about three leagues diftant. — I enquired 
for what reafon they forbear to make do- 
meftic ufes of this coal ; — they faid, the 
objeftion to fuch ufes is a certain offen- 
five odour, of which I was not very 
fenfible. — They fuppofe, that when their 
wood fails, which, in courfe of time, not 
remote, will probably happen, they may 
fall upon means to correft this incon- 
venience, or, by cuftom, become infenfiblc 
of it, as the workmen now are. 

One of the principal ingredients of their 
foap is olive-oil ; they efteem what is 
brought from the Levant as beft and fitteft 
for this purpofe. — The oil of Provence is 
of too fine a quality, and too coftly for this 
manufafture. — ^The Levant oil comes much 
cheaper, and as it is of a fironger and more 

fubftantial 
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fiibftantial quality, a fmaller quantity of it 
fcrves.— -One of the moft curious and indif- 
peniible ingredients of their foap is calle4 
Barilla ; it refembles our kelp, but it is 
not a marinic proSudlion. — In its original 
ftate, it is a plant raifed from feed in culti- 
vated land. — It is converted by an operation 
of burning, into the appearance and form 
of large ftones, each of about one hundred 
pounds weight ; and in this ftate the bell of 
it is imported from Alicant in Spain, at the 
rate of from fifteen, up to twentylivres per 
hundred weight. — ^They fay, it is not to be 
found of fo good a quality any where elfe, 
except in Sardinia, where this and every 
other ingredient of foap are produced in 
great pcrfeftion ; — ^yet they have no foap 
manufaftory in that ifland, — a ftrange fu.. 
pinenefs in the government and people !— 
They bring a kind of Barilla of inferior 
quality from Naples j^^-^it h alfo fervice- 

able,' 
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able, but tbej cannot jet turn this fpecies 
of Barilla into the foliditj of the other b j 
burning : fo it is imported here in facks or 
bags, and in the form of powder or iknd.— 
It is reckoned that they export foap to the 
valite of more than twenty millions of 
livres yearly. — ^Therc is a neceflary cefia- 
tion of the foap manufa&ory during tl^e 
hot months of June, July, and Auguft.— * 
They fay, it is an obje£lof much amu&ment 
to fee the aftivity and vigour •exerted by 
their workmen in the month of May, to. lay 
in pr6vi(ion for an approaching vacation. 

Nqv. igthj On the Sabbath day, after 
divine fervice is over, they, it is tlioaght 
very properly, hold their courts of juftioe 
here. This day, with my iifual •companion, 
I attended two of them ; firft, in lihe town 
hall, where I faw the Echevins, or tnagi^ 
firates, and their aflibflbrs, fitting in jtudge- 

jnent.' 
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nent. Thej tried and determined, both 
with proper deliberation and difpatch, fe* 
▼eral caufes relative to the peace, good or- 
der, and pcdioe. I was next condu&ed to the 
falUy or chamber, where thofe remarkable 
judges callisd ks prudes bomnesy hold their 
courts. — All the four judges were prefent* 
-^ I was reallj charmed with the artlefs 
manner, the fimple dignity, and the unaf- 
fe&ed folemnity of their appearance. I 
verilj thought I faw in all their faces a 
great degree of natural fagacity and into* 
grity V— and I doubted not that the^ com- 
munity had fclefted their fitted men— 
They have no drefsor robe of diilinftion.— 
Shakefpear fays, — " Robes and furr'd 
" gowns hide all defefts.'* — Thefe arti- 
ficial ornaments of power and ofiice are un« 
necefikry, when natural merit and probity 
in public fervice command refped.— They 
#bferve no forms ;— they admit no pleads 

crs;— 
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ers ; — ^but they hear and interrogate the 
parties, and, if neceflary, examine witnef** 
fes ; like the Roman jW^i^^ pedanei^ they 
determine iiv the moft fummary manner, 
and parties are generally fatisfied. Thefe 
judges had antiently a jurifdi&ion to try 
criminal cafes, and even to vd&iBl capital 
puniihment ; but their power has for a 
long time, been limited to the prefervation of 
t^e peace among fifhers, and to all civil quef- 
tions concerning fiflicries within a certain 
territory. — In all competent cafes, their 
determinations are final, and without any 
appeal. — My conduftor told them that I 
waa a judge in a far diilant country \ — upon 
which they* all paid refpefts to me, in a 
very obliging manner. — One of them at- 
tended me, to fliow and defcribe fome or- 
naments and pidures in their hall, which 
I did not admire. — He was the fenior judge, 
and an excellent looking man ^ but he ipoker 

a for.t 
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% fort of Patois language, which I did not 
•nderftand without my interpreter. * 

November 12. -This day Governor 

E s introduced me to Mr. de la 

Tour ; — firft prefident of the parliament of 
Aix ; — diftinguiflied for uncommon talents, 
and in high popular favour by his fpirit 
and firmnefs in a late public conteil with 
the court. — Pall feventy years of age, he 
has the figure and countenance of a hand- ' 
fome middle-aged man. — I was much grati- 
fied by his politenefs and converfation.— 
He entertained me, with unaffeded kind- 
nefs, as a brother judge ; and, if I return 
to Aix, I have promifed to vifit him. — I 
have alfo been introduced to Monf. Bertrad, 
a gentleman of extraordinary merit, and of 
confiderable diftinftion in this city. — His 
rank as a merchant is very high, and be is 
at the head of a great African comp£|iy. — 

H 
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He is a man of fuperior parts & — He fpciak^ 
Englifli very well, though never in Enf* 
land. — ^Laft night I had the pleafure of a. 
long, private, and agreeable converfation 
with hirfi, in the courfe of which, he ^gave 
me clearer ideas of the powers of provincial 
ftatesand parliaments than I had ever im- 
derftood. For proper informatic^n in regard 
to fuch public matters^ and the finances of 
France, he recommends to me; a perHfat 
of Monf. Neckar's writings, particularlj 
1' Adminiftration des Finances, and le Me- 
moir fut les etats Provinceaux. 

My worthy friend Lord D — ^f — s and 
his amiable family arrived here, fomc 
days ago,- — a frefli allurement for me to 
continue tny refidence here; and they have 
made me ^acquainted widi the celebrated 
Abbe Ra&aly an additional inducement; 
•—but I am relblute on my retreat to Hy* 

cres. 
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no place ialtjre a9lr^4#1^^#^^ Wt>1l% , 

cnquiai^/a3p|^f*»fq[ib^||%,^ti^ I may 
return* — Howevej,- ^t|ii3 4^jr vifited the 
coral manufa^qiT|^?*''?iich h curious* — Tlie 
manager t>f it h^ afmall, but very elegant 
.colle£tion of natural hiftorj. — ^^he manu- 
fafture of coral makes a confiderable branch 
of trade^ chiefly with Martinico and the 
Levant, in fuch ornaments of drefs as fuit 
the negroes and Turks ; not materially, 
or, at leaft, philofophically, different from 
our tafte for fine drefles on a birth-day at 
court, iSw:.— Monf, GoUet, the King's apo-» 
I' * thecary. 




i^a TRAVELLING 

thecary, has the bell and mod confiderahlte' 
cabinet of natural curiofities I have yet 
feen«— >It confifts of corals, fhells, minerals^ 
&C. — choice pieces, and well arranged.-^- 
The long continued fiame and profperity 
of the city is, I think, juftly afcribed, in a 
great xneafure, to the eftablifhed forni 
of govemment.-r'— -Tlie admirers of Mr 
Pope, a numerou cla& both of males and 
females, are very apt to qudte thefe lines 
as excellent 5 — 

" For forms of govcKjmcnt let fools conteft, 
" Whatc'er is heji adminiftcrM is 6efi.** 

The lines, however, are trivial and bad, both 
in poetry and fenfe. — Pope owes his excef^ 
five reputation more to harmony and 
fmoothnefs of rhyme than to the extraordi- 
nary force of genius and foundnefs of judge- 
ment, which are found in the works of 
our truly great poets Shakefpeare, Milton, 
Butler, -and Dryden.— Superficial beauty,^ 

however. 
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however, -has always many admirers. — 
I repeat again, that the poetry of thefe lines 
is trivial, and the opinion expreffed in them 
is even grofsly falfe. — A well contrived and 
judicious form of government, in the fo*. 
cieties of mankind, has ever been p^oduftiv* 
of falutary and permanent adminiftration. 
—The greateft charadters exhibited in the 
whole hiftory of the world are thofe who 
have inftituted wife forms of government, 
or thofe who have hazarded, and, in many 
inftances, have facrificed their lives and 
fortuities for preferv^ion of good, or refor- 
mation of bad forms. — Thefe great mten 
are termed fools by Mr Pope. — Butler, a 
better, though not fo thriving a poet, con- 
veys much fenfe in afingle line ;— -he fays, 

«• No argument like matter of fad is." 

I think it is impoffible to conteft this gene- 
ral pbfition in fad.; — "That, under free 
** and republican governments, thefocieties 
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" of mankind have been more intelligent,. 
^< more profperous, happy, and famous^ 
** than imdcr monarchies ;" — I mean ab- 
solute monarchies. — Indeed, a total fubjec- 
lion to unlimited power, under one race or 
family, can with no propriety be denomi- 
nated a form of government. — The Greeks 
«nd Romans moft juftly termed this mode 
of government tyranny^ and its fubje£bs 
barbarians, — Learning, laws, and arts, ap- 
pearing under monarchies, have ever been 
derived from free flates ; the influence of 
their vicinity, in all ages, reftrained and 
moderated the moft intolerable exceffes of 
defpotifm. — It feems eafy to demonftrate, 
that, if no free and well conftituted forms 
of government had ever been eftablifiied, 
the world, to this day, would have continu- 
ed in a general ftate of ^tal ignorance and 
barbarity. — Britifh government has much 
cf the republic in its conftitution; one real 

evidence 
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evidence of which is, that, in faft, n^en of 
extraordinary abilities, and experimental 
knowledge in ftate affairs, can raife them- 
felves to power and adminiftration by dint 
of popular efteem and favour, in oppofition 
to the will of kings, and the intereft of 
courtiers. — The government of France is 
not defpotic, though the limits of the fa* 
vereign power are not yet defined and fix- 
ed, which was truly the ftate of Britain 
before the Revolution. 

« 
November 23. I SET out from Marfeilles 
with regret, exclaiming, 

! mihi preteritos referat fi Jupiter anno 8. 

1 TRAVELLED Oply tWO pofts tO Au- 

bagne ;— all night at the Hotel de Notre 
Dame, where I had good entertainment, 
and a reafonable bill.-^On the 24th, in the 
afternoon, I arrived at thq^Croix d'or, Tou- 
1 3 Iwv, 
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Ion, where I paid highlj for good accom- 
modation and entertainment* 



Most part of the road from MarfeiUes to 
Toulon is direded through a winding glen, 
with very high rocky hills on each fide. There 
are fome fertile vales, of fmall extent, but 
well cultivated, and planted with vines and 
olives. — ^On the face of the rocky hills, we 
faw natural fir, and other trees of the pine 
tribe, thinly fcattered, and of averydiminu-» 
tive fize, by defeft of foil ; but they ferve 
for fire- wood. — When we came within feven 
or eight miles of Toulon, we paffed, for 
near the fpace of two miles, on a road, 
cut with great expence and difficulty, from 
the bottom of a track of bare, barren, horrid 
craggs, which make a moft romantic and 
tremendous appearance. — In feveral place»^ 
among thefe hills, we obferved people em-, 
ployed iu working and burning lime-ftones« 

by 
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Ij kilns like ours in Scotland. — I have not 
obferved the ufe of lime as a manure an j 
wherein France, except in Picardy- 

Toulon, is a large garrifon town, dif- 
tinguifhed by its arfenal, quays, and port 
for the king's (hips of war, and naval ftores. 
—By fixed regulation, rarely difpenfed 
with, Britifli fubjefts are not permitted to 
fee the arfenals, &c. — and they fay, the 
fame regulation, with regard to Frenchmen, 
was firft introduced in England* 

I HAD a very obliging letter of introduc- 
tion from the Biihop of Rhodes to Monf* 
— — , marine commandant here. — ^He 
had gone to Paris on public fervice. — I had . 
alfo a letter from the Bifliop to Madame 
the Countefs of Colbert, a lady of fuperior 
talents and high breeding. She had retir- 
ed tb her country feat, at %confiderable dif- 
I 4 tance ; 



tince ; lut I \^ aitlftvSr^'Hliith hononr^ - 
e4by her joKfe ihd kind attention, — Thefc 
difappointments -fex6d ^le the left, as I 
grew impatient for my winter retirement 
atHjeres, ; ^ • 

a... ■ ':;'. . ^ .'.■.•.••/• S-: ;. 'l 

'^Ti? 'traveling through thik pah of 
Iprbyn^nce; TI caiinbt forbeaf to remarlr 
^ *1^gilet I fblt ifiP dbferviift^ thit ' cer4 
flw dMcuSS and contemf»tH)le Rodian fca-i 
tflMic-filftti^have robiifed manyhlllS^^ 
fine village^,^of 4heirihofe" refpefftabfeSg?^ 
cient names, derived from the heathen^, 
gods. " ' • V 

The norti-eaft wltidj daHed'the imieri- 
ilral, has fevere eflFefts at all tfflies in ihii 
tountry, partfcitlatty at Marfeilles'.— Tou- 
lon ari4 Hyeres are much fliehered frort 
Us rigours, by high lands in that quarter. 
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' Hteres lies at the diftance of about e- 
leven Engliih miles to the fouth-eaft from 
Toulon. — On the aSth of November 1786 
I arrived there, and put up at the Hotel de 
St. Pierre, where I have met with verj 
good entertainment, at reafonable rates.— 
Both the hotels are without the bounds of 
the village. — I have hired a convenient, 
well fumiihed, and delightfully feated villa, 
near the hotel, in the middle of an orange 
grove, for three months certain, at the mo- 
derate rate of five louis d'ors per month ; 
I call it moderate, for there are apartments 
very fufficient to accommodate three fami« 
lies like mine. — ^The village has a remark- 
ably fine.fituation, on the face of a pleafant 
hill, with a moft charming profped over 
beautiful orange gardens, and ah extenfive 
plain to the Mediterranean fea, and the 
'pretty iflands of Hyeres. — ^They reckon 
•'nbout four thoufand inhabitants^ gene* 
^ • rally 
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ralljr very poor; but, in the prevalent 
cbarader of French people, th^y appear 
to be contented and chearful. — As ufual, 
in circumftances of poverty, the bulk of 
their houfes are incommodious and dirty ; 
though, like other parts in Provence, they 
are fupplied with plentiful ftreams of good 
water. 

Though the orange gardens in this ter- 
ritory do not occupy a great extent of the 
ground, they annually yield a very confi- 
derable, though fometimes precarious, rent. 
•—The orange crop for this year is almoft 
wholly blafted by an unufual feverily of 
froft for the four laft days of Dec. 1786. 
— Their crop of lemons is not confiderable ; 
but as they are more delicate than the or- 
ange, they are totally loft.— The feafon of 
ripe oranges and lemons is not, like other 
fruits, in the autumn;^— they muft remain^ 

on 
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on the tree till the beginning of May in 
the following year, to be thoroughly ripe ; 
fo that, in early fpring, we fee the full 
bloilbm and fruit tc^ether on orange trees : 
an objed richly beautiful. — ^TiU now, I 
never rightly underftood Sir Francis 
Wronghead's joke in the play, ^^ A maid 
** of honour is like an orange-tree that 
'* bears bloilbms and fruit at the fame 
** time.** — Oranges deflined for exporta- 
tion are reaped during the winter before they 
are fully ripe. — During winter, they al- 
fo fend from this territory artichokes, cauli- 
flower, and various garden-ftuffs, to Toulon 
and other parts of Provence. — ^Thefe pro- 
du&s fully prove a fuperior climate in this 
diftriA. — It alio produces all fruits whifch 
are common in the fouth of France, parti- 
cularly olives, in great abundance. — ^I am 
informed, that, by an art of pruning and 
Cutting the dead wood from their olive- 
trees^ 
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trees, lately difcovcred and praftifed, this 
valuable produft is greatly improved and 

augmented. ^The orange-trees are often 

damaged by boifterous winds. By the 

extraordinary hard wintef in 1709, they 
were, in Provence, almoft extirpated.— 
In this territory of Hyeres they fuffered 
leaft. — It is almoft inclofed and fheltered 
round by pleafant hills, and by the iflands. 
Abb^ Coyer, in his travels, written with 
an agreeable levity, concludes a defcription 
of this territory in the following words : 
— " C*eji dans ces beureufes pqfitions que 
** le vieilkfe devfrait achever de v/wv*."— - 
The winter is undoubtedly milder than any 
where elfe in the fouth of France ; yet I 
hjwre not experienced that uirinterrupted 
foftnefs and ferenity which I expefted : — 
Even, in the month of March, tempeftuous 

* " It 18 in fuch happy (Ituationsthat old age ihould 
defire to end ita coi^rfe." ^ 

and 
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Sffid cold wkidsy and fometimes rainy or raw 
weather, have broken in upon the ordinary 
fweetnefs and conftancy of this climate. — 
I muft, however, fet down from perfonal 
experience, a material teftimony in its fa- 
vour, that, for many years paft, I have, 
dxiring winter, been affii&ed with fevere 
colds, cough, and defluxion, which I have 
>^faolly efcaped here. 

In this neighbourhood, there are feveral 
French families of diftinftion. — I was re- 
commended to the refpeftable and much 
efteemed family of Bourgare, and I fhall not 
ibfget, though I cannot repay, their kind 
attentions. — I alfo became intimately ac- 
quainted with Monf. laume, a French 
gentleman of eafy fortune, who lives in the 
town of Hyeres, and is one of the moft 
agreeable, intelligent, and obliging com- 
panions, I have ever met with. — I found 
here, as travellers, a few Englifli families. 
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We frequently made our parties together, 
and lived in a very fober, focial, and friend- 
ly manner, without any tindiire of the vile 
vulgar diftin&ions of north and fouth. — 
I fliall ever cordially remember the ac- 
quaintance I here formed with Mr N— 

and his agreeable family. — Mr N is 

an Englifli clergyman of rank and excellent 
charader. If real merit, elegant manners, 
and fuperior parts, fecure preferment in that 
church, I think he cannot fail to rife. — 
Our accidental acquaintance grew to a 
hearty friendfliip, which, I am confident, 
will laft unabated as long as we live.— / 
The Duke and Duchefs of Saxe Goiha 
pafs the winter here. — Indifpofition of the 
Princefs obliges them to live retiredly; ^ 
but their ^ eafy, obliging manners, efpeci- 
ally to tlie Britifh, gain our refpeft; and 
they have given prbofs of charity, humani- 
ty, and beneficence, which are the cardinal 
virtues of high life. 
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Having firee accefs to my friend M. 
laume's good library, I have very agree- 
ably employed fome portion of my time 
during this winter in reading, particularly 
the French dramatic writings.*— Whether 
I have a juft taite in that branch of literary 
entertainment I know not, but I am fure 
I have a ftrong predile&ion, and fingular 
pleafure, in whatever I think true produc- 
tions of genius in this line. — In my courfcfe 
of peruiing French plays of reputation, I 
fet down any critical remarks that occur 
to me, without ftudy or method. — I own 
I can never forbear to recoiled and teftify 
the high and fuper-eminent merit, which, 
in my opinion, Shakefpeare poflefTes above 
all dnunatic writers the world has produced, 
or, I believe, ever will produce. — Nee ortus 
tale nee oriturusj is applicable to him. — ^Per- 
haps this is an unfortunate taile, in which 
/ I know 
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J know I am not quite Angular ; &>t we 
are often difgufted, when the bulk of a 
irrowded, and what is called a fplendid au^ 
dience, r^qeive manj ^ouodem plays with 
rapture and applaufe. 

JfyereSf Feb. Sind March 1786. IhaV£ 
read the d^^amatic works of CrebilloUi 
which are all tragedies, and generally 
efteemed as next in merit to thofe of Cor- 
neille and Racine.— As a fpecimen of la- 
conic biography, which expreffes in few, 
but perfpicuous words, only what is me- 
morable, I fet down a fhort account of 
his life, charafter, and writings. — ^Though 
a poet of ftrong and h^h imagination, he 
was a very modeft and referved man : 
fo being unqualified to impofe upon the 
great and rich by flattery, and infinuating 
arts, he was always poor. He had no 
fliare of the political affurance and crafty 

addrefs 
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tiddrefs of his fucceflbr in dramatic fame, 
Monf. Voltaire ; yet, in my opinion, he 
had a greater ihare of true poetic fire and 
fancy. — ^He was a very Angular example 
of longevity.-— Though a man of pleafure 
in his youth ; though a remarkable gor- 
mandifer through life ; though addifted 
for more than fifty years to the ill habit of 
&noking tobacco in excefs, he lived, with 
talents unimpaired, to the age of eighty- 
nine. — He could never be induced, though 
often urged by his friends, to correft his 
compofitions. — It is certain, that our great 
Shakefpeare had fuch an avcrfion to correc- 
tions, perhaps for fimilar reafons, which 
are thus fignificantly and elegantly expreffed 
by Crehillon. — " Je «' ai jamais eu grand 
" foi aux correSions ; la plupart ne font 
•* que desf antes nouvelles : — hrfque on n*ejl 
** plus dans la chaleur des premieres idees^ 
" o« ne put trop fe dejier des'fecondes. — ^e 
K ' " n'ai 



r 
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" rCaipu me garantir d* un vice que nous ejt 
** commun a tous\ et qui eji la veritable 
** fource de nos dereglemens poetiques, — Je 
*' veux dire /' impatience y quelques fois Pen* 
** tetement et plus fouvent P orgueil^ — i. e. 
*' I never had great faith in correftions 
** and amendments j for the moft part, 
^* thej only turn out to be a repetition of 
•* faults— When the fervour of a poet's 
** firA ideas is fpent, he cannot he too 
** diffident of cool reflc£lion, or fecond 
*' thoughts. — To confefs a truth too, I 
*' have never been able to corredl infirmities 
*' in myfelf, which are common to us all, 
•* and which are the real fources of our 
** poetical dlforders ; — I mean impatience, 
" fometimes obftinacj, and moft of all 
** our pride." — There is a fhort, but ad- 
mirable paflage in his preface to the trage- 
dy of Idomenee, which I muft fet down, 
as containing more fenfe than many, vo- 
lumes 
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Iniifles of criticifm which I have read.-— 
iHe fajrs, " Ceux qui font doues d*un genie 
•* heureux pmjfent des k^ons dans leurs pro" 
** pres talents ; ceux qui en font denuSi riont 
*^ befoin que d'unfeUl precept^ c^efine point 
** ecrire.^^ t That is, Thofe who are en^ 
•♦ dowed by nature with the true and 
•* happy genius of poetry, derive the beft 
** rules of excellence in compofition from 
** their own talents ; — thbfe who are def- 
** titute of genius have but one precept to 
" obferve, and that is. Not to write at all." 
—I fubmit to thofe who ate qualified to 
determine, and even to readers of common 
fenfe, if there is not more found, fatisfac- 
tory judgment, and true tafte, in this fingle 
obfervation, than in all the fcientific, la- 
boured, artificial rules which can be found 
in all the works of our modem critics, 
with Voltaire at their head, and Warburton 
at their tail* 

X A Remarks 



* 
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Remarks uponfome of CrehUlorCs ^ragedieS^ 

THE IDOMENEK. 

•• Incredulus Odi.** — Though it has poe- 
tical meriti this and fuch plajs muft ap« 
pear utterly ridiculous to thofe who have 
IcMrmed their tafte on the writings of Shakef- 
peare, and not upon fantaftical or metaphy* 
fical rules of critici£c». — ^We cannot feel 
oorfelves interefted hy incredible fable and 
romantic love^ though we may admire the 
fplendid diftion and fine flowing poetry. 
—.The perfectly fingular genius of Shakef- 
peare infufes indeed probability into the 
wildeft fables, and forms the charafters 
of nature inmonfters, necromancers, fairies^ 
and witches, though he generally choofes 
to adopt plots which are entirely credible 
or hiftorical, and charafters of real life 
highly difplayed and embcUilhed by his 

extraordinary powers^ 

THB 
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THE ATREE AND THEESTE* 

This play has many poetical beauties, 
and is lefs romantic than the former. — The 
provocation was outrageous, and the re- 
venge, though extravagant, is not unnatu- 
ral* 

THE ELECTRE. 

We can hardly form a precife opinion of 
a piece fo complicated in the plot, and'fo 
various in the compofition, — ^yet I can ad- 
mire, in many palTages, and even in fome 
whole fcenes, the poetical talents and ge- 
nius of this author* 

The rhyming in French plays, is certain- 
ly a great impediment to juft and natural 
dramatic compofition, which ought to ex^ 
hibit a true, though elevated, image of real 
cbara£ler and converfation.— Shakefpeare 
K 3 alone 
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alone feems to have poffeffed this faculty 
in perfe6Uon, which, probably, his match- 
lefs genius could never have attained, had 
he been fubjefted to the fetters of rhyme, 
and to the fcientific rules of criticifm.— 
Our modem cmendators of Shakefpeare^ 
IhamefuUy encouraged by the multitude 
who fill our theatres, iUuftrate his fuperio^^ 
judgment and abilities In drawing and fup- 
porting true chara£lers, by their abfurd 
and afFefted refinements, in their attempt* 
to reform his plays. I mark a ftrong in- 
ftance of this falfe tafte ; one Tate, a dull 
rhyriier, has transformed the hardy and 
pleafant, though profligate, baftard in King 
Lear into a whining modem French* lover* 
. — Had Tate's baftard been in the original 
play, it is evident he would have foftened 
the rigour of Voltaire's criticiftns, which 
are levelled at the want of refinement in 
Shakefpeaire. As a fpecimen of Tate's re« 

fin^meat3|, 
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finements, his baftard dies in pretty, feeble 
rhymes ; — they are too contemptible for 
recoUcftion, or infertion here; but I re- 
member that he is quite charmed to lo£b 
-his breathy when he fees two fine princeffes 
contend for him in death I — Of a piece, is 
the ftudied, hard-ftrained fpeech of Gar- 
rick's expiring Romeo, 

Rom. My powers are bkiled 
Twixt death and love Vm torn^l am diftra(fted ! 

But ^death*s flrongefi— and I muft leave thee, 

Juliet! 
Oh cruel, curfed fate ! in Jigbt ofheam^ru 

Jul, Thou rav*ft^— lean on my brcaft. 
Mom, Fathers have flinty hearts, no tears can melt 
'em. 
Nature pleads in vain.— Children muft he wretched^— 

Jul, Oh, my breaking heart 

Monty She is my wife.— Our hearts are twin*d 
together.— 
Capulet, Forbear,— Paris, loofe your hold.— • 
Full not our beart-J{ rings tlus-^tbry craek^^bey hreai,'^^ 
Oh Juliet! Juliet! 

J5:4 y*^- 
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JuU Stay, day, for mc, Romeo 
A moment ftay ; fate marries us in death. 
And wc are Mf ^— no power fhall jiart ui*»' 
Faints 0/1 Rome^a body, 

I have often wltneffed a wonderful applaufe 
to this dying fuitian. 

Colly Gibber was lefs injurious to 
Shakefpeare. He did not prefume, like 
Garrick, to compofe additional paflages in 
his original plajs ; jet he compiled a play, 
and called it his own Richard the Third, 
though all the valuable materials of it arc 
drawn from Shakefpeare*s works.—- This 
fort of plagiarifm is Angular, and in many 
paflages evidently, incongruous, by mifap* 
plications. As one example. Gibber, for 
a dying fpeech to King Richard, bor« 
rows the highly animated execrations of 
Northumberland, uttered when he was in 
the full vigour of life, and evaged at the 

newa 



MEMORANDUMS. 153 

news he had juft received of his heroic fon 
Fiercy's death. — The pafiage is ft admir- 
able, and fo much in the ftile of Shakef- 
peare's excellence, that I cannot forbear 
to fet it down. 

^ Let Heaven kifs earth ! now let not Nature's hand 
Keep the wild flood confio*d 1 Let order die ! 
And let this world no longer be a ftage, 
' To feed contention in a Hng'ring a<5l. 
But let one fpirit of the firft-born Cain 
Reign in all bofoms, that, each heart being fet 
On bloody courfes, the rude fcene may end, , 
And darknefs be the burier of the dead/* 

If ever a juft and fenfible tafte become ge- 
nerally prevalent, we fliall reftore Shakef- 
peare's original works, damn the bulk of 
his critics, and expel all his emendators 
from our theatres* 

Hyeres^ Feb. and March 1787. I havi 

now read, with much attention and pleafure, 

tbeplajs of Comeille*— Voltaire's commen- 
taries 
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taries have a wonderful refemblance to ours 
upon Shakcfpeare. — They are, for the moft 
part, verbal criticifms and quaint refine, 
ments, extremely {trained, and often ex. 
tremely abfurd, always laid down in the 
ftile of dogmatical propofitions, and fcientific 
rules, and ill fuited to the high genius of 
both thefe poets. 

I DO not qucftlon at all that Voltaire's 
criticifms on words and expreffions are 
jull and accurate. — We are not inclined to 
trace a nice and critical propriety-, of lan- 
guage in the writings of authors allowed 
to be of the higheft rank ; ourfearch is for 
genius ; — we find it in Comeille. — ^Vol- 
taire's comparifon of him to our Shakcf- 
peare is neither judicioufly nor fairly drawn. 

^He does juftice to neither — —Though 

at evident pains, he is yet imable to dit- 
guife a pcevifli envy at his countryman's 

great 
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great fame, and a remarkably partial preju- 
dice againft the Englifli poet, — It is per- 
fectly evident, that he did not fufficiently 
imderftand the language, and confequent- 
ly could not difcem the beauties of Shakef- 
peare ; yet he pronounces many intolerable 
cenfures on him, in the tone of an abfolutc 
and authorifed judge. It feems very clear, 
that if Comeille had been able, from the 
nature of his language, and the tafte of his 
contemporaries, to difengage himfelf &om 
rhyme and rigid critical rules, he would 
have refembled Shakefpeare more than he 
does. — if Shakefpeare had laboured under 
the prodigious conflraint of rhyme* y had Aff- 
he been eeaAmfied by a fyftematical art of ^' 
poetry, as it is called, he would have re- 
fembled Comeille very much. — However, 
there is a force of genius in Comeille which 
often furmoimts the derangements of rhyme 
* Thii is Voltaire's czpreffion. 
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aad rule.— Then he is the great dramatic 
poet, and perfeflly refembles Shakefpeare, 
Trho fubjeded himfelf to no rules but fuch 
as his own native genius and judgment 
prefcribed. To this aufpicious liberty we 
chiefly owe the fingular pleafure of read- 
ing his matchlefs works, and of feeing his 
wonderfully various and natural charao 
ters occafionally performed by excellent 
adors of both fexes. 

It is extremely remarkable that a player 
never fails to acquire both fame and for- 
tune by excelling in the proper and na- 
tural performance, even of low parts in 
Shakefpeare's capital ^plays, fuch as from 
Simple, the grave-diggers, Lancelot, Dog- 
berry, the Nurfe in Romeo, Mrs Quickly, 
Mine Hoft of the Garter, down to Doll 
Tear-flieet, ^s^i^dolph^ and Piilol, becaufe 
true piftures of nature muft ever pleafe — 

The 
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The genius of a great painter is as much 
diftinguiihed by an infefl:, as a hero ; by se 
fimple cottage," as by a gorgeous palaccr— 
In the courfe of reading Comeille's plays, 
I have been repeatedly ftruck with a pleaf- 
ing recoUedion of fimilar beauties ia 
Shakefpeare. Of this I fet down one ex* 
ample : After two of the three Horatii were 
killed, the furviving brother*s dexterous re- 
treat was reported at Rome as an inglorious 
defeat and flight.— Old Horatius pours forth 
his rage andmaledi&ions againft the degene- 
rate boy in high ftrains of poetry, and in 
the true charafter of a heroic Roman fa- 
ther. — A friend offers rational apologies 
for the young man, and concludes with 
faying, " what could he do againft fuch 
odds ;'* the noble anfwer is, " He could 
•* have diedy Voltaire tells us, that thift 
fublime paffage is always received by the 
audience, at Paris, withburlh ofapplaufe, 

much 
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•i— much to their credit. — I am fure, the juft 
admirers of Shakefpeare may find fimilar 
beauties in his plajs. One occurs to me ^ 
it is one ofhisleaft-efteemed pieces, Henry 

VI. .Part II. Scene ii. Lord Somerfet, 

in company with other leaders, finding 
ihtir friend, the gallant Warwick, mortally 
wounded on the field of battle, exclaims, 

•* O Warwick, Warwick, wert thou as wc are. 

We might recover all our lofs again. 

The Queen from France hath brought a puiflant 

pow'r, 
Ercn now we heard the new*.— O couldft thou fly." 

The Heroic Briton's anfwer is, 

« Why then I nvuld n6t fy:* 

Perhaps at the hazard of feeming tedi- 
ous, if ever thefe notes fhould be publifli- 
ed, — my real and hearty admiration for 
Shakefpeare puflies me, irrefiftibly, into 
further remarks on Voltaire's ill conceived 
criticifms. He has partly tranflated Shakef- 

peare's 
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peare's excellent play of Julius Caefari 
which he ftrangely propofes to his countr/- 
men, and all foreigners, as a proper and fair 
fpecimen upon which they may form a 
judgment of the original author's genius, 
and be fuUy enabled to compare him with 
Comeille. In a Note on page 2. of this 
feeble tranflation, he fays, " ilfaut /avoir 
*' que Sbakefpeare avoit eu pen d*education^ 
** qu^il avoit k tnalheur d'etre reduit a etre 
" comedieuy qu*ilfaUoit plaire au peupkj que 
** le peupkplus ricbe en Angleterre qu^ aiU 
** kursfrequente les JpeBacles^ et que Shakef^ 
" peare le fervoit felon fon gout^ — i, e. 
** It muft be remarked, that Sbakefpeare 
"had little benefit of education, that he 
" was unfortunately reduced to become 
" a comedian ; that he found it neceflary 
" to pleafe the populace, who in England 
** are richer than in other countries, and 
** frequent the theatres j and Sbakefpeare 

" ferved 
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** fcrved them with entertainments to their 
** tafte."— — In another place, he fajs that 
Shakefpeare introduced low chara&ers and 
fcenes o£ buffoonery, to pleafe the people, 

and to get money. 1 venture to aver, 

on full conviaion of my own mind, that 
thefe imputations are rafh, and even grofs- 

ly falfe and injurious. — Shakefpeare's 

low charaders have fo curious and fo per- 
feft a refemblancc to^ nature, that they muft 
always pleafe, as I have obferved, like maf- 
ter-picces in painting ; and moreover, they 
never fail to illuftrate and endear the great 
charafters. — Take away the odd, humor- 
ous, natural, chara^ers and fcenes of Fal- 
ftaiF, Poinsr, Bardolph, Piftol, Mrs Quickly, 
&c. in his two plays of Henry the IV. and 
particularly the common foldier Williams, 
in his play of Henry the V. and I ven- 
ture to aiHrm, that you at once extinguifli 
more than one half of our cordial efteem 

and/ 
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fend admiration of that favourite hero. In 
the fame manner, expunge from the play 
of Julius Capfar the reprefentation of a 
giddy, fickle, and degenerate Roman mob, 
and you diminifh in a very great degree, 
bur eftimation of the two noble republi- 
can charadlers, — the honeft, fincere, philo- 
fophical Brutus, and his brave, able, and 
ambitious friend CafBus. The juft ad- 
mirers, and frequent readers of Shake-* 
fpeare, will, on their own refleaion3, and 
without farther explanation, find that thefe 
obfervations, ' though, as far as I know, 
they are new, are clearly applicable to 
every one of his plays, in which low cha- 
rafters are introduced. Shakefpeare was 
incapable to deviate from the truth of na- 
ture and charafter to pleafe the great, or 
footh the vulgar ; and no dramatic writer 
ever treated the common people with fo 
jrfbch contempt. His fcenes, in ridicule 
L o€ 
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of them, are as exquifite as they afe vari^ 
ous; though Voltaire ignorantly fays he 
courted their favour. Of this the ludi^ 
crous charaftersy and true comic drollery 
of Dogberry, the conftable, and his low 
aflbciateSy in the play of Much Ado About 
Nothing, is one , proof ; — there is ftill a 
more precious fcene, of the fame kind, ia 
that part of his play of Henry the Sixth, 
where Jack Cade and his gang deliberate 
on a reformation of the ftate : — This is a 
Angular piece of comedy and ridicule of 
low life, applicable to all periods, and all 
nations ;— it has that charafter of eternal 
nature^ which diftinguiflaes Shakefpeare ; 
-r-it defcribes to the life, the fooleries of 
free and ignorant people in all ages. There 
is no judgment in Voltaire's refleftion on 
Shakefpeare, " that he was reduced to 
become a comedian," a circumftance which 

certaidy 
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l:ertainly improved his great natural ta- 
lents, as a dramatic writer..^— 

MoLiERE) who far cxcelled'all French 
comic writers, was alfo a player. — The 
native genius and judgment of both poets 
derived material advantages from experi- 
ence and knwoledge in the theatrical re- 
prefentations of human nature«^- Voltaire 
himfelf was ftudious of the art, and prae- 
tiled it often. — One circumftanee muft be 
fufficient to convince all fcnfible foreign* 
ers of Voltaire's wilful and partial mij&e- 
prefentation of Shakefpeare. What I 
mean is, that he finglj contradi£ls the una^ 
nimous opinion of all Britifli people for 
a courfe of more than two centuries.--^ 
An imperfe£b judge of the Spanifti lan- 
guage might as reafonablj attempt to 
deny the merit of Cervantes, and produce 
a morijsl of a flat, literal tranflation by him- 
L 2 felC, 
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felf, ad fufficient evidence to difcrcdit 
him. — ^Not only the common people in 
Britain, but all their fuperiors, wife and 
unwife, all the poets, great and fmall, all 
the critics, good and bad, concur with- 
out a diffenting voice, in admiration of 
Shakefpeare, as an unrivalled dramatic 
poet. — Even Pope, (though, like Voltaire, 
bedazzled by the immoderate praife of hi» 
cotemporaries of all ranks, though, like 
him proud of his harmonious rhimes, and 
his art of poetry ^^ joined in the general 
veneration, and publifiied an edition of his 
works, with humble notes, which are not 
-fo abfurd as Warburton's. — Flies fwarm 
in the fun-beams, or, to ufe Shakefpeare's 
cxpreflion, " Whither fly the gnats but to 

the fun ?** Shakefpeare has been plyed 

-by commentators and critics more than all 
the reft of our poets tegether. — Among 
die crowd I can diftinguifli very few. — 

The 
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The author of the Canons of Criticifm 
writes, in my opinion, with fuperior pro- 
prietj, judgment, and taile ; and he laihes 

Warburton moft juftly. An eminent 

ladj, Mrs Montague, has alfo diflinguifhed 
herfelf in the lift. — She writes with true 
difcemment and elegance. — I-enlj objeft, 
that flie treats Voltaire with more com- 
plaifance than he deferved. — I concur with 
thofe who allow that Samuel Johnfon pof* 
feffed uncommonly ftrong powers, both of 
thinking and expreffion; but furely he 
was not fufficiently unprejudiced and li- 
beral in his knowledge of human life, 
and he was too formally fcientific, to me- 
rit the charafter of a found and unexcep- 
tionable critic, on fo great a mafter of truth 
and nature as Shakefpeare was. — Indeed, 
his opinions of our poets, particularly of 
the inamortal Milton, are evidently warped 
and aflfefted by the avowed bigotry of his 
L 3 principles 



l66 TRAVELHlf<» 

principles in regard to chnrch and ftatev 
jet he warmly joins the general applaufe^. 
Voltaire invites his countrjrmen to judge 
of Shak^fpeare's merit hy his morfel of 
literal tranflation, made, to ufe his own 
words, mot pour mot ; and then he adds, 
(-with aftonifhing levity), thefe words ; 
•* ye n'ai qu^un mot a ajouteri c*efi que lei 
^( 'oers blancs ne coutent que la peine de le3( 
** dieter^ celd »*{^ pas plus difficile qu^une 
** lettreJ*'' — i. e. " I have only a word to 
<* add, that is, that compoiitions in blank 
** verfe coft only the trouble of dic- 
" tating them, which is as eafy as a fami- 
•• liar letter.*' — ^No man of common fenfe 
can wonder that a literal tranflation, mot 
pour motf and written, as Voltaire boafts, 
with the indolence and eafe of a familiar 
cpiftle fhould be totally inadequate to con- 
vey any juft idea of original genius. — ^Yet 
lowiilbayc been furprife4to meet with 

fomot 
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feme Frenchmen of reputation for tafte 
and partSy who form their opinions on 
luch a tranflation and fuch authority.— »- 
The juft admirers of Shakefpeare will for- 
give this long digreffion, — perhaps wiih 
it had been longer. — I feel no fear of of- 
£^ding thofe who may diflike it. — I now 
letum to my prbfeffed objed, " Travelling 
** Memorandums." 

Or the common people In this part o£ 
France,-— the men are generally robuil and 
well limbed, the women neat, and well 
drefled. — They are remarkable for what 
the French call " Men coeffee^^ that is, a 
pretty head drefs ; — ^but neither of them 
have the healthy countenances and freih 
complexions of our country people and 
villagers. You very rarely fee thofe 
fine creatures we call honny lajfes^ and 
ilooming lads. The provifions for living 
L 4 are 
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are fuflicientlj plentiful here, and, in fc-t 
veral articles, good,-5-particularlj lamb, 
mutton, pigeons, hares, partridges, &c. 
The be^f is not good,^— and we are not 
pleafed with the poultry, unlefs we fee4 
them ourfelves, or bring them from dif- 
tant parts. They have very few cows, 
and no proper pafture for them, except on 
diftant hills ; fo we can have little milk or 
butter that is tolerable. — I had very good 
butter of cows milk fent me from 5ow/o«, 
three times a week, at the rate of about 
two {hillings /»^r pound. — They might havQ 
plenty and variety of excellent iifli from the 
Mediterranean ; but their native fifliers 
are miferably deficient, both in Ikill and 
indullry.— During every fpring feafon, the 
Genoefe carry on a profitable and very 
confiderable trade of fiiliing on this coaft,^ 
in the bell manner, — and even fupply the 
F^-ench markets: thus thofe republicans^ 
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vlth fuperior enterprife and induftry, ex-» 
cited and fupported by wife encourage^ 
ments and regulations of the ftate, like 
the Dutch on our coafts, divert to theiji- 
felves thofe fources of plenty and wealth 
which naturally belong to our own people. 
Men interefted in the people's profperity, 
and intelligent in the means to promote 
it, govern republics. Kings and courtier^ 
are chiefly ftudious of their own fecurity, 
and for that they rely on the force of mer- 
cenary armies, and the influence of merce- 
nary priefts. A Frederick rarely, very 
rarely, exiflis ; a Monarch who had capaci- 
ty to conceive, and virtue to praftife the 
golden rule of government, — "That the 
people* s profperity is the only fure foundation 
pf a monarches honour and interejl. 

The horfe I purchafed at Aix fcrves me 
^ell. For anmfementy exercife, change o{ 

airv 



170 TRAVELLIHO 

air, I frequently make jaunts upon him af 
far as 7o»fo». I have there become acquaint- 
ed with a Mwif. Caffarelli^ lieutenant of a 
king's fliip ; from his company and conver- 
fation I have derived much pleafure and 
information. — ^I alfo had the good fortune 
here to be further acquainted with the ce- 
lebrated Albe Raynal. — At the age of 
feventy-four, he has, for fome years, lived 
with an extraordinary abflinence of diet. 
-i-He drinks no fermented liquors, and 
fubfifls altogether on cow*s milk and 
Jbread ; by this regimen he enjoys perfeft 
health and high fpirits ; he talks inceffant- 
ly, but is conftantly entertaining, often in- 
ftruftive ; and, in converfation, he exprefles 
himfelf with the fame propriety and per- 
fpicuity as he does in his writings. 

The many good offices of my banker 
francu Grcfut^ and other gentlemen of 

this 
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this country, confirm an opinion I have 
formed of the French churaSier in general, 
that they are not merely polite, hut really 
friendly and beneficent. — A Mon/. Bouffie^ 
at Hyeris^ is remarkable for obliging at- 
tention to ftrangers, efpecially the Britifh, 
-—He has merited my regard by numberlefs 
good offices— -*! found him engaged in a 
projed: of building a new and commodious 
i^otel in an excellent fituation. — I difco- 
vered that his finances were rather defi-> 
cient, and I granted fome aid ;— I hope it 
fliall profper. 

During my refidence at Hyeres^ I have 
amufed myfelf very agreeably and effec-» 
tually, in making colleftions of 'natural cu^ 
riofities ; fhells, and other maritime bodies, 
foiSls, fpars, and minerals. In this fa- 
vourite obje&, I was remarkably afiifted 

by my old Scottiih feryant James He 

difcoverq. 
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difcovers a natural tafte, which excites an 
extraordinary keenefs and induftry in his 
fearches. As often as he could be fpared, 
he traverfed the coails and hills, far and 
near, returning always with ftorcs, — many 
of them rare or pretty. Some of my 
French acquaintances, obferving his merit 
in tills. and other Angularities, joined to a 
very unpoliflied appearance, called him 
Lefage fauvagCy i.e. the wild Savage. In the 
courfe of thefe excurfions, he met with va- 
rious adventure^ fome of them odd, and 
ludicrous enough. I fhould relate them 
at full length, were I difpofed to imitate 
the example of minute travellers, who 
write for the fame and profit of ample pu- 
blications. I was made acquainted with 
a Pere Urban, a Dominican prieft of the 
convent of St. Pierre, at Toulon ; he had 
coUefted a fmall cabinet of natural hiftory, 
which was for fale ; I purchafed the moft 

part 
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part of it. After this commerce with him, 
he appeared to be attached to me, made me 
repeated vifits here, and aflifted me m o- 
ther purchafes. I had fome proofs of bis 
kindnefs, and fome of his craft. Upon r'-e 
5vhole, however, we were mutually ^vcll 
pleafed. He amufed me, and I believe I 
paid him in a manner fufficicntiy liber::! 
and comfortable. I muft again make 

honourable mention of a barber. He 

ferved me at this place, — his name is 
Monf, Arena ; — I fet it down for recollec- 
tion, if ever I fliould return here, and that 
I may recommend him to others, for he is 
an excellent honeil fellow. He was' an 
amateur of natural hiftory. He fometimes 
yolunteered as a guide to James, and other- 
wife materially aflifted me ; — at length he 
fuggefted a fhrewd experiment, which I 
Ihall try in other retired lituations ; though 
it may feem whimfical, it fucceeded well. 

He 
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He publifhed a proclamation bj th^ coniJ 
xnon cr jer in the village and neighbour^ 
hoody that a foreign gentleman, whofo 
place of refidence he expreffed, was willing 
to pay reafonablj for all articles of natural 
iiiftory, wilich were partly 4^ecified. I 
bad dai] j^ and verj amuiing levees, chief-* 
Ij of failors and fiihers, or their widows 
and kindred, from whom I purchafed, at 
moderate rates, with God*s bleffing into 
the bargain, many curious articles, from 
the Eail and Weil Indies, as Well as the 
Mediterranean coaft, and from the n^nes 
and quarries of this country.— —In the 
courfe of mv dealings for colleQ:ing articles 
of natural hiftory, 1 met with a very inno- 
cent adventure, which both entertained 

and interefted me much. — Mifs F ^h, 

a young lady of the Britifli party here, 
equally amiable by elegance of perfon and 
manners, recommended to my attention a 

Spanifb 
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i^pauiifli Ladj o£ fingular fortune and cba* 
rader, whom flie countenanced and patro^* 
nifed from the pureft difpofitions of a good 
heart. This Spaniih ladj's name is Ma- 
dame Raquier, now paft fixtj years of age* 
When joung and handfome fhe was married 
to a Frenchman, who had a good land eilate 
in this country, and carried on trade for 
many years at Cadiz, with every appear- 
ance of fuccefs and growing affluence; they 
had po child. Having fettled bis fortune 
on a relation who lives at Toulon ,• in truft 
wholly for behoof of this lady, bis wife, be 
died about ten years ago. There is reafon 
to doubt, if this truft was faithfully admi- 
miftrated ; however that may be, the faft 
is, that all his effe&s in Spain were fei%^ 
ed by his creditors there, ^d the ad- 
miniftrator in this country, having fold 
the land eftate, rendered an account, 
that all was exhaufied bjf debts and ex- 
pence^ 
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pences of management ; fo that, -^heU 

the lady arrived here, in full expeftation 
of an eafjr fortune, fhe found herfclf 
deftitute even of conmion neceHaries, in a 
country where flie was entirely a ftranger. 
A prieft, who was chaplain to her family 
when in opulence, had, about this time, been 
fettled in a fmall living near Hyeres ;— - 
with him fhe has ever fince been entertain- 
ed. She works diligently at fine laces, 
and thereby contributes to their fupport. 
She has made his little habitation the moft 
cxquifitely elegant cottage, I believe, in 
the world. — I have repeatedly vifited it 
with fre(h admiration. She has borne this 
fevere and unexpefted reverfe of fortune 
with fuch firmnefs of mind and chearful 
fpirit, that (he is highly refpefted, and com- 
monly called lafemme forte ^ or the hratx 
woman. I found it no eafy matter to afford 
her a moderate relief, without offending her 

delicacy. 
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delicacy*, She obftinately declined to re- . 
eeive any thing as a prefent, or charity ; 

but by Mifs F ^s prudent and humane 

mediation, I purchafed from her fome 
choice articles of natural hiftory, even be- 
low an adequate price. I wilh to give her 
fome farther fupply, but I doubt it is im- 

pradicable j and fo does Mifs F h. I 

have frequently converfed with her j — ^her 
fenfe and iingular pleafantry quite charmed 
me. A good poet might make her, at leaft 
a match for the Man of Rofs ; an excellent 
charaSer, but too artificially draWn by 
Pope. 

No mifer can acciunulate pelf with more 
avidity than I do thefe articles of natural 
hiftory, — I have accepted, without any 
Icruple or ceremony, many prefents from 
perfons of condition, particularly from tb« 
I)uche{s of Saxe Gotha, and Lady D — ^f-^f 
M who 
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^ho have promifed to give me more ; front 
a French Bifhop, occafionallj here, a very 
refpedable and pleafant man ; from Ma-> 
dame Bourgare, mj friend, Mr laumes, and 
Monf. Roberts, a very worthy curate here^ 
Tvho has a good living ; from my country- 
men Mr N — t ; honeft Mr F ^h, &c. 

On my tranfa^ions' in natural hiftory I 
make this remark, that if money mifers 
underftood their own intereft rightly, they 
would ad liberally, — whereby the rich 
may be induced to make them prefentd*, 
and the poor to give them pennyworths. 

I AM in the courfe of perufing Moliere's 
admirable comedies : — I havejuft read the 
Mifer* In a cdileftion of works by an 
author of original genius, we are puzzled 
to form our judgment, and decide for our- 
felves this queftioli — which is the beft piece 
et cbe/d^auvre* True genius refemblesthe 

power 
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power of eloquence,— ^in which the laft 
fpeaker is predominant. When I have 
juft read one of Shakefpeare's capital plays, 
— I think it his beft, till I read another : 
at this moment I think the Aoare is Mo- 
liere's beft comcdj ; — I maj alter my opi- 
nion without abating my eftimation of it, 
when I fucceflively perufe the Tartuffe^ 

and the Mifanthrope^ &u: ^We may ob- 

ferve in real life, that if the moft notorious 
mifer had fenfe enough to avoid certain 
pitiful, trifling, and contemptible favings, 
he niight be allowed to merit the character 
of a wife and cautious man. — Moliere's 
mifer, would pafs for a rational good old 
man, prudently reftraining the excefles of 
his inconfiderate and unexperienced chil- 
dren — if you retrench thofe grofs and ri- 
diculous fooleries, which indeed are infe- 
.parable from the nature of avarice. — His 
M a lending^ 
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lending^ in place of giving a good day^ 
feema outre ; but he Is truly natural and 
comic, when he gives his fteward direc-^ 
tions about the entertainment. " Plenty of 
" foup maigre to cloy thefir ftomachs ; and 
** provide what may ferve a company of 
** eight, which will be fuflBicient for twelve 
•* or fourteen.'* 

Harp agon's ludicrous agitations on dif- 
covery of the robbery have a remarkable 
and very curious refemblance to Shakef- 
peare's Shy lock on a fimilar occafion. It 
is pleafant to mark fuch comparifons of ge- 
nius in different countries. Here the fi- 
militude is delightfully ftriking. 

tlyeresy March 20, 1787. Lift of French 
books occaGonally recommended by intel- 
ligent friends here : Montaigne — Vol- 
taire's edition of Corneilhy — Racine^ Cre^ 

billon 
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InHott-^-^Moliere — Boileau — DiSHonaire rai-^ 
Jonanne univerfel d^Hiftoire naturelle^ par 
Monf. Valmontj feven volumes — Voyage 
d*un amateur des arts^ — Elemens de Phif- 
toire de France y 3 vols, par VAhhe Milot — 
Memoir es de chimie^ par Monf. Sage — Hif- 
toire d*Efpagne^ par Mariana — Hijioire 
de Henri quatrcy par Perejixe. — 'Tableau de 
JParisj many vols. — Guide des amateurs et 
4les etrangers voyageurs a Paw.— Schruch- 
zer's natural hiftory of Switzerland. — 
Monf. laumc promifes to give me a lift of 
the moft efteemed memoirs and tr infla- 
tions in the French language. 

March 23, This day I was joined by 
my nephewj^an excellent companion— 
and we immediately fet out on our return 
northward. In paffing at Toulon we vifit- 
cd Mr. and Mrs. C — k — n, who, for fomc 
tune, were very agreeable members of our 
M 3 Bcitiflk 
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Britifh party at Hyeres ; — and I finally 
fettled my commerce with the prieft. 

March 30, 1787. Marseilles; — We 
pafs fome days very agreeably here. My 
ftores of natural hiftory colleded in thofe 
parts are now carefully packed in fifteen 
or fixteen cafes, and Slipped bymy banker, 
for London *. I aKo revifited Monf . Colet*s 
fine cabinet, with a letter of recommenda- 
tion from Madam Bourgare. I fliall ever 
warmly remember his kindnefs, and wifti 
for any proper occaiion of a grateful re- 

• It is certainly one, and a remarkable proof, 
(though in an inftancc of little moment) of the efta- 
bliihed regularity and fafety of commerce, that, though 
I purchafed numberlefs articles of natural hiftory, 
through the whole courfc of my extenfive travels, and 
left them in parcels to the charge of many different 
incrchants, to be fent by various channels to different 
ports in Britain, I have fuffercd no lofs or embezzle-' 
ment worthy of mention ; almoft all now arc in my 
poffeffion . 

turn. 
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tarn. He prefented to me a calkct, con* 
taining a feleft, though fmally coUeftion of 
curious and rare articles in natural hiftory ; 
^— and on the footing of a liberal and friendly 
commerce, I received from him a lift of ar- 
ticles which he defired to have from differ- 
ent parts of Great Britain. Moft unhappily 
I have miflaid this lift, and eameftlj wifli, 
hj the mediation of fome obliging and 
good natured traveller, to have it replaced, 
that I may be enabled to pay what I may 
properly call a debt of honour. For 
my own recolleftion, and to inform other 
curious travellers, I fet down that, during 
this fliort ftop at Marfeilles, I had fdme 
nfeful commerce with a new acquaintance, 
a fair dealer in natural hiftory ; — his nam« 
and addrefs is — " 7i. FH/ej au coin de Id 
€aribierej vers U port a Marfeilles. 

M 4 April 
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JlfirH^. Retuii»ep to -^^Mf,— where I had 

the good formne to find MrN 1 and his 

fanulji — In ooi^papj ti9gether,and eonduc-r 
ted bj oar moil obliging banker, Moniieur 
Gregoire — , we vifited a cabinet of paint- 
ings, which I had not an opportunity to fee 
when formerly here.— r-It belongs to Monf* 
, a very polite and agreeable old gen- 
tleman.— four fpacious smd elegant apart- 
ments are filled with choice collections of 
books and paintings, which are arranged 
with Angular order and tafte. — The paint- 
ings are felefl, original pieces, of the Fle-^ 
miih, French, and Italian fchools. — ^They 
are efteemed the beft and moft valuable 
private colleftion in France.-r-Though no 
connoifTeur, I paffed fome hours in viewing 
them, and in hearing the worthy owner's 
defcriptions of them, with inexpreffible 
plcafure* 
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jipril 12. We fet out for Montpelier — - 
Jf ear St Remy, on our route there, we faw 
thofe celebrated objefts of antiquity, which 
^re fit only to be feen and adnured. — I 
think it is impoffible to convey any juft 
idea of them by defcription ; — at leaft I 
never attempt fuch defcriptions. — If made 
by fcientific men, they are dull or unintel- 
Ugibk; — and if by men of tafle, deficient. 

Montpelier J jiprili^. We arrived hero 
in the evening, and put up at the hotel of 
the Cbeval Bianc^-^^ThQVG^re two other ho^ 
tels^ none of them reputable ; which is 
grange, as the refort here is very confidera- 
tle. — This is reckoned the beft. — ^When I 
defired to know what we could have for 
fupper privately, the landlady told me thero 
wa3 not a nokorfel in the houfe which was 
9ot ready to be fet down at the tabU de 
fboUXQ fuppcr.w-J'or change, we were very 

veU 
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well difpofed to join this cafnal and uncer* 
tain compaaj. — I was furprifed at the 
goodnefs of onr &re ; we had varietj of 
the beft diihes for the feafon, well cooked, 
and at one third of the expence for a pri- 
vate entertainment. — ^The company was 
numerous, talkative, andmerrj, without 
much drinking ^ — all quite at their eafe, 
and wearing their hats on. — ^We were not 
qualified for the rapiditj of a promifcuous 
French converfation, and retired early, ' 
though we met with every mark of a,tten>- 
tion and politenefs. — ^Next day I hired a 
pleafant and commodious private houfe, 
well fumifhed, in the Jardins de Fin, and 
adjoining to the walls of the town, at two 
'Jouis d'ors per week. 

In this town they reckon above twenty 
thoufand inhabitants, and that a fixth part 
of them are proteftants.— -Their minifter, 

Monf. 
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Monf. ,has the general i^sputation of 

a learned, moderate, worthy man, and 
an excellent . preacher : — He performs di- 
vine fervice every Sunday at ten o'clock, 
forenoon, in a field, about a mile from the 
town, without any moleilation. 

MoNTPELiER has a very pleafant fitua- 
tion, on a rifing ground, furrounded by an 
extenfive, and for moft part, fertile plain, 
within fight of the Mediterranean. — The 
air is uncommonly pure and (harp; — ^hurt- 
ful in confumptive cafes, but falutary to 
- weak nerves, fo I find it agrees with my 
conftitution : — though for an extraordinary 
continuance of near three weeks, the wea- 
ther has been very cold, and the menftral 
winds blow very high. — The States of 
Langucdoc aflemble here in winter ; when, 
I am told, the moft noble and opulent fa- 
milies maintain an elegant and exemplary 

hofpitality, 
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hofpitality, without exccfs either in luxury 
or play. — The proviiions are good and 
plentiful, but gcnerallj dear ; — frefh and 
good fiihof all kinds, particularly the 
rouger^ folc, and turbot, fell at very high 
prices. — ^Tbe ftates are not inattentive to 
the profperity and interell of this great 
province ;— yet they have hitherto failed 
to eftabliih proper rules and regulations 
for the improvement of their fiiheries^ 
which are very ill-managed. — ^Their uni- 
verfity long poffefled great reputation, e* 
fpecially in the medical Une. — They are 
allowed to ufe the King's gardens, which 
are extenfive, though neither beautiful nor 
richly Hocked with botanical plants. In 
this garden was fecretly buried Narciffhy 
on whofe death/ Young raves with all the 
romantic wildnefs of poetical phrenzy 

in his Night Thoughts. ^The fpot, a 

}4tle gloomy grove, is known ^.— I faw 

it; 
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-it J it is indeed a doleful Jbade. — Some 
generous and liberal mindedFrench perfon* 
x)f diftinftion lately made a contribution to 
ered a monumental tomb over this burial- 
place. — ^The pronofal has occafioned feri*. 
ous contefts, not/ jet fettled. — ^The ortho*' 
dox are greatly offended that fuch a monu- 
ment fliould be erefted over unhaUowad 
ground^ and to the memory of a heretical 
girl.— The two grand walks, the Efplenade^ 
and the Pera, are juftly admired as the 
fineft in France ; and the adjoining gre^t 
aquedud): makes, as I think, a magnifi- 
cent appearance, though it is a modem 
work, and though my friend Smollet 
peevifhly treats it with contempt. — The 
perfumes and liqueurs which are made 
here are highly efteemed all over Europe^ 
and are the ftaple branch of their com- 

toerce* 

Ik 
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In a party with Lord D — f — 3 and hi* 
family, we made an excurfion to view the 
great canal of Languedoc, and the Mon^ 
tagne percicy (the pidrced mountain) ;— 
beautiful obje&s of high and curious art^ 
even to thofe who have feen fuch nd^ble 
and ufeful works in England and Scot- 
land. — ^I am firm in ati opinion that all ^ 
minute defoription of fuch monui^ients of 
genius or public benefit are tedious and un- 
fatisfadlory. — In fuch cafes I forbear any 
defcripti6n, and I apply the Roman maxim, 
Sentio tantum-'-^-monJlrare nequcQ. 

In the cdurfe of this excurfion I made 
and fet down a material obfervation, that 
there is one article of Catholic religion, 
which, though a hearty proteftant, I would 
gkdly embrace ; — that in feed-time and 
harveft t&ey work diligently, and I think, 
devoutly^ in the fields, except during the 

a£lual 
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aftual performance of divine fervice. — If 
fenfe and found reafon were allowed to de- 
termine points of religious faith and duty, 
it would be as pradicable and profitable 
for nations to agree in articles of faith as of 
commerce, which is not regulated by mc- 
taphjrfical arguments, nor by the art or 
influence of interefted men, but by the ob- 
vious principles of common fenfe and com* 
mon utility. 

When at Montpelier, I had the Cngular 
happinefs to become well acquainted witU 
luord C — If— d, and his moft amiable fa- 
mily. — I can in no due meafure exprefs 
the eflimation which, in my heart, I en- 
tertain for him. — ^In thefe unpremeditated 
notes I fet down juft what I think and feel. 
—I think England produce^ fome of the belt 
— ^and fome of the worft of mankind,^ — 
with a wonderful diverfity of intermediate 

charadters 
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charaSers between thefe extremes*— ^A 
wife and welUinformedy cheerful, benevo^ 
lent Engliihman^ does the higheft honour 
to human nature. — ^Even an honeft good-* 
naturedy blunt Englifhman, with fenfe, 
though deficient in km)wledge and man^ 
iktrSf is a wordij and refpe&able charader: 
-i^buty on the other hand, a low-bred, furlj^ 
Ignorant, infolent, and^ add to all^ a purfe« 
proud Englifhman, is the mod offenfive 
animal that crawls on two legSy between 
earth and heaven. — One of their noblemen, 
equally famous for his wit and profligacy, 
fays of human nature what' is certainly ap- 
plicable to his countrymen ; 

** Man differs more from man, than man from bead.* 

I WAS furprifed when informed that 
there were no lefs than nine hundred chairs 
^fed in this town. — -Every lady of any 

fafliioB 
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fafliion has her chair, and generally their 
own fervants adl as chairmen.. — ^For great 
part of the year, however, the bulk of them, 
are carefully laid up, and in general only 
employed when the ftates are ajQTembled ; 
and the place is crowded with good com- 
pany from all quarters. — Manufa6lures, 
particularly in filk, cotton, and verdigreafe, 
with confequential population, are here in 
a manifeft progrefs. 

I HAVE made a very agreeable acquaint- 
ance with an Englifli gentleman and his 
lady, occafionally here, Mr and Mrs P — n, 
and I have hopes to meet them again in the 
courfe of our travels. 

In my vocation of coUefting wherever 

I go curious articles of natural hiftory, I 

have been fuccefsful here, and have feen 

feveral good collediions. — I have made 

N feme 
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fome precious acqiiifitions from a MonC 
Plomd, an eminent and experienced dealer. 
— His ufual pradtice is to decline any re- 
tails, and fell onlj large parcels : Happilj 
for my views, he is at prefent overftocked, 
and content to fell at moderate prices fuch 
pieces as his cuftomers may choofe to have. 
— I am barely an amateur, and can never 
rife to the charadler of a connoiffeur ; yet, 
by pra£lice, I make fomeprogrefs in diflia- 
•guiftiing capital pieces, and I am occafion- 
ally aided by perfons of real fkiU. — I pur- 
chafed from this man a fmall colle£lion of 
beautiful mineral pieces,' and rich chryflals, 
from Dauphiny and the Pyrenees. — By 
perfeverance In this mode of traffic, I may 
be able to form a cabinet of diftinftion at 
home, without very great or improper 
expence ; and. In the mean time, I enjoy a 
variety of Innocent and rare amufements. 
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In the view, that I may determine to 
pafs next winter in Spain, — I have read 
Swinburne's travels with uncommon fatif- 
faftion* — I think thej'are written with 
eafe, good tafte, fenfe, and perfpicuitj ;^— 
foarce ingredients in modern books of 
tnj kind. 

I ESTEEM Monf. Sabatier of this place 
as a fagacious, learned, and honeil phjii- 
cian. — I fliall never forget his fair, laconic^ 
and fenfible advice to my nephew, who has 
pulmonary complaints. His words were, 
— " ^/fejs .' j^i/ez ! Ilnefaut pas rejler ici ,- 
*' Jt)tivene% vous toujour s de le confeil queje 
*' vousdonne — boucoup demenagement^etfort 
** peu des r^zw^^w."— " Depart ! depart! 
«' —this climate is improper for your cafe ; 
" but pray remember the advice I give 
•*.you. You cannot take too much care of 
*• yourfclf, nor can you take too little 
N a of 
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«• of medicines.'* This dodorgave me a 
fimple receipt for an inflammation of the 
eyes, whic h, as it proved very fuccefsful, 
I fet it down for the benefit of others. — 
** Bathe them frequently with rofe and plan- 
*• tane waters, mixed in equal quantities." 

Cete. I TOOK up my refidence for about 
a week at Cete, as a convenient fituation,^ 
from which I could eafily refort to, and 
try the famous mineral waters of Bulleruck^ 
— Cete Hands on a peninfula in the Medi- 
terranean, about twenty miles from Mont- 
pelier. — Great part of the territory lying 
between thofe towns is very barren. — The 
village of Frontinian lies on this road, 
within five miles of Cete. It is remark- 
able for the rich wine called Frontiniac 
produced in its neighbourhood, and for its 
very unhealthy fituation, occafioned by 
neighbouring marihes, which, in hot fum- 

mers,^ 
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snersy infeft the inhabitants with mortal 
diftempers. Sometimes the furviving peo- 
ple abandon it, and return again in winter. 

The fituatlon of Cete is beautiful, — on 
the bpttom of a hill, which is cultivated, 
inclofed, and covered with vines to the 
top. The accefs to the town has a lingular 
appearance ; and is finely romantic. — ^We 
pafs bj a handfome and very extenfive 
bridge, which croffes part of a great fea- 
lake iffuing from the Mediterranean. — The 
harbour and port of Cete is a work of ex- 
traordinary folidity,. and it is the moft 
commodious and ufeful in the gulph of 
^ Lyons. — Their trade in Languedoc wines 
and brandy is very confiderable. — They 
have alfo a great manufaftory of tobacco, 
which employs from five to eight bundled 
men, women, and children.— Burnet, Dur-> 
encei and Co. are the moft eminent mer- 
N 3 chants* 
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ehants. Their cellars andwarehoufes are of 
greater extent and conveniency than any I 
ever faw. I had a letter of introdudtion 
to Mr Burnet from. Mrs A— — n,^nexceli. 
lent member of our Brltifh focietj at Hje- 
res.— I had alfo a credit on Mr Burnet from 
my banker at Marfeilles.^Mr Burnet is a 
native of Scotland, yet has no intention, or 
defire, to return home.— No wonder,— he has 
been fettled here in a profperous courfe of 
bufinefs for more than twenty five years, 
and is married to a deferving French lady, 
by whom he enjoys a good Irmd ellate, near 
Lunnell. — ^He is however, on all occa- 
fions, remarkably attentive and obliging to 
the Britifli people, without any of the vile 
diftinftions between fouth and north, which 
are only kept up by perfons who diflion- 
our both. 

DURINC^ 
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During my ftay here, I happened to 
meet with two captains of trading vefTcls 
from the Frith of Forth : I was very high- 
ly pleafed with their fpirit and converfa- 
tion.*— I vifited their fliips, and they dined 
fometimes with me. — I fet down from their 
information a few particulars which I 

til ink material, or interefting. ^Their 

names are Gray and Greig. They had 
both ferved in the Britiifa navy during laft 
war* — I am convinced that fuch men are 
better qualified to give true ideas of fsL&s 
and characters than perfons of rank in the 
fervice. — ^They are not fo liable to tlie in- 
fluence of party connexion. — They exprefs 
plainly and bluntly the fenfe, and fincere 
opinions of our honeft tars. — Under fuch 
favourable impreffions of them, confirmed 
by their natural and unafFedted manners, I 
liflened to their informations, as curious 
zad important.— They faid, " the public 
N 4 ^ dlfgcac^ 
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" difgrace and punifhment inflifted on an 
" inglorious ^admiral, in the former war, 
" was of great fervice. — They freelj cen- 
** fured fome of our admirals who ferved 
"in the laft war. Without anj partial 
** favour for Keppel, they roundly and fe- 
** verely blamed Pallifer j and were clear- 
^' ly decided in opinion, that if the two 
" admirals had united in brave and vigo- 
" rous exertions, we fliould have obtained 
** a complete and great viftory. — They be- 
** flowed no encomiums on Graves. Their 
" favourite heroes were Kempenfelt, Rod^ 
** ney, Douglas, Hood, and captain Young. 
" They faid, the beft and moft ferviceable 
" failors in the world undoubtedly are th© 
** . Britifli, the Dutch, and the Norwegian ; 
*' that the French, and other nations, are 
** now in a courfe to rival them: that the 
*' Czarina could never have formed a ref- 
^^ pedable fleet, if ihchad not had thefagaci<«. 

•« ty 
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** ty to engage, and employ Britifh failors, 
«* particularly admiral Greig, and an Eng- 
" lifli carpenter, whofe name I do not recol- 
** led : that fhe wifely encouraged, reward- 
" ed them liberally, and committed to them 
" the whole diredlion and charge of her 
" naval affairs." — It was with pleafure, 
abd I own, with a fort of national pride, that 
I heard fome French merchants of my ac- 
quaintance very frankly cxprefs their ef- 
teem for thofe two Britilh failors : They 
faid, they were diftinguiflied in the port for 
their healthy ruddy complexions, andftout 
make, but ftill more for their proper and 
regular behaviour* 

BuUeruci Mineral fT^/^rj.— Bulleruck 
is a fmall village, about ten Englifli mile^ 
from Cete, by an excellent road, lately 
made at the expence of the province. It 
is-fituated near the brink of the great fait- 

watec 
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water lake called Tou — The lake extends 
about thirty miles in length, and ten in 
breadth. Near the extremity of it, where 

4 

the famous Languedoc canal begins, the 
city of Beziers, and its environs, make a 
delightful appearance. The territory ad- 
joining to Bulleruck is exceedingly rude 
and barren. — It is, however, very capable 
of cultivation, as app6»rs by fome experi- 
ments of improvements on fmall detached 
fpots, where vines and olives are propa- 
gated, and thrive.— It is a Angular and com- 
fortable circumftance, that thefe waters are 
innocent, and operate their falutary efFecls, 
if at all, in a very fhort time.— When ufed 
for drinking, a continuance of iSx or feven 
days is generally found fufficient ; and few 
invalids ftay, for bathing, or doufing, 
above a fortnight. — Monf. Weckit, trea- 
furer of the province, is proprietor of this 
watering place, — The well known benefi* 

cence 
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cence of his chara£ler is moll pleafingl j 
manifelled to (Irangers, bj the apparently 
chearfiil, eaf/, and happj condition of the 
people. — At prefent the bed accommoda- 
tion and entertainment are to be had at 
the bathing houfe. — I made choice of my 
rcfidcnce at Cete, that I might be obliged to 

rife early, and take exercife All articles 

of lodging, entertainment, and ufinrr the 
waters, are regulated, and very moderate. 
— ^The inhabitants here feem yet in a ftate 
of innocence ; and I never faw any water- 
ing place where there is fo little appear- 
ance of a difpofition to impofe on ftrangers. 
. — ^They have one phyfician, a Dr Pouzaire. 
His fee is half a crown for every vifit, or a 

louis d'or for two weeks attendance. 1 

think he is a well meaning man ; and he 
certainly is experienced in the proper ufe of 
thefe waters — He has publifhed a fmall 
]^ook on them. It has lately been tranflated^ 

literally 
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literally enough, hj an Englifh travelling 
Dodor, Mr. B— Pugh, with fome additional 
obfervations, and cafes. — The waters hare 
certainly performed wonderful cures in re- 
cent cafes of fuch palfies as zffe& only part 
of the body, alfo in partial obftru£bions, 
rheumatifms, and fciaticas. — They are not 
proper in cafes of general relaxation. Many 

are hurt by drinking them exceffivdy 

I have experienced, that, when drank with 
due moderation, they are the fafeft, gentleft, 
and moft effedual of all phjrfic ; and I have 
felt the falutary effe£ls of them for my com- 
plaints of decayed appetite and indigeftion. 
— I never exceeded eight fmall glaflesj 
taken at an interval of a quarter of an hour. 
— The quantity very commonly taken is 

three or four times as much. It is a 

very hot, fulphureous water, with fome 
mixture of fait and ftecl. 

Here 
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Here they have charitable funds, under 
a well regulated adminiftration of certain 
managers, or truftees. — Thej have exe- 
cuted confiderable and convenient accom- 
modations, and afford fmall penfions for 
poor invalids. — The princefs of ■ , from 
an uncommonly rational fentiment of 
piety and gratitude, for her recovery of 
health, by means of thefe -waters, made a 
donation fome years ago of 1 0,000 livres 
to this charitable foundation. — Such boun- 
ty, I am convinced, will give her highnefs 
a better claim to good fame in this world, 
and a- crown of glory in the next, than if^ 
in imitation of fome wonderful emperors,, 
empreiTes, kings, queens, princes, and prin- 
cefles, fhe had alienated valuable territories 
to the Holy Father at Rome ; or if flie had 
burdened herpeople, and drained her trea- 
fury, by fplendid and rich gifts to the Holy 
Mother at Loretto. 

Montpelicry 
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Montpelier^ 1 2th May 1787. We f e-» 

turned to Montpelier, difiatisfied with our 
hotel at Cete. I revifited the bed cabinets 
at prefent in this place. 

i^, The cabinet of Monf. Jouvent, — an 
elegant, though not a great, colle6lion of 
Ihells, minerals, and paintings, with a hand-* 
fome library of books. He has a more 
confiderable cabinet at Paris. 

2dy A COLLECTION of birds, which be- 
longs to Monf. Fauziere, and is kept in a 
fine apartment belonging to the academy of 
fciences. — The colleftion is large and beau- 
tiful, — ^but due prefervation is negle^ledr 

3^, A COLLECTION of paintings, the 
property of Monf. Douchie ; fmall, but 
choice, and well arranged, with a good li- 
brary. — I obferved here, what was new 

and 
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and very pleafing to me, — a number of 
glafs frames, about a foot and a half fquare^ 
refembling the form of a lanthorn, with 
gilded pillars. — ^Thefe ferved as fo many 
little cabinets for birds, fliells, fine mine- 
rals, and feleft fmall ftatues, — ^They have 
a very pretty effeft, properly placed in ^ 

large cabinet, or library. 

« 

4thf The mod curious and valuable ca- 
binet of paintings in this place belongs to 
Monf. Bourgaire. 

Just before we fet out, Lord D — f — s 
and I jointly purchafed from Burnet and 
Co. feveral parcels of the bell wines pro- 
duced in this province, particularly, Fronti^ 
niacy Lunnelly St. JO' A^ery^ and a red wine, 
which, after being bottled fome years, 
grows excellent — The St. JO' A'siery is a de- 
licious cordial. — It grows on a fmall terri- 
tory 
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tor J of this province, and is fo much e* 
fteemed that it is all bought up on the fpot* 
— None of it goes in the CQurfe of ordinary 

commerce. ^The Lunnell, is a pleafant 

wine, largely vended in commerce. — It has 
dangerous efFefts, if immoderately drank. 
Our wine merchants, to confirm this infor- 
mation, told us a curious fad, that if any 
of their workmen are difabled by violent 
cramps, rheumatifms, or convulfions, upon 
enquiry, they feldom fail to difcover that 
they have embezzled and drank to excefs 
their Lunnell wines. 

After much deliberation and advice, 
the charms of Italy have prevailed, and I 
am refolved to pafs next winter in that 
country,— though I am ftill convinced, 

that the climate of Spain is preferable 

So I fet out immediately for Nifmes, Lyons, 
Geneva, &c. 

NifineSf 
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Nifmes^ i/^th May 1787. We arrived 
here, at the hotel de Louviere, where 
our entertainment was good and reafonable. 
— ^For a fufficient defcription of the preci-^ 
ous remains of Roman tafte and grandeur, 
which are to be feen here, I refer to Smol- 
let's little tefty book of travels, vol. \ ^ ^ 
letter loth. — Nifmes has increafed pro- 
digioufly of late years in manufactures, and 
cohfequently in population.— -They reckon 
fixty or feventy ; — I have reafon to believe 
there are fifty thoufand inhabitants. 

A SILK flocking manufadlure is their 
capital branch, in which they are generally 
allowed to excel, both for quality and 
cKeapnefs. — They have^alfo a confiderable 
cotton manufa6lure, I bought fome cotton 
handkerchiefs, on which fine pieces of mo- 
faic work are very well ftamped <— They have 
feveral thoufand Hocking frames, but many 
O of 
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of them are at prefent anemplojcd, whic& 
they attribute to a late ordinance of thtf 
king of Spain, prohibiting the importatioiiu 
of . lilk manufa&ures from France. — ^All 
manufaftures are liable to fuch occafional 
yiciilitudes ; bmt if well eftabliihed and re- 
gulated, thej recover their ground, or find 
new channels of circulation.^ 

I THINK the climate here is milder thaa 
at Montpelier, — One half of the people are 
Proteftants.— Thcj have three verj refpeft^ 
able minifters, who perform divine worfliip 
in a delightful fituation, near the romantic . 
rock which fronts the fine fountains and 
curious old Roman baths. On folemn oc- 
cafions the J aflemble to the number of from 
twenty to thirty thoufand people, who are 
watched by military troops, but unmoleft- 
cd, as they are always decent and inoffen- 
five, never tumultuary. There was fuchf 

a numerous 
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A. numerous meeting, verj lately, when 
our Duke of Cumberland was one of the 
audience. An honeft burgefs, in relating 
the circumftances of this aflemblj to me, 
faid, ** O I Sir, we wept for joj to fee fuch 
** a meeting, and at the fame time a prince 
** among us,'* 

When we fet out from this place, on 
our route to Avignon, we paid half a 
poft of additional hire for a fmall deviation 
to fee the famous Pont de Gardes. — ^This 
is a cuftomarj exaftion; though not unex- 
ceptionable, it is more tolerable than the 
monarchical foolery of a " pojle royale ;'* 
that is, double hire at every ftage where 
the king has any palace or refidence, — as 
if an exorbitant impofition was a token of 
honour to their king. 

O % Avignon^ 
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Avignon. i*]tb May 1787. ARRIVED at 
Avignon. — My worthy acquaintance Mr 
F h had refided here for a confiderabie 
time. — He gave me feveral letters of re- 
commendation, particularly one to Cheva- 
lier Paris, who has retired to this place, as 
many French perfons of quality do^ to re- 
pair the damages of early diflipation, and 
learn to live with elegant economy. For 
this virtue French people of fafhion are 
diflinguifhed, and I found him a very re- 
markable and agreeable example of it. 

I CAN find no particular book which 
gives a proper or fatisfaftory defcription 
and hiftory of this fine country. There 
are tranfient fketches of it in fome of the 
books of travels I have referred to. The 
life of Petrarch, lately publiflied in French, 
is very amufing, and contains fome illuftra- 
tious of its ancient hiftory and ilate. — 

The 
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The Inhabitants of this beautiful and fer- 
tile territory, though in the heart of France, 
and fubjefl: to the Pope, enjoy a great niea- 
fure of liberty, fecurity, and eafe- — They 
complain only of too much ecclefiaftical 
power ; yet it certainly is not fo oppreflivc 
as in other fituations. — The great and well 
governed cities of Marfeilles, Lyons, and 
Nifmes, have fo engroffed all capital ar- 
ticles of trade and manufadures, that the 
people here, though in a very advantage- • 
ous fituation, have not been able to ac- 
quire, or maintain any confiderable fliare of 
either. — ^Their chief dependence is on the 
refprt of noble andfafliionable people, who 
, refide here for eafe and independence, — -It 
is remarkable, that they praftife here a 
more unlimited liberty of the prefs than 
any where on the continent. — ^They have 
between twenty and thirty different preffes 
much employed, and they publiib, without 
O 3 controul, 
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controul, all forts of prohibited books. — I 
purchafed fome remarkable produftions of 
this kind, which are not to be had openlj in 
anj other part of France, and particularly 
the private life of Lewis XV. which ia 
amufing, and contains manj true and curi- 
ous anecdotes, not very conducive to raife 
our veneration for Kings and Courtis, nor 
to remove prejudices againft them^t 

The Pope is foverelgn of Avignon, and 
the adjoining territory of Contade, — Their 
right was anciently acquired by tranfac- 
tions, ably and artfully managed, with a 
weak and bigoted princefs: — Indeed the 
Popes have in many inllances been great 
gainers by female godlinefs. 

The Pope's Legate cxercifes all power 
of governor and chief maglftrate.— His ju-, 
irifdiftion, in matters criminal, is abfolute 

an4 
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'and finals — in civil queftions, an appeal is 
competent to the Court of Rome. — He has 
only 100 men, as a military guard, to 
maintain peace and order. — He poffeffes a 
noble palace ; but his income, not exceed- 
ing ijool. Sterling a year, he lives without 
flately oftentation or much expence. — The 
Popes appoint an Italian to this office al- 
moft without exception. — ^Their admini- 
ftration has moftly been, and now is, im- 
partial, moderate, and popular. — In the 
fingular pofition of this country, any de- 
gree of rigour would be dangerous, and 
oppreffion would be fatal to the fovereign 
power, — The Popes have only a fmall ter- 
ritorial revenue, and they have never ven- 
tured to impofe, or exaft, any taxes what- 
ever. — The reafon they affign for this An- 
gularity is fatisfaSory. — They fay, " The 
** King of France cannot, and the Pope 
^ dare not impofe taxes."— ^-Its value 
O 4 t<i 
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to the Pope confifts chiefly of the ecclefi- 

allical preferments in his difpofal There 

are four biflioprics — That of AvJgnon is 
reckoned worth tlxree thoufand pounds Ster- 
ling per an?mm» 

The town of Avignon has no magiftra- 
cy nor jurifdidlon ; but they are allowed 
to enjoy certain privileges, andliave right 
to an annual revenue of no lefs than 
25,000! Sterling. — This revenue is faith- 
fully adminiflered by three confuls ; one 
chofen by the Pope, one by the nobles, and 

one by the burgeffes They compute that 

five or fix thoufand pounds of this revenue 
are necefiarily and actually expended every 
year in ere£ling new, and repairing old bul- 
warks, to defend this tov/n and fertile coun- 
try from devaftations by the two rivers 
Rhone and Durance. — Sometimes this ex- 
pence amounts to greater fums. — From 
&ven to eight XhouC'aLa.d pounds are an- 
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nually neceffary, and expended to fupport 

their three great bofpitals. ^The river 

Durance is very remarkable for its rapid 
violence and deftrudive wafte through all 
Its courfe, — The people have this com- 
mon proverb, " That the country of 
** Provence is afflifted by three plagues j 
" the parliament, the menftral winds, and 
** the river Durance." — They complain 
of vexatious delays, and exceffivc cxpence 
of law fults, carried on before that par- 
liament *. The papal nobility, within 

this territory of Avignon, are few in num- 
ber, and inconfiderable in wealth. — The 
land property is moflly divided into fmall 
eftates. The rich and great at Avig- 
non are French nobility, generally from 
Provence, Languedoc, and Dauphiny ; 
who, by their refidence here, are entitled 

• The Parliamenu in France are merely courti of 
juftlce; not properly UgiHsuiyc afTembiiefl, as in Bri- 
tain. 
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to certain privileges, without affefting their 
rights as French fubjefts, — ^Thej keep up 
the dillinflions of rank and birth to a high 
pitch— They avoid intercourfe or focietj 
with burgeiTes and other untitled people. 
Thej even contemn the papal nobility^ 
and, in derifion, call them by the name of 
Papijls. 

igtb May^ 1787, — ^TflE ChevaKer Pi- 
ns is pleafant, polite, and friendly. — He, 
this day, accompanied us on a jaunt, to 
vifif the famous fountain Vauclufe. — It 
lies about five leagues to the weft of A- 
vignon. — On our way, we paffed through 
a delightful plain, and within a league of 
it, through the fine and charmingly fituatedi 
village of Lyall. — In this territory, I ob- 
ferved more of the excellent and effeftual 
practice to refrefh, and fertilize lands, by 
artificial floodings of water, than in any 

other 
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Other part of France. — The fountain is fi- 
tuated at a confiderable height, on the a- 
fcent of a great hill — We gradually mounted 
firom the prettj little village of Vauclufe, 
along the fide of that Angular torrent 
which tumbles down firom the beautiful 
fountain, till we arrived at it. — The ob- 
jefts adjoining are formed bj a wild varie- 
ty of rockS| inconceiveably romantic. — 
Our lively companion, Mr Paris, very pro* 
perly applied to this fcene the French ex^ 
prellion, •* Belles horreures.*' 

The water of this fountain is in a very 
uncommon degree pure and limpid. — It is 
exceedingly pleafant and refrefliing to 
drink.^»It is of large extent, and faid to be 
unfathomable in depth ; — it is vaulted over 
by a natural cavern of prodigious height. 
^-The fall of its very plentiful ftream, 
liaflung, foaming, and bellowing over great 
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ftoncs and broken rocks, Is an objeflfc of 
wonder and admiration*-— It excels all the 
cafcades that ever art prefented — 'This fall 
of water foon fettles in the fine valley 
below, where-^ 

** The floatiog mirror (hine8« 
" Refle<a8 each flowV that on the border grovs, 
" And a new heav'n in its fair bofom fliows/* 

It feems natural, that the fingular, philofo- 
phical, melancholy poet, and rotnantic lo- 
ver Petrarch, ihould liaye made choice of 
this extraordinary fpot as the place of his 
frequent retreats from the vexatious ca- 
price of his charming Laura, and alfo 
from the fplendid troubles of high life and 
royal favour, in which he was relufiantly 
engaged, — Here he built an elegant villa, 
and formed a fine garden, no veftige of 
which now remains,— though they call 
the ruins of an old caftle by his name, — 
Jn fad, this was a znanfion houfe poflefTed 

*7 
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hj the ancient Lord of the Manor.— Lau- 
ra was certainly a moft perfeft pattern fbt 
coquettes. By delufive frowns and favours, 
(he kept' up the ardent and conftant love of 
Petrarch far more than twenty years j— ^ 
though, daring that period, he fooft dif- 
Uked and deferted another v^y beautiful 
woman, who had been both indulgent and 
faithful) and by whom he had two children,. 
r^Let florid poets, and fantaftical romance 
writers, refine as much as they pleafe, 
the whole art of Laura is Well and truly 
expofed, in one plain, humorous ftanza of 
our Beggar's Opera, 

" Oh Polly you migh< have toyM and kifs'd, 
•* 5y keeping men off, we keep them on." 

Oh our return from Vauclufe, we dined 
at the excellent hotel de St. Martin near 
Lyall. For the firft titne, in travelling 
through Ft<ance, I met widi an inftance 

of 



%2% TRAVELLIKG* • 

of grofs and intolerable infoknce from tlitf 
poftilions, becaufe we declined to put up^ 
at the hotel de Chartre, a very bad one, 
which they recommended.— «-*The good 
fenfe of the poftmafter at Avignon af- 
forded every fatisfaftion we defired, with^ 
out application to the civil magiftrate. 

The Chevalier Paris has introduced us 
to fcverstl perfons of diftinaion, — ^parti- 
cularly to his highly refpefted friends 
^ount Roffiere, and his lady, who was 
the only child and heirefs of the late 
Count de Sadis, and is lineally defcended 
from the celebrated Laura.— We were 
elegantly entertained at their houfe, and 
found them both perfons of fuperior fpi^ 
rit and agreeable manners. — In the courfe 
of converfation, we talked of Moliere's ri- 
dicule of Do£lors> and the uncertainty of 
medical prefcriptions, even by the beft of 

them.— ^ 
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them. — ^The Count told us a ftory which 
I think particularly pleafant, and deferying 
to be recorded. — He related, that a worthy 
perfon of his acquaintance was in a dan- 
gerous date of health, and confulted fome 
of the moft diftinguiihed phyficians at 
Paris. — For fome time, he took all the me- 
dicines they- prefcribed, without any fuc- 
cefs, or fymptom of recovery. — ^He then 
difmilTed them all but one, of whom he 
conceived the moft favourable opinion.-* 
To him he faid, " Sir, I believe I am dy- 
** ing, and I affure you I entertain no 
*^ vain hopes, nor anxious delire, for a 

** fpeedy or compleat recovery. But 

** from particular circumftances, it effen- 
** tially concerns a numerous family that 
** my life fliould be protraded for three 
** months and fix days. — If I die within 
" that period, my wife and children muft 
" be left deftitute — If I outlive it, I can 

effcdually 



" effeftually make liberal fettlements tlpotl 
^* them. — I have great confidence in jont 
** integrity and fkill, — What can you do 

M for me ?** " Sir," faid the Doftor, 

^ I venture to undertake, that you fhall 
*' outlive the time mentioned, if you ftfift-- 

** ly obferve my prefcriptions.** The 

eager patient replied " I will/ — ^What am 
*• I to take?*' — " You muft take nothing,** 
feid the Doflfor. — *' If you take any medi- 
" cines, I am off." So he prefcribed aa 
abftemious diet, and moderate exercife — 
The gentleman lived for fome years, — . 
and left his family in affluence. 

Lyons J 23d May, 1787. — ^We arrived 
at my favourite hotel de Paye in Lyons, 
wh^re we found v every thing agreeable as 
formerly.— We were hofpitably and po- 
Ktely entertained by Monf. and Madam 
Faye, who was abfi?nt during my former 

refidence 
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Bcfidence here. — I never flaw a finer wo- 
Bian — ^yet her behaviour is fedate, and her 
converfation rational. — In company with 
Mr Faye, and another French gentleman, 
we vifited the rexnarkable villa of Monf. 
Renier-^rcceiver of the revenue of Lyons, 
a perfon of great reputation, and confide- 
rable opulence. — This villa is fituated a- 
bout four miles weft from Lyons. — We 
pafled along the banks of the fmooth and 
gently flowing river Saone. — Caefar in his 
commentaries obferves, that we cannot 
perceive which way it runs. — The profc 
pefts here, on both fides of the river, are 
delightfully romantic and beautiful.-— 
The numerous country feats, on the rifing 
and highly cultivated grounds, appear, with 
fuperior elegance, to thofe in the neigh- 
bourhood of MarfelUes. — The villa which 
we vifited, is efteemed the fineft and moft 
valuable of them all; — it coft the original 
P owner, 
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owner, at leaft, two hundred thoufand liv-r 
res. — After his death, a fale hecame ne- 
ceffarj, — and about thirteen years ago, th& 
prefent proprietor purchafed it for forty 

thoufand livres. Such difproportioned 

and lofing fales of their fine feats, are, from; 
various caufes, frequent both here, and at 
Marfeilles.— An Englifh lady of diftinflion,. 
Lady R — s lately made fuch a purchafe ia 
• this neighbourhood where (he now refides.— 
The villa of Monf. Renier is elegant, fpaci- 
ous and commodious ; — the gardens plea- 
fantly laid out ; — and there are very plenti- 
ful ftreams of fine water which flow eon- 
ftantly from a pretty adjoining hill, and are 
fancifully formed into a great variety of 
cafcades, (bowers', fountains 2x1^ jets d^eaux ;, 
— which however diminiihed in the efFea 
upon us by our recent vifit and recolle6lion 
of nature's beauties at Vauclufe. 



i 
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^^tb Miy— I WAS condufted to fee a 
rich cabinet of natural hiftory which be- 
longs to Monfieur Inabert merchant. — It 
coniiils of birds in good prefervation)-— 

minerals, — ^lava, petrefadions, &c. — ^I 

particularly obferved and admired a bril- 
liant morfel of rock cryftal from Corfica- 
— ^We alfo faw the fine mineralogical ca- 
binet of Monfieur Le Camus DireBeur du 

grenier, —It is remarkable that fifh,— 

particularly the trout, are excellent in the 
impetuous river Rhone, — and that they 
are much inferior in the flow and gentle 
Saone. 

aS^i May. — ^Pentecost is in this coun-*' 
try, a day of more feftivity and merriment 
than devotion^ — Indeed the policy of Ca- 
tholic Priefls has blended amufement in all 
the folemnities of ^ their religion ;— rich Pon- 
tifical drefiesy procefiions,— .mufic &e. See. 
Pa —No 
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•^-*No theatrical dumb flicw was ever 
fo well contrived to entertain a gs^ping 
multitude,— *-as the exhibition of a grand 
mafs.— A/^o^tf/ttf w$ft decipi^ decipiatur* 

Surely the pleafuK U Mgrea^ 

Of being cheated as to cheat ; 

So lookers on feel moll delight 

Who Icaft perceive the juggler's flight. 

And (liU the Icfsthey vodefflland. 

The more they admire the fligh( of hand^^- 

The above is a feleft paffage from IludibraS/ 
which has not yet got into the mouths of 
conunon fpouters in poetry, and will pleafc 
-every reader of fenfe.— 

Thirty or forty thoufand people com* 
monly affemble on this day to enjoy a 
great variety of low entertainments and 
diverfions in a pleafant fmall ifland near 
Lyons, and in the River Saone. — I had a 
ftrong defire to go with a party of good 

company. 
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iSompdny, as fpeflators of this tuimiltuotis^ 
fhow, — ^but as I dwajs feel uneafy in 
-mobs of ally kind, and as ray health re- 
quires exercife and change of air, we this 
day fet out on our journey fot Geiieva, hjr 
a route through ftupendoiis, jet beautiful 

highlands i— Still avoiding fatigue, wc 

xnade a ibort joujrney for the filil day, and 
putup at a poor village called Crodon, 
where ottr entertainment was good, and 
our bill very nifoderate.*— The environs of 
this place prefent a Angular variety of na- 
ture's moft pleafant fcenes in glens, rocks, 
vcoods and ftrcams. 

2^tb May. — FjCom here to St. Martin, 
I>utens fets down a ftage of three houfs, 
though it meafurcs only feven miles. 
—We made it in: little more than twb 

kours. The hill of Crodon is very 

high, the afcent is gradual, and the road 
P 3 Tji^cU 
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well made.— -We had fix horfes till we 
reached the top of the hill, and then 
four returaed#— We breakfafted at Le Co- 
Tonne de France in the charming village 
of Nantua fituated on a fine extenfive 
lake which is furrounded by high rocks ; 
delightfully varied, wild and pi&urefque. 
—When at Lyons, I got a card of mtro- 
du&ion to Monf. le Comte de Douglas, and 
Mon(. le Vifcomte his nephew, who com- 
monly refide here. — The nephew was ab- 
fent on military fervice — The Count is a 
very old man. — Though defcended from a 
race of fome antiquity in France, he enter- 
tained us with the cordiality and kindnefs 
of a countryman, and talked warmly of 
his relation to our great Scots families, 
and of the honourable reception he met 
with from the Dukes of Douglas and 
Queenfberry &c. when he vifited Scotland 
rtove forty years ago. — We dined with 

hixa 
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Ilim and were regaled with trout from the 
lake, which are excellent, and preferred 

hj many to the trout of Geneva. The 

reft of our route to Ceneva fo much re- 
femhles the objeds we have pafled, that 
particular defcriptions were improper. — In 
crof&ng mountains of prodigious height, 
I could not perfuade the French poftilions 
ef a propofition which I thought very Am- 
ple and clear — that if poflible we fliould 
avoid a fituation in which the danger may 
be fatal. — The roads on thofe mountains 
are very well formed and fpacious ; — ^yet 
they never would on my entreaties drive 
on the fafe fide, — ^but obftinately kept a^ 
long the very brink of moft dreadful pre- 
cipices. — I had enough of the Belles hor- 
reuresy and I vowed never to take this road 
again. — We fawthe Rhone near its foun- 
tain which is in Switzerland, and here it 
appears a pretty and fimple rivulet; — 
P 4 though 
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though In its courfe it grows, to deferve 
the epithet given it by Petrarch, of the ma- 
jeftic Rhone. For fix or fcven leagues 
before we arrive at Geneva, we pafa 
through a charming, extcnfive, and highly 
cultivated plain.— Thefc objefts, and the 
pleafant change to rich paftures and en-* 
clofed fields revived my fpiritB. — The firft 
appearance of Geneva ftruck me with un- 
common fenfations of furprize and joy.— . 
On this quarter it is not vifible till the 
the traveller approaches very near. — ^^At 
once, the whole beautiful City, and the 
noble expanded Lake, are difplayed in full 
view. — At the fame moment, I felt irre- 
fiftibly a glow of enthufiaftic afFedion and' 
reverence to this illuftrious feat of reforma-^ 
tion and liberty. — ^Here we arrived 30th 
May at the hotel de Eceu in the heart 

of the town ^We pay at the rate of three, 

livres a night for each apartment, and 

fivo 
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five livres for dinner.-^— Travellers ge- 
nerally refort to hotels, which are no 
doubt more agreeably fituated on the lake, 
and without the Town.-— All the route 
from Lyons to Geneva is mountainous 
or palloral, yet we faw few mules or 
horfes. The country labour and car- 
riages are moftly performed by oxen of a 
middling fize— ftrong made — ^well-fhaped 
. — and of a light brown colour, refembling 

the Gucmfey breed. We got very good 

Burgundy at the Inns, — excellent mutton,, 
and ray favourite articles of milk arid but- 
ter in high perfeftion, 

. The tarout and other fifli from the lake 
of Geneva are excellent.— They are not 
only delicate to the palate, but light 
and of cafy digeftion ; — ^yet the Nantua 
trouts are not inferior.— —The filh is a 

luxury 
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luxury here, and often rifes to very high 
prices. 

\li June^f-^Wi. find the environs of Ge- 
neva very agreeahle, but the weather is 
cold, and the neighbouring hills are, at this 
mom^t, covered and loaded with fnow, 
more than ever I obferved in any part of 
Scotland at this feafon of the year. 

2d. June, — This day with a I)arty moft- 
ly Britifti, I vifited Femey, Voltaire's 
Seat and village, about fix miles from Ge- 
neva. — I was better pleafed with the an- 
cient romantic retreat of Petrarch. — I ima- 
gine he had more genius as a poet, — and he 
certainly was as a man, a fuperior charac- 
ter Voltaire's village is in a vifible ftatc 

of decay. — I have experimental knowledge 
of the proper plan for founding and efta- 
fclifliing an induftrious village. — ^Voltaire 

has 
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has either been ignorant of the beft mea- 
fures for fuch a fcheme, or unwilling to 
put them in praftice. — They reckon about 
fix hundred inhabitants. — ^He lived for a- 
bout twenty years on the fpot ; — fo he 
had fufficient time to have fettled them as 
a regular community, and in a ftate of fe- 
curity from future oppreflion, without 
which no village or fpciety can greatly 
profper. — A proprietor can by no means 
raife the value of his land eftate fo ef- 
feftually, as by granting perpetual inde- 
pendent fettlements to induftrious villa- 
gers. — I fuppofe this propofition will not 
be reliflied by the bulk of landlords, — 
Voltaire built all the houfes in tliis vil- 
lage, at his own expence, and gave the 
fettlers poffeffions for the firft fix years 
without paying rent. — In fad, during his 
life, he continued the poffeffions for very 
moderate rents, and was a mod indulgent, 

■ ber«.^<:^^t^ 
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beneficent, popular landlord. — But unhap« 
pilj he negleded granting to the people 
permanent rights, and obtaining for them 
a regular inftitution of government.— 
The miferable confe<}uence of this preca- 
rious and dependent ftate, was experienced 
immediately after his death.— The villagers 
were left to the merej of his dear Niece, 
Mifs Denny, one of thofe notable ladies 
who judge by Hudibras's maxim 

•*^ What's the worth of any thing, 
•• But as much money as 'twill bring." 

She exadted rents at the rate of eight 
per cent, of the money expended in build- 
ing — by which flie might raife an annual 
revenue of twenty thoufand Livres. — She' 
fold the. houfe, with gardens, and great part 
of the land eftate. — -She is not beloved, and 
the village is nearly in a ftate of defolation, 

fo 
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£o that the rents are now hardlj fufficient l» 
Support the houfcs in proper repair. There 
l¥as lateij a report from Paris of her death- 
^i— Bonfires hlazed in the village and neigh*- 
bourhood^ but thej were foon iadlj unde^ 
ceiyed» 

4/i 5^tf«^.— During this forenoon we have 
been delightf«llj anaufed in viewing three 
cabinets, two of natursd hiftory, and one of 
paintings. — We vifited firft the cabinet of 
Monf. Tingry, a fenfible ingenious man ; — 
it contains a ver j conaplete coUe^ion of nu- 
Derals, and rock cryftals, aioftljr colleded 
from Swabia, Switzerland, Dauphiny, Pruf- 
fia, Saxony, and the Pyrenees. — His native 
gold and filver, fome pieces of which are 
mixed with different metals, and fomefplen* 
didij cryftallized, are remarkably beautiful 
and valuable. — td. We vifited the cabinet 
of Monf. Tallot> a gentleman of diftinguiih- 
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ed manners.— This is not fo great, but it is a 
more felcft coUedion than the other, every 
morfel is excellent. — In particular, I have 
never yet feen fuch fpecimens of mixed 
metals, fulphur, and amber — He alfo pof- 
feffes a variety of exquifite pieces from 
Cornwall and Derbyfliire in England. — 
This gentleman has the merit of which I 
have met with no other example, that 
he himfelf has for many years travelled 
through the mineral regions in fearch of 
natural curiofities ^ and all the iineft and 
rareft articles in his cabinet, have been fo 
found and acquired, by his own curious 
induftry, fufficiently rewarded, as he fays, 
by a feries of furprifing fuccefs. — ^When 
we all expreffed our great admiration of 
a fpecimen of mixed metal, very rare, and 
Angularly beautiful ; he faid, he valued it 
as the richeft and moft fortunate of all his 
acquifitions ;— that after a whole day of 

fruitlcfs 
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fruitkfs fearch in one oftheTufcan mines, 
when about to retire, he found it with 
tranfports of joj in the moment, and re- 
peated fenfations of pleafure, ever fince, 
fuch as, he believes, no other inilance of 
high and unexpeded good fortune could 
poffiblj excite in his mind. 

3d.-— .We vifited the exhibition of paint* 
ings, by Monfieur Leodar, a very cele- 
brated painter, and a native of Geneva.— 
His paintings are chiefly portraits, land* 
fcapes and fruit pieces.. — I admired the 
artift himfelf as an original, more curious 
and pleafing than any art can produce. — 
He is in the eighty fixth year of his age, 
without any mark of declinc.---He has the 
ftrong mddy complexion, which is infe^ 
parable from a vigorous longevity, in an 
extraordinary degree, and I never faw any 
refemblancei at fuch advanced years, o£ 

bis 
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kis vivacity and gaietj ;of fpirit. Several 
dmes^ the happj old man charmed us hy 
finging, while we viewed fome of his molt 
remarkable paintings, a lively Frendi.GfiauH 
fon, fuited to thefuljeds of them.^— He was 
long in vogue and greatly employed, as a 
portrait painter, in .particular, by the late 
Emprefs, Queen of Hungary, by Lewis the 
Fifteenth of Franoe« and by the Grand 
Seignior, who favoured and employed him 
for years— As a teftimony of gratitude 
to this great monarch, he wears a Turkiflj 
habit richly ornamented, which he receiv- 
ed in a prefent from the Sultan. — ^He en- 
joys a peniion from the Turkifh Sovereign. 
—The pieces, which our party concurred, 
in admiring moil, were feveral portraits of 
the Artift himfelf, at different ^ges, with 
a ftriking and curious, tbo^agh varying 
likenels }n each. 

Stb June. 
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i^thjune. — ^This day we had the plea- 
fate to vifit two other cabinets of na- 
tural hiftory. — ^One of them belongs to 
Monfieur de Luch, who had the happinefs 
to commence this delightful ftudj of na- 
tural hiftorj, and even to make colle^lions 
very early in life. He has keenly perfe- 
vered, for many years — fo that he now en- 
joys a rich cabinet, and not a few fingu- 
larly beautiful and rare pieces. — His pret- 
tieft (hells are brought from St. Domingo, 
and his mofl curious foflils were found on 
the mountains of Tufcany. — We next 
vifited the Cabmet of the celebrated Monf. 
Saufleur. — His coUedion is both confider- 
able and feleft. — His book entitled Voy^ 
age les Alpes is much efteemed by lovers 
of natural, hiftory. — I take it along with 
me, and expedt to find from it agreeable 
and curious information. — His chryftal- 
lifations excel in form, beauty, and fplend- 
Q^ our, 
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oar, — particularly one large piece polifhe^ 
at Milan, where he fays that art is brought 
to the higheft perfcilion. — ^There are 
feveral very diftinguifliable pieces in their 
I native flate, from the mine^ of Saxe 
^ Gotha. — His various collisions from the 
AJps are rare and admirable. — ^He has al- 
fo an elegant cabinet of birds — and this^ 
is the only colleftion in which I have feen 
good fpecimens of Scots pearls and peebles.. 

^th "June, — ^We this day faw, and I de- 
liberately furveyed the greateft public 
granary in this City. — It is a very large 
old building of fix ftories. — Every ftory 
forms one apartment for grain ungriaded 
only,— becaufe meal or grinded grain can by 
no means be long preferved — The dimen- 
fions of each apartment are the fame — in 
length about thirty fix of my paces by twen-r 
ty four in breadth— and about nine feet in: 

height 
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• height.-.— To fupport the great extent of 
floor, and fuch a weight of grain there are 
very large and folid wooden pillars, through 
every apartment from top to bottom. — 
There are fix rows of thefe pillars, and 
nine pillars in every row ; the diftarice of 
one pillar from another is fix of my paces.— 
The grain is moftly wheat purchafed fome 
times from different parts of France, very . 
xunch from Franch County,, a fertile ter- 
ritory not very far diftant. — They alfo im- 
port, occaSonally, large quantifies from 
Barbary, and from Sardinia. The loweft flat 
of this Granary is ftbred with as much grain 
as can be packed or heaped in it, and the 
quantity is gradually diminiflied as they rife 
to the upper ft ones, for the obvious purpofe 
of faving labour and expence. — Every a- 

♦ partment has many windows which are 
opened in dry weather, for the benefit of 
ventilation.— Before they lodge the grain, 

Q^% it 
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it is moderately and ikilfullj kiln-drye^ 
yet while it continues new, it muft be 
turned over, at leaft once in twenty days^ 
—When this praftice has been continued, 
till the grain becomes fufficiently firm and 
quite dry, generally in two years, it is 
rarely necefTary to turn it any more. — By 
this method of management, they have ex- 
perience of preferving the grain in perfefl: 
foundnefs for many years, and they have 
no doubt that it may be fo preferved cvea, 
for a century. — ^When I faw this Granary,, 
the lowed apartment was full of wheat 
from Barbary. — It is a very fine large 
grain, and they fay it makes excellent 
bread. — I had hopes of obtaining a col- 
lefllon of the laws, regulations and oecon- 
©my, by which the public Granaries are 
here rendered efFefliual means of reftrain- 
ing monopolies, moderating the markets, 
and preventing the calamities of fcarcity^ 

or 
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or exceffive prices for bread But in this 

I was difappointed bjr mv fliort ftay at 
Geneva,— I have been as much as I was 
able attentive and elaborate on this article, 
becaufe I am convinced that fuch gran- 
aries, wifelj regulated and well managed, 
would be greatly beneficial to our Burghs 
in Scotland and will probably be a Icpted, 
if ever the adminiftratiou of their revenues 
ihall be eflabliihed on a proper plan of 
integrity and public intereft. — Our burghs, 
both in England and Scotland, are like 
many towns on the Continent, in their 
original conftitutions, various republics, 
with this apparent advantage in Britain, 
that they are fubjeft to the power, and 
under the protcftion of a limited monar- 
chical ftate. — This advantage has not hi- 
therto operated fo greatly as we niight 
reafonably exped, from a defeft, I am a- 
fraid, of fpirited exertions in our people, 

Q.3 ^^ 
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or of public virtue, which is true wifdom, 
in the conftituents of our government.— Our 
Proprietors of land eftates in Scotland are 
gene rail J neither deficient in good fenfc 
and knowledge, nor in due attention to 
their common interefts ; yet they either 
fupinely neglcS to confider, or they mif- 
take a clear propofiticn, that the value of 
land and its produ&s is effentially con- 
nected with the good policy, profperity 
and population of our burghs. — They 
mull be fenlible that fome new regulations 
are abfolutely necCiTary for the right go- 
vernment of the burghs — yet they have 
hitherto looked on the generous ftruggle 
of our aflbciated burgcffes, as if they 
were unconcerned fpe£lators,— It is my 
intention, if I live a few years, to fet an 
humble example of erefting a public gran- 
ary in one of thofe burghs which are not 

infefted 
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infefted with the modern peft of corrupt 
political influence. 

^th June We this day vifited the 

great and ancient Church of St. Peter, 
which is ftill magnificent, and in my ideas 
not lefs fo, that it is ftripped of thofc rich 
and gaudy decorations, which in different 
ages have been contrived and multiplied to 
raife the veneration, and confirm the faith of 
the weak and credulous herd of mankind. 
—The only artificial inftrument of devotion 
which yet remains, is a very large organ, 
rarely ufed. — ^Even the feats which are ap- 
propriated for the chief magiftrates and the 
Council of two hundred, though decent and 
commodious, are not diftinguiflied by any 
extraordinary ornaments.— It feems very re^ 
jnarkable that *at one particular period, a 
glow of fcnfe and a fpirit of reforming the 
^enormities of Catholic fuperftition per- 
0.4 N 




248 TRAVELLING 

vaded all Europe, and ever fiace Its pro- 
grefs has flopped ; even in countries fuch 
as Switzerland and Ireland, where Refor- 
mation is ellabliftied by law, and profeffed 
hy the mofi coniiderablc, and thriving part 
of the people. This is, I think, a topic for 
able difcufiion — 1 put a queftion to a very 
intelligent acquaintance here, which I con- 
fidcr as extremely material, and to which 
he made a fatisfa6lory and iutereftlng an- 
fwer.— My qneflion was, " As ycu inforjm 
" me that there are not above twenty four 
*' thoufand inhabitants in this city, what is 
" the reafon that they are not more nume- 
" rous, in a place famous for civil and re- 
" ligious liberty, fo happily fituated as an 
** afylum to people opprefTed and perfecut-? 
*' ed under neighbouring Monarchs ?"— - 
The anfwer was, " Our city cannot con- 
** tain more than twenty four thoufand 
" inhabitants, unlefs we were to extend 

" its 
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*' its liberties, which cannot be done with- 
** out the demolition of our fortifications, 
" and a dangerous change of our eftablifli- 
" ed rights and conftitution of govem- 
** ment. — Experience and examples have 
" corre<3:ed the ignorant Councils of our 
** neighbouring monarchs, who no longer 
** perfecute heretics. Even their church- 
** men now incline to toleration, and you 
" muft obferve, that though the city con- 
*' tains only twenty four thoufand inhab- 
** itants, its adjoining territory is covered 
** with fine villages, and for its fmall ex- 
*' tent is wonderfully populous. But af- 
*' ter all I muft inform you, that though 
" we poffefs and exercife the rights and 
*' privileges of a free State, yet we now 
** ard, and have long been fubjeft to 
" the power and influence of the French 
" Court." 



The following Memorandums, with ^e 
Note prefixed, were firft publifh^d ia 
1 7 8 7 , by the late ingeniotts^and patriotic 
Mr. John Knox, in his "Tour through 
the Highlands of Scotland^ and the He^ 
bride IJles, This happened without the 
confent or knowledge of the Author ; 
who was then upon the Continent. — 
The publication was extremely incor- 
refl:. In the courfe of this Volume, 
Lord Garden STONE had occafion to 
make fome remarks on M. de Voltaire's 
management in regard to his Village 
of Ferney. The Memorandums are 
now reprinted as relative to, and ex- 
planatory of, the obfervations on Vol- 
taire's Village, from a copy correftcd 
\ij His Lordfhip. 



The following important obfervationiy written 
By Lord GardenjlonCy were communicated by 
George Dem^ery Efq, They feem to have ■ 
been drawn up chiefly for the perufal of 
the Duke of Atbol, and a number of gen- 
tlemen ^ who are at prefent raifing a coiifider- 
able town on the Duhe^s ejiate near Perth, 
called Stanley. // is to be wijhed that the 
liberal fpirity perceivable throughout the whole 
detail^ and the good ejffeBs thereof may open 
the eyes of many proprietors of lands, whofe 
narrow conduB has impeded the growth of 
towns and manufaBures which they have been 
attempting to raife upon their ejlatesn 
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CONCERNIMO THE VILLASE OV 

LAWRENCEKIRK. 



This village till the year 1768; was .only 
what is called a KirktoWn, and confilled 
of fix or feven houfes. 

Its fituation is In forae refpefts advan- 
tageous, and it lies under fome difadvan- 
tages. It is placed in the heart of a populous, 
induftrious country, in which the manu-' 
faftory of low-priced linen has been long 
eftablifhed. It is alfo a ftage on the great 
rgad from Perth to Aberdeen, There are 

adjoining 
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adjoining fields verj fit for bleaching, lind 
well fupplied with ftreams and fprings of 
water. Its chief difad vantage is the dif- 
ficulty and charge of being fupplied with 
fuel, having no turf, and a long land car* 
riage of coal eleven miles on a road not yet 
very good from our fea-port. — I wa#i^con- 
vinced that the benefits of fituation joined 
to a fpirit of induftry duly encouraged, 
were fufiiclent to furmount the difficulties, 
and in the faid year 1768, I embarked in 
the proje6l: of a village. — Undifmayed by 
various lofles and difappointments, I have 
fteadily * perfevered, and can now with 
great pleafure fay, that this fcheme has 
fucceeded on the whole beyond my moft 
fanguine hopes. 

Having planned the village flreet 
through a trad of very barren ground, I 
publiflied advertifements in the country, 

that 



MEMaRAKDUMS. 255 

that induftrious fettlers would meet with 
encouragement. Very moderate pre- 
miums to induftry were propofed, fuch 
as five guineas for the firft four looms in 
any weaver's houfe. — The weaver who 
gained this premium has for fome year» 
paft employed between thirty and forty 
looms. 

Lots of land in the line of the village, 
for houfes and gardens, were to be granted 
at the rate of fixpence per fall, u e, four 
pounds per acre ; the fettlers were not to 
have feus but leafes for one hundred years 
of their .ground^ for houfes and gardens. 
They might alfo have fmall farms from 
two to five acres, at a very moderate rent, 
with gradual rifes for an endurance of nine- 
teen years and a furvivancy to hufband 
and wife. Thefe fmall farms were gene- 
rally let at firft for ten Ihillings per acre, 

with 
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with rifcs up to fifteen, eighteen, and 
twenty {hillings, daring the leafe ; and ac- 
cording to the quality of the land. — ^The 
fettlers i^cre to build their own boufes, 
and keep them in repair. 

In a few years I varied this plan, find* 
ing that it was not thought fufiiciently 
encouraging to fettlers in the village.— 
My view' from the beginning was to make 
the people who fettled in the village eafy 
and independent, not doubting that fucli 
people would make my adjoining land va- 
luable. — I could not carry my land to the 
gates of a thriving town, but I could an- 
fwer the fame purpofe by erecting and e- 
llablifliing a thriving town in the heart of 
my land. By this time I felt an agree- 
able zeal in the projeft, and contrafted a 
fond affe£bion to the people as they became 
inhabitants of my village, — I have tried 

in 
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in fome meafure^ a variety of the pleafures 
which mankind purfue ; but never relijhed 
any fo much as the fleafure arijing from 
the progrefs of my village. 

Upon my original plan as above explain- 
edy feveral good and induftrious tradefmen, 
particularly linen weavers, made fettle- 
ments in my village, with the long leafes 
for their houfes and gardens, and with 
fmaU farms on a fliorter leafe. Thefe peo- 
ple appeared on trial for fome years to be 
contented and thriving, — ^They had been 
fubtenants in the country, and werr fen- 
fible that they had changed to a better 
condition. — ^Yet one of them, a fagacious 
fellow, and a great favourite, informed 
me that though he and the pther fettlers 
were well fatisfied, an opinion prevailed 
in the country, that my rents for houfes 
and garden ground were too high, unlefs 
R \ ^^^ 
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I was to grant fews or rights of property 
in place of the long Jeafes. I was firm in 
* xny opinion (and for manj reafons I am 
fo ftill), that a leafe for fuch fmall lots of 
ground, is a much more proper tenure 
and title, than the feudal inveftiture ;— * 
But upon this judicious hint, I refolved 
to offer more encouraging propofals for 
fettlers in the village. 

Accordingly I publifhed advertifc* 
ments through the country, that to encou-* 
rage fettlers in the village, I was wil- 
ling to grant leafes of ground for houfes 
and gardens, at the rate of three pence per 
fall, in place of flxpence, and that thefe 
leafes were to be renewable for ever on 
payment at the end of every hundred 
years, of two years rent as % grajfum. At 
the fame time in juflice to my original fet- 
tlers^ 
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tiers, I granted new leafes to them on thefe 
advantageous terms. 

The effeft of this meafure was popular 
beyond what I could imagine. In a few 
years the number of induftrious inhabitants 
incrcafed furprifingly— I have always con- 
fidered it as a material part of my plan, that 
the fettlers muft build their own houfes. 
This regulation proved a real tcft of feme 
merit in every fettler, and effeftually ex- 
cluded the idle and deftitute, who infeft 
many of our villages. . In fadl, every 
tradefman, who has been able to clear his 
way by building proper houfes, cultivating 
his garden ground, and putting in good 
order his little farm (all inclofed), is hap- 
py, and thriving beyond what they can be 
in neighbouring towns, where they can 
cam no more by induftry, though they 
pay high rents for houfes and fhops, with* 
R 1 wiX. 
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out the precious accommodation of either 
garden grounds or fmall farms.— One of mj 
tradeiinen poflefles his houfe and an ample 
garden of forty falls, for a rent of ten (hil- 
lings. In the neighbouring towns of Mon- 
trofe or Brechin, he would pay from fi;c to 
ten times that rent, for worfe accommoda- 
tion in houfes only. , 

For feveral years I adhered ftrlftly to 
another falutary rule, that I gave no aid 
in credit or money to any of the fettlers, 
till he had made confulerable progrefs in 
his own fettlement, and till I had ground 
to be fatisfied of his prudence and induftry. 
I then in many cafes advanced moderate 
aids in money upon fecurity for fome years 
without intereft. It is remarkable that as 
long as I did adhere to this rule, the money 
was in every inftance well laid out, and 
has a£iually been repaid when demanded. 

My 
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My rage for advancing the village, 
grew too llrong for thefc prudential regu- 
lations : I was induced to embark vrixh 
feveral iplendid projcc!:or3, bj v/hom I fuf- 
fered confiderablc loiTes ; I had an under- 
taker for a linen manufacl:orj from the 
North, — a flocking weaver from Edin- 
burgh ; and from London, I had a very- 
flattering proje£lor of a printing field. — 
Thefe dilFerent fchemes went on for feveral 
years upon mj credit, and to a large ex- 
tent. — ^Thej all in the end mifcarried, and 
I by coftly experience learned my error in 
departing from my original maxim to give 
no aid in money or credit, except to thofe 
who once fettled themfelves, and appeared 
from their prudent condudt, to deferve af- 
iiftance in a courfe of thriving. 

I MUST however advert, that in my deal- 
ings with thofe unfuccefsful adventurers, I 

happily 
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happily adhered to mj other original re- 
gulation, that every fettler muft build his 
own houfes, and from this circumftance, I 
derived a very fubftantial relief of my lot. 
fes : Every one of the three proje&ors 
built very good houfes for their feveral 
undertakings. Thefe houfes hayeferved 
to invite good fettlers, who now thrive and 
pay fufficient rents. 

About fix or feven years ago, fo many 
people had fettled in the village ; that my 
land for the fmall adjoining farms was 
exhaufted. — I found this to be an obllacle 
in its further progrefs for fome time : to 
remedy this, having ftill ground for- vil- 
lage lots of houfes and gardens, I made 
public advertifements, that future fettlers 
who fliould build and make out their garden 
in a village lot, without any farm, fliould be 
entitled to poffefs free of rent for the firft. 

fcvea 
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feven years.-?— This encoiiragcmet had the 
intended effeft, and now my ground for 
village lots is alfo exhaufted ; fo that I 
am obliged to treat with my tenants for 
land to accommodate new fettlers, who 
now offer more than ever, on account of 
our excellent bleach-field lately eftabliflied 
by a very opulent company. 

I SHALL be happy if His Grace the 
Duke of Athol can difcover any material 
information from thefe loofe hints, that 
may conduce to promote his generous and 
public fpirited defigns* — I heartily wijb 
aU our men of family and fortune had the 
good fenfe and tajle to purfue fuch ohjeBs, 
—if fiUue of riot J gamblings races j and a 
great part {f their politics. 

I OMITTED to mention that after my 
village had increafed to above feventy 
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lioufes, and contained above five hundred 
fouls, I obtained the King's charter, hy 
which it was created, a free and independ- 
ent burgh of baronj, with powers to ele& 
magiflrates, and right to an annual fair 
and weekly market. — The fubftance of 
their charter is printed, and fubjoined to a 
fmall pamphlet, entitled, Letter to the 
people of Laivrence Kirk^ which contains 
well-meant admonitions, and has had a 
good efFedk. 

After this eftablifhment of the village 
into a burgh and communitj, I affifted 
them to frame certain fundamental, jet 
fliort and fimple bje laws, of which copies 
fliall be fent to the Duke. — ^The moft ma- 
terial bje law is calculated to reftrain any 
wafte of their public funds, by vain and 
idle entertainments, which has been :he 
immemorial ufage of our royal boroughs. 

—That 
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—.That they might have fome fund for 
public ufes, I granted an obligation on me 
and my fucceflbrs, to pay their treafurer 
ten pounds fterling yearly, and they taxed 
themfelves in one penny per fall, 'of the 
village lots, — fo that they have an income 
of about thirty pounds yearly, which will 
increafe: — as I oblige myfelf and my heirs 
to ftipulate one penny per fall for the pub- 
lic revenue on all future grants of village 
lots : — I fliall alfo fend to his Grace a copy 
of a village leafe. 

Besides the errors I have already con- 
feffed, I muft not omit to mention two 
others, ift, Before I began this project 
I did not confiderately form a proper plan 
of the village — The ftreet is much too 
narrow and long ; in the line of it no room 
is left for fquares. — 2dly, in meafuring 
off the ground for village lots, I ought to 
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have given no more room in front than 
was Aiiilcicnt for their dwelling houfes 
and fliops. — This error has occafioned 
various and now obvious inconveniences 
of office houfcsy and unoccupied ground to 
the ftreet. 
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